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DA202239890 SCULLIN, 151 Ross Smith Crescent, Section 5 Block 6 

This DA applies to an easterly-facing block of 908 sq.m. in an RZ1 area. The intention is to add a second-

ary residence of 63.49 sq.m. in the backyard which, as shown on ACTmapi Aerial Imagery, was scraped 

clean and cleared of some metal outbuildings by December 2021 (see attached image).  Further, it ap-

pears that much of the backyard has been covered with concrete behind the existing carport. 

Our main issue of concern with this DA relates to parking provision.  The existing residence includes a 

single-lane driveway with single carport on the northern side of the house.  On 20-21 March 2022, how-

ever, the front yard was fully occupied by a bus-shaped campervan and a 4WD vehicle (see attached 

photograph).  The ground was entirely concreted behind a raised garden bed along the frontage of the 

block, as illustrated in the Site Plan.   

The SCRITERIA states that the proposal complies with Rules 18 and 19 of Element 4 of the Residential 

Zones Development Code, which specify that “at least one parking space is provided in addition to that 

required for the primary residence” and the parking space associated with the secondary residence is 

not to be located in the front zone. The Site Plan shows that the secondary parking space will be behind 

the existing carport which will continue to serve the primary dwelling.  This means that the resident/s of 

the secondary dwelling will need to ensure the carport is empty before they can enter or exit their park-

ing spot in the backyard. 

The existing usage of the front yard will continue for the second space required for the primary resi-

dence.  This practice appears to be in contradiction of R33(a) of the Single Dwelling Housing Develop-

ment Code.  This stipulates that, on large blocks, car parking spaces must be behind the front zone un-

less they are “in tandem with another car parking space that is located behind the front building line”, 

‘tandem’ meaning “one behind the other” according to several dictionaries.  Rule 33 is not addressed in 

the SCRITERIA and there is no evidence that the current usage of the front yard for parking has been ap-

proved.  It appears that this DA is designed to achieve that approval in retrospect. 

The attached photograph taken on 21 March 2022 shows the front yard of 151 Ross Smith Crescent.  In 

the foreground is the old concrete of the original driveway and beyond that is the new concrete cover-

ing most of the front yard.  The garden bed mentioned in the DA is visible between the new concrete 

area and the original public footpath. 

Despite the tendency for some residents to park cars on the nature strip and in their front yard, it is not 

legal to do so other than on the necessary driveway area.  The ACT Government’s policy is to ignore this 
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infringement of the legislation unless it presents a hazard.  Redevelopment in RZ1 areas, therefore, 

should be designed to ensure adequate onsite parking is provided in accordance with the rules and that 

it is convenient for the residents to use. Likewise, parking arrangements should facilitate preservation of 

as much green space as possible so as to offset the heat island effect and maintain the streetscape in 

accordance with the zone objectives. 
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