
P.O. Box 4082
HAWKER   ACT   2614

secretary@friendsofhawkervillage.com
Phone: 0435 534 998

        

Mr Chris Steel, MLA, 
Minister for Transport and City Services,
Canberra   ACT   2601
By email: steel@act.gov.au 

STREETSCAPES AND UNKEMPT FRONT GARDENS

Dear Mr Steel,

FoHV was formed in 2010 to protect and enhance the residential, suburban, social and 
environmental qualities of the Hawker commercial precinct, known as Hawker Village, and 
its catchment area comprising Hawker, Page, Scullin and Weetangera.  An overarching issue 
that has developed over recent decades is the deterioration of our streetscapes.

FoHV appreciate the guidelines in the document “Your Nature Strip” produced by the 
Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate (TCCS) in 2019, especially the declaration 
that “Nature strips are an important part of Canberra’s urban streetscape and help create 
the ‘garden city’ character”1.  Across our city, however, there are a number of practices 
which have become prevalent and which negatively impact on the streetscapes of our long-
established suburbs.    In addition, those undesirable practices do not achieve the stated 
objectives of:  a unified streetscape; provision of shade, shelter and habitats; cooling effect; 
flood control; and water filtration.2

The practices which are of concern to us are:  habitual parking of vehicles (cars, utes, vans, 
caravans and trailers) on nature strips; parking on median strips; conversion of nature strips 
to gravel or wood chip; and failure to replace street trees which have been removed.  We 
believe City Services should be attending to these matters so that nature strips can again 
make a positive contribution to the suburban streetscape and achieve the intended 
objectives, especially mitigating the heat island effect and protecting water quality in our 
waterways.

1 ACT Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate TCCS. [2019]. Your Nature Strip: 
Guidelines for use of residential nature strips (page 4), Canberra, Australia: ACT Government
2 Ibid (page 7)
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Parking on nature strips
Parking of vehicles on nature strips is disrespectful to the streetscape and is not a permitted use
but the relevant Rule4 does not appear to be enforced.  Additionally, where there are no 
footpaths in residential streets, nature strip parking can obstruct the area of the nature strip 
which is reserved for pedestrians thus causing a safety issue.  It seems that residents are 
unaware of the restrictions contained in “Your Nature Strip” guidelines.  More and frequent 
community reminders are needed, possibly in the OurCBR Newsletter.

Parking of vehicles on median strips is not permitted, because it erodes the grass.  This practice 
occurs daily during school terms on the Shumack Street (Weetangera) median strip near the 
school.   Social change, along with the fact that Weetangera Primary School also serves students
from Page, means that fewer children walk or cycle to school.  Parking facilities are inadequate 
for the demand and, consequently, parents park their cars on the median strip at each end of 
the day and when attending school functions.  A visual inspection of the area shows the damage
to the grassed area.  In the case of the school, the ACT government could erect some signage to 
deter the practice and possibly instal bollards to prevent vehicular access to the median strip.

Regular parking on nature strips and median strips degrades the surface by turning grass into 
ugly, dusty, bare dirt and damages the roots of trees, so that they decline and die.  Apart from 
regular parking of cars, there are cases of nature strips being used for very large vehicles.  
Within our area of particular interest, there are instances of caravans, large mobile homes and 
heavy trucks and trailers parking on the nature strips but there is no enforcement by the ACT 
Government.  Where there is a footpath, the concrete cracks from the weight of heavy vehicles 
crossing or partially parking on them.  This is a hazard to pedestrians and an extra cost for ACT 
residents who are, ultimately, responsible for financing the repair.

We have had brought to our attention the parking situation in Southwell Street (Weetangera) 
where parking regularly occurs on public space (nature strips and around the oval). Prior to the 
approval of the irrigated sporting ground and change rooms building on the Weetangera oval, 
local residents raised the issue of a lack of new designated parking areas.  There is currently 
very limited parking at Weetangera shops and around the oval.  The existing carpark for the oval
was established when the area was originally developed around 1970.  It was not expanded 
when the oval was upgraded and made the home base of Wests Junior Rugby Club.

The current situation makes Southwell Street difficult to navigate because of street parking 
when the oval is being used.  Given that the oval, primary school and pre-school are co-located, 
we suggest consideration be given to an additional parking area on a site at the top of the oval 
which could serve the needs of those using the sports ground and also the pre-school and 
primary school.  

4 Road Transport (Road Rules) Regulation, 2017 (ACT).  Rule 197(1)
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Use of red gravel on nature strips
Streetscape is also adversely affected by the use of gravel (predominantly red) on nature strips.  
There are many, many blocks in our suburbs where the area of red gravel dominates the block 
frontage.  We are aware that compacted red gravel is permitted for up to 50% of the nature 
strip but do not consider this to be appropriate and many people are unaware of the limits.  In 
many instances, this results in a width of gravel along the whole of the block frontage to the 
street.  This is not only unattractive but the gravel, being unconstrained, runs onto paths and 
roads, thence down the street gutters and into the drains during rain.  

We understand that maintaining grassed verges is too onerous (and expensive) for many 
residents but compacted gravel is not an appropriate replacement.  In our view, verges should 
be permitted to have grass, low vegetation and trees only.  If gravel is to be permitted, then a 
requirement for it to be surrounded by edging sufficient to retain it in situ when subjected to 
foot or other traffic or rain should be mandatory and policed.

There is one local instance where red gravel covers the whole of the nature strip on what is 
effectively a corner block.  The property, at 23 Kinleyside Crescent, Weetangera, was a knock-
down for re-development with townhouses in an RZ2 area.  Each townhouse has an enclosed 
front courtyard but the remainder of the block frontage, which is a sweeping bend, is all red 
gravel.  We cannot imagine that this formed part of the landscape plan when the re-
development was approved.  We had believed that a Certificate of Occupancy would not be 
granted until landscaping was completed but this does appear to be what has occurred in this 
instance.  There are no street trees to soften the expanse of gravel.  

Storage of items on nature strips
Apart from parking vehicles there, give-away items are dumped on the nature strip for very long
periods when is it obvious the items are in poor condition and nobody would want them.  There
should be a system to control such abandonment of responsibility.  The recently announced 
bulky waste collection is one step in the right direction. 

This, however, will not affect the long-term storage of landscaping materials such as soil, gravel 
and tan bark on nature strips.  While we can appreciate the need for short-term storage there 
are heaps well over six-months old, some of which have been there so long that they have 
started to integrate into the nature strip. 

Maintenance of properties
There have been several letters to the Canberra Times in recent weeks regarding public housing 
properties which are not properly maintained, as seen from the street.  We entirely support the 
idea that a condition of tenancy should be maintenance of front gardens in a tidy way (no piles 
of rubbish or excessive number of vehicles). 
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It is not only public housing tenants that need to be required to clean-up their property, 
however.  There are instances across the suburbs where grass is never mown and the front yard 
becomes weed-infested.  Junk of all varieties is left in the front yard for not just months but 
years.  The most unsightly intrusion is the appearance of shipping containers left in the front 
yard for years, not just on a temporary basis.  This, again, seems not to be policed.

Excessive vehicles in front gardens is inappropriate;  some cases are hoarding, such as collecting 
a certain variety of cars, e.g. Volkswagen Beetles at 45 Hinkler Street, Scullin.  In other instances,
there is a mechanical maintenance business operating from the site.  It is not fair that the 
residential amenity (and property value) of neighbours is negatively impacted by lazy, 
thoughtless residents.  Lessees should be issued ‘tidy up your block’ notices and, if no action is 
taken, dead vehicles should be towed away and gardens tidied by the ACT at the lessee(s) 
expense.  This could provide work for those on community service orders.

Conclusion
Whether the lessee is a provider of public housing or a private owner, standards need to be 
raised and enforced.  A program to educate residents about what is acceptable appears to be 
vital to restoring our streetscapes to garden city standard.  In this context, it might be relevant 
to stress that all land in the ACT is leasehold, not freehold.  FoHV would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this with you.

Yours sincerely,

21 April 2021
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