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This has been a busy year with many issues arising in our catchment suburbs of Hawker, Page, 

Scullin and Weetangera.  It began with the decision to approve the construction of a childcare 

centre on the former Hawker Tennis Centre.  The plans for the tennis centre site showed the 

intention to use the public carpark at the front of the block for childcare parking.  An 

amendment to the DA made an undertaking to incorporate staff parking on the childcare site as 

necessary.  Assurance has been received from the ACT Government that the land is unlikely to 

be rezoned from PRZ2: Restricted Access Recreation Zone as a review concluded that there is a 

lack of PRZ2-zoned land across the ACT.   

FoHV have also made several requests over the years about the lack of maintenance of the site 

since 2009 when the centre was sold by the builders of the tennis centre following their 

retirement.  Despite positive responses from the ACT Government, little, if any, action has been 

taken to improve the site.  A similar request re the former TAB premises in the Hawker shops 

elicited the response that the matter has been referred to Compliance Monitoring and 

Inspection Team (CMIT) for further investigation.  Both these matters relate to non-compliance 

with the lease conditions. 

Following the 2020 ACT elections, we sent a letter to all members outlining our many concerns 

about current planning in the ACT.  These included: inadequate maintenance of existing public 

spaces and facilities including footpaths, stormwater drains and nature strips;  densification 

practice resulting in almost total coverage of the block with hard surfaces, thus increasing the 

heat island effect;  transport, parking and shared paths; and adequate water supply in the 

future. 

During the year, FoHV became aware that Housing ACT had purchased two adjoining, approved 

projects in Weetangera allowing 22 townhouses on five existing blocks.  This conflicts with the 

“salt and pepper’ approach to scattering public housing throughout the suburbs, as espoused 

by the ACT Government.  In addition, a residential therapeutic care facility for teenagers was 

approved for another block in Weetangera without any preliminary consultation with 

neighbours. 
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Following a resident’s expression of concern, FoHV wrote to the Minister for Transport and City 

Services about the potential hazard to children walking to and from the Hawker Primary School 

via Alroy Circuit.  This has become a drop-off/pick-up route for parents to avoid the congestion 

along Erldunda Circuit at peak hours.  We were advised that a footpath is planned for Alroy 

Circuit and that, in the meantime, a No Stopping sign would be erected on the inner side of the 

street, thus encouraging traffic to become one-way so that children can be dropped-off/picked-

up on the side near the school. 

FoHV made five submissions to development applications during the year, each of which 

emphasised the loss of adequate green space on blocks.  FoHV also commented on three draft 

variations to the Territory Plan, all of which related to new housing options designed to 

increase density in RZ1 areas.  We also wrote specific letters to responsible Ministers about the 

neglected state of nature strips and footpaths in our suburbs, along with lack of enforcement of 

property maintenance as required by the lease.  Recently, we have received more positive 

responses from the ACT Government, however, we continue to be unimpressed by many 

Government decisions impacting on our urban environment and the amenity of our suburbs. 
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