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COVERING PAGE, SCULLIN, WEETANGERA AND HAWKER

DA202139235 PAGE, 4 Keartland St, Section 18 Block 18

This DA applies to an easterly-facing block of 695 sq.m. in an RZ1 area.  The intention is to add a
secondary residence.  The existing residence includes a single-lane driveway with single carport 
of 29.53 sq.m. on the northern side of the house.  A brick garage of 44.18 sq.m. behind the 
house will be demolished to make way for the secondary residence and a PPOS.  The overhead 
power line is located inconveniently and will need to be moved. 

Apart from the waste of demolishing the brick garage, our only issues of concern with this DA 
relate to parking provision and adequate private outdoor space for both dwellings plus removal
of trees.  Of the ten trees on the block, only one will remain.  Whilst a PPOS has been clearly 
identified on the north-west corner of the block, it is not clear that the space between the two 
buildings complies with privacy requirements.

The SCRITERIA states that the proposal complies with Rules 18 and 19 of Element 4 of the 
Residential Zones Development Code, which  specifies that “at least one parking space is 
provided in addition to that required for the primary residence” and the parking space 
associated with the secondary residence is not to be located in the front zone.  The Site Plan 
suggests that the existing carport will be extended to the rear and to the front alignment of the 
existing building to accommodate two vehicles in tandem.  Table A of the SDHC stipulates that 
the minimum front boundary setback is six metres. 

Our concern is the intention to extend the driveway into the front garden area.  It is not 
indicated what the extension is to be used for but it appears to be either for parking of other 
vehicles or for reversing out and changing direction.  This appears to be in contradiction of the 
requirement that the parking spaces must be “in tandem”.  R33(a) of the Single Dwelling 
housing Development Code stipulates that, on large blocks, car parking spaces must be behind 
the front zone unless they are “in tandem with another car parking space that is located behind
the front building line”, ‘tandem’ meaning “one behind the other” according to several 
dictionaries. 

Rule 31 stipulates that the minimum number of parking spaces for a single dwelling block with 
more than one bedroom is two.  When a secondary residence is constructed, the required extra
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parking spot is provided, presumably, in addition to the two required by R31.  R33 specifies that
these three parking places should be in tandem along the driveway, not at the side of the 
driveway.  R74 provides that turning spaces can be provided on blocks with internal driveways 
which serve four or more parking spaces and connect to a major road.  This does not apply to 
the block under consideration.

Whilst car parking is now being approved in front yards in RZ2 to accommodate a second full-
sized dwelling, it is not clear that the Rules actually permit this unless the building setback is 
sufficiently greater than the minimum required front setback.  Despite the tendency for some 
residents to park cars in their front yard, it is not legal to do so other than on the necessary 
driveway area.  Redevelopment should be designed to preserve as much green space as 
possible in RZ1 areas, as well as maintaining the streetscape.  

This plan suggests that the block is too small for the secondary dwelling as proposed.
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