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The Friends of Hawker Village Inc. (FoHV) welcome the further extension of the consultation period for 

this DA.  As more residents become aware of this proposal, more issues are being identified, especially 

about the impact on the western edge of Hawker and the “back track”.   

The back track 

One of these issues relates to the location of the proposed shared path.  Currently, from Belconnen Way 

along the high ground beside Kingsford Smith Drive, there is a dirt path that runs along the rear of 

Hawker properties all the way to the Springvale Drive end on the eastern side of the suburb.  This path is 

well used by residents and their dogs.  Just off the track, there is also a small off-leash dog park 

extending from behind Kurundi Place towards Elsey Street, as shown on the diagram at 

https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1434718/Dog-Zones-Web-Map-

Canberra-Only-Oct-2019.pdf.   Whilst the dirt track around ‘Land’s End’ has been recognized as the 

“Access Track”, the one behind Hawker has not been recognized nor mentioned in the DA reports. 

Like the Access Track, the path behind Hawker is part of the Bicentennial National Trail.  This trail comes 

along the southern side of Drake Brockman Drive, around the corner past Land’s End homestead and 

through the underpass that connects with the footpath that passes through Mainoru Place, as well as 

with the back track along which the trail continues eastwards.  The trail is mentioned on p.30 of the 

Planning Report in relation to Criterion 18 where it states that “A shared path is provided along the 

alignment to provide a grade-separated pathway for cyclists and pedestrians, and to maintain existing 

connectivity to the Bicentennial National Trail”. 

The shared path   

According to the diagram on p.4 of the Pavement plans, the shared path swings close to the rear of 

Kurundi Place which suggests there could be a clash between the shared path and the dirt track.  There 

is no indication how separation of the two paths will be achieved in this area of high ground, before the 
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shared path swings down to the roadside.  There is no reference to how the new shared pedestrian path 

will interact with the existing dirt path nor with the off-leash dog park.   

The underpass 

It is intended to improve the underpass at Land’s End reached via the Access Track.  A branch of this dirt 

track continues southward and appears to be the improved access to the old Methodist cemetery.  A 

wall proposed along the edge of William Hovell Drive will prevent visitors from accessing the cemetery 

by parking off the side of the road.  This means there will be more vehicle traffic along the dirt track as 

well as more pedestrians.  Regular users sincerely hope that the improvements will include better 

drainage and sediment-exclusion barriers to prevent mud from accumulating in the underpass.  Given 

the ACT Government’s failure to regularly maintain established infrastructure, it is essential that 

effective preventative measures be put in place at the beginning. 

Hawker College access 

The western edge of Hawker is close to Hawker College, which serves the suburbs of Hawker, Higgins, 

Holt, Page, Scullin, Strathnairn, Weetangera and Whitlam.  Many students walk to and from the college 

from the western suburbs, especially Higgins.  This involves crossing Kingsford Smith Drive at the 

intersection with Drake Brockman Drive.  There is also a crossing facility, without lights, at the 

roundabout on the intersection with Belconnen Way but this is not convenient for those living close to 

Drake Brockman Drive.  The fact that the Drake Brockman Drive intersection will have traffic lights to 

control traffic will be an improvement for pedestrians.   

The Pavement and Landscape diagrams indicate that zebra crossings with traffic islands will be part of 

the traffic light system.  The northern-most of these crossings seems to follow the path of the current 

crossing that links up with the existing path behind Andado Place and thence up the slope to the houses 

at the rear of Florina Place and the footpath that cuts between them en route to Hawker College.  

Further along the track, the footpath from the underpass into Mainoru Place leads directly to the 

college.  It is not clear how the proposed shared path will affect these access points for students wishing 

to walk through to Hawker College. 

Traffic lights 

Another concern is the potential for traffic stopped at the lights to back up sufficiently to cause further 

congestion around the traffic island at Belconnen Way, which is already occurring.  The distance 

between the two intersections is quite short, about 200 metres.  During peak hours, there will be 

considerable traffic using William Hovell Drive, as well as traffic from Belconnen Way entering Kingsford 

Smith Drive to head into nearby suburbs or to continue north.  There is already a noticeable increase in 

traffic using Springvale Drive to access Belconnen Way and then Kingsford Smith Drive during peak 

hours, often cutting through Hawker via Murranji Street, possibly because of congestion on William 

Hovell Drive around the Coulter Drive intersection.  

Likewise, it is intended that Drake Brockman Drive will eventually be duplicated along its length to 

handle the continually increasing traffic associated with the development of Ginninderry.  Pavement 

Plan 1 shows the proposed changes in the section adjoining the intersection where the road will be 
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duplicated as part of this upgrade development.  Traffic from this source will add further to potential 

congestion around the two intersections.  Have all these traffic movements been assessed and 

considered in the design of this proposal?  Has the desirability of installing these traffic lights at the 

beginning of the works, rather than at the end, been considered? 

 


