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Location 

This site backs onto the major carriageway of Coulter Drive, which is planned to be duplicated with a 
second carriageway in the near future. The purpose is to connect the new suburbs of the Molonglo 
Valley to the town centre of Belconnen and to local playing fields, due to a shortage of suitably level 
ground in the valley for that purpose.  The noise level from traffic on Coulter Drive has always been high 
and will be significantly worse in future, especially in the upper storey of buildings. 

Reliability of the Application 

The introduction to the Statement Against Criteria declares that:  “The site is bound to the west by 
Mathieson Crescent and Coulter Drive to the East, there is a residential development to east and south 
and public open space zoned ‘PRZ1’ immediately to the west.”  In fact, the relevant section of Mathieson
Crescent runs north-south, parallel to and immediately adjacent to Coulter Drive.  The residential 
development to the east is on the other side of Coulter Drive in the suburb of Macquarie.  There is 
residential development adjacent to the site on the north, west and south.  The nearest public open 
space is to the south, with the Weetangera Neighbourhood Park being located a significant distance 
away to the south-west. 

The introduction also observes: “The site slopes upward from a level of RL643 in the northeast corner to 
RL652 to the south west.”  The survey diagram provided in the DA documents shows that the site slopes 
upward from 622.19 m. at the north-western corner to 627.00 m. at the south-eastern corner.  This 
conflicts with the description in the Statement Against Criteria and suggests that the Statement Against 
Criteria was a rewrite of a document prepared for a previous development.  Consequently, all 
statements in this development application require careful consideration to determine their accuracy 
and applicability to this DA. 
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Building plans 

There is no detailed plan showing exactly how the adaptable standards will be implemented.  The floor 
plans only show the location of the various rooms but not their boundaries or size.  They are generally 
uninformative.  More information is required.  

Encroachments 

Several encroachments on set backs have been acknowledged.  Friends of Hawker Village trust that 
these will be assessed carefully having regard to the final outcome for the residents and their 
neighbours, and in consideration of the need to approve a lease variation to permit two extra dwellings. 
It is also not clear whether the design will allow adequate private space for clothes drying.  Forcing 
people to use electric clothes driers instead of sunlight is a backward step in the current situation of 
climate change. 

Car parking 

Each townhouse is provided with two car parking spaces, one being a garage and the other a space 
beside the garage and before the front door.  The intention is that, when provision for disabled parking 
is required, then the garage wall adjacent to the open space will be removed.  This will allow adequate 
space for exiting from the car by a disabled person.  This also means that available car parking will be 
halved for that dwelling and makes no provision for the possibility that a second resident will also have a
vehicle.  No provision has been made for extra parking in such an eventuality.  This will inevitably result 
in illegal parking on the verge and consequent degradation of it, along with damage to the root system 
of the only decent-sized tree remaining on the site. 

Power lines 

The two original blocks comprising the site have an above-ground electricity line running along the joint 
boundary between Mathieson Street and Coulter Drive.  It is proposed that these power lines should be 
put underground, beneath the central driveway.  The pre-application meeting notes show that the 
applicant was encouraged to “discuss the proposed changes for the electric services and easements with
EVO ENERGY”.  In response to Rule 100, the applicant states: “There is an electrical easement on the 
block.  Endorsement of EVOenergy is sought through the DA”.  There is no other information provided 
about this issue and no record of any contact with EvoEnergy. 

Further, there is no indication as to which party will be required to pay for removing the overhead 
power lines and placing them underground – the proponent or EvoEnergy.  The original plans for 
development of the Ginninderra Estate on the Belconnen golf course proposed putting underground the
power line running from the Parkwood substation along the side of the development site.  This proved 
too costly and the power line remains above ground.  It is, therefore, essential that this matter is 
thoroughly examined and the responsible party affirmed before any decision is made on this DA. 
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