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DA202139574 SCULLIN 15 Parer St, Section 31 Block 22 

This DA applies to a long, slender block narrowing to the rear and pointing almost due north.  

Development is made awkward by the placement of the original dwelling angled across the 

block towards the north-west.  Our only issue of concern with this DA relates to parking 

provision;  adequate on-site parking is essential to protect public grass and trees.  Both are 

damaged by vehicles parking on the nature strip, which has become very common around our 

suburbs.  It is illegal but not policed.    

It is also essential that existing mature trees be protected to ensure their survival and 

contribution to reducing the green-house effect of urban development now as well as in the 

future.  This limits the space available for formal car-parking areas.  Whilst car parking is now 

permitted in front yards in RZ2 to accommodate a second full-sized dwelling, it does not apply 

to secondary residences in RZ1.  Densification in RZ2 is resulting in loss of green space and 

trees, whereas the intention for RZ1 is to preserve the front yard as green space to maintain the 

streetscape. 

Parking 

The only vehicle access to the rear yard is past the south-eastern corner of the main house;  this 

space is only wide enough for a single driveway.  It is proposed that a single parking space will 

be provided at the end of this driveway and beside the main house for use by the second 

dwelling as this is not permitted in the front zone.  According to R33 (c) of the Single Dwelling 

Housing Development Code (SDHDC), this parking space must be roofed. 

The Residential Zones Development Code (RZDC) stipulates that secondary residences in RZ1 
are subject to Element 4 of that code and Elements 1 and 6 of the SDHDC.  Where there is an 
inconsistency between Element 4 and the SDHDC, Element 4 shall prevail to the extent of that 
inconsistency.  Element 4 of the RZDC in R18 and R19 specifies that “at least one parking space 
is provided in addition to that required for the primary residence” and the parking space 
associated with the secondary residence is not to be located in the front zone. 
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The plans indicate that two unroofed parking spaces will be provided for the front house in the 

front yard adjacent to the driveway; these will extend close to the front property boundary with 

the nature strip.   The SDHDC stipulates in R33(a) that, on large blocks, car parking spaces must 

be behind the front zone unless they are “in tandem with another car parking space that is 

located behind the front building line”.  Whilst the two parking spaces in the front zone are 

accessed from the main driveway, they are not “in tandem” with the single carpark behind the 

front zone according to several dictionaries which agree that ‘tandem’ means “one behind the 

other”.  In other words, the parking spaces should be on the driveway, not beside it. 

Despite the tendency for some residents to park cars in their front yard, it is not legal to do so 

other than on the necessary driveway area.  This is designed to preserve as much green space 

as possible in RZ1 areas, as well as maintaining the streetscape. 
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