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PUBLIC HOUSING IN WEETANGERA 

Dear Ms Berry and Mr Gentleman, 

The Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) was formed in 2010 with the purpose of monitoring 

developments in the Hawker Village Centre and its catchment suburbs of Hawker, Page, Scullin and 

Weetangera.  At present, we have concerns about Housing ACT proposals that relate to the purchase 

of two adjoining redevelopment sites in Weetangera which had already been approved for 

townhouses.  

67-71 Belconnen Way and 7-9 Smith St, Weetangera  

The first site involves the amalgamation of three blocks on busy Belconnen Way, near the 

intersection with Springvale Drive, to permit construction of eight townhouses.  A driveway for this 

site is located at the beginning of the slip lane into Springvale Drive from Belconnen Way.  The 

second site involves the amalgamation of two blocks to the rear of these, fronting Smith Street, to 

permit construction of fourteen townhouses.  This latter site is on a 90-degree bend in Smith Street 

and has a very short road frontage.  The unfavourable street location for both sites reduces the 

opportunity for interaction with neighbours. 

FoHV supports the concept of “salt and pepper” development of public housing across our suburbs. 

We appreciate that most residents benefit from being a part of ordinary suburbia rather than 

confined to an identifiable social subgroup.  We are concerned, however, that this density of public 

housing will create an enclave where residents are separated from their neighbours in private 

housing, thus overriding the social benefits of the “salt and pepper” approach.  This could prove to 

be problematic. 

It is inevitable that there will be significantly different life circumstances between some of those in 

public housing and neighbouring owner-occupiers.  At present, some home owners currently 

adjoining existing public housing scattered through the suburbs have complained about the tenants’ 

most unsociable behaviour.  This includes yelling violently on a frequent basis and allowing the 

property to become unkempt.  Whilst most public housing tenants present no problems, a small 
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percentage of tenants have behavioural problems of some kind which contributes to their need for 

public housing.  Housing ACT does not seem to have any policy for monitoring and dealing with such 

antisocial behaviour.  This is unfair to neighbours and does nothing to assist the problem tenant. 

It is not obvious what analysis of a potential site is carried out by Housing ACT when considering the 

purchase of a property for public housing to ensure it will be beneficial to both the tenants and their 

neighbours.  This is essential if the public tenants are to integrate successfully with existing 

residents. 

FoHV, therefore, strongly objects to the ACT Government’s intention to develop twenty-two public 

townhouses crammed together in one small area which we do not consider to be in accord with the 

“salt and pepper” purpose.  We recommend reconsideration of this decision and more relevant 

consultation. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

5 July 2021 

 

 

 

 


