
ACT Legislative Assembly,
GPO Box 1020, 
CANBERRA   ACT   2601

By email:   

Dear MLA,

The Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) wish to express our appreciation of your willingness 
to participate in making decisions that affect the way of life of all Canberrans.  We recognise 
that this is a difficult task with many conflicting demands and a limited budget.  

The latter constraint is reflected in the lack of maintenance of established infrastructure, such 
as footpaths which have become hazardous over the years and conflict with the ACT 
Government’s stated aim to encourage active travel.  Likewise, while the FoHV accept the 
importance of reducing the impact of expanding residential development into greenfield sites, 
the way densification is occurring does not seem to have been thought through adequately.
Our organisation was formed in 2010 with a focus on the Hawker Centre and the four suburbs
it serves in Belconnen – Page, Scullin, Weetangera and Hawker, all built in the period 1968-
1985.  In this time, we have become familiar with the issues that currently dominate, mainly 
associated with the need to accommodate a growing population and, at the same time, reduce 
our environmental impact so as to ensure a liveable world for our descendants.

The concerns affecting our suburbs, broadly, are:

1.   Inadequate maintenance of existing public spaces and facilities

(a)  Infrequent mowing of public areas with a lack of edge trimming, especially around 
our excellent network of footpaths which are disappearing under the weeds, and the 
resultant long grass effectively concealing deadly snakes in our suburbs;

(b)  Lack of control of noxious weeds, resulting in the city being invaded by African 
Lovegrass and Capeweed over recent years, in addition to Paterson’s Curse.

(c)  The inefficiency of the current system of footpath maintenance, which relies on 
residents reporting hazardous sections to Fix My Street, after which the sections are 
placed on the job list and, once funding has been allocated, they might be repaired in a 
year or so.  Since the footpaths are repaired by contractors, adjoining sections that also 
need repairing have to be ignored and await a future report to Fix My Street.  Only 
severely deteriorated areas will be repaired;  there is no precautionary program to prevent 
the development of trip hazards;

(d)  Infrequent and inadequate cleaning of kerbs and stormwater drains with resultant 
adverse effects on water quality in our lakes and streams caused by debris from road 
surfaces not being properly cleared away and then being washed into the lake via drains;

(e)  The increasing use of gravel on unmaintained nature strips without edging, thus 
permitting gravel to roll onto footpaths and/or roads and thence into stormwater drains;

(f)  Lack of control of nature strips and median strips allowing the widespread (and) 
illegal practice of parking on nature and median strips, frequently within the vicinity of 
schools, with resultant degradation of the surface.  This is a reflection of the lack of 



adequate parking available and the failure to police transgressions.  A less common but 
increasing use of nature strips is for shipping containers.  How did we manage without 
them previously?

2.   Densification practice

(a)  Current planning rules seem to copy recent developments in older big cities, such as 
Sydney and Melbourne.  At public consultations on specific planning issues over recent 
years, the private consultants have been from those cities, which are located on coastal 
plains.  Notably, of the Suburban Land Agency Board members, only one is from the ACT
and the others are from NSW, Victoria and possibly the UK.  It is likely that they do not 
appreciate the difference arising from Canberra’s being 100 km inland and around 600 
metres above sea level. This means that Canberra has greater temperature extremes, being 
hotter in summer and colder in winter as its climate is not ameliorated by a large ocean 
body that warms and cools more slowly than land.  Sunshine is, therefore, more important 
for warming in Canberra’s cold winter than in coastal areas.  Some adjustment to local 
planning rules is needed to produce a better outcome for Canberrans.

(b)  There should be better town planning design to enable new dwellings to be oriented 
so they benefit more effectively from exposure to sunshine in winter and are protected 
from the worst of the summer western sun.

(c)   New developments in both old RZ2 areas and new suburbs are permitted shorter front
yards, smaller side setbacks and a greater plot ratio that enables buildings to effectively 
cover most of the block, leaving open spaces that are so small as to be practically useless.

(d)  Generally, there is no vehicular access to the backyard - where there is a backyard.  
The only car parking space is usually a two-car garage and the driveway apron.  New 
suburbs also tend to have narrow roads which discourage on-road parking.  Blocks in cul-
de-sacs have almost no room for on-road parking.

(e)  Favoured blocks for redevelopment in RZ2 areas tend to be very large blocks, 
including those backing onto major roads, such as Coulter Drive beside Weetangera and 
Page.  These blocks, often on cul-de-sacs, were originally planned to be larger to enable 
residences to be built away from the traffic noise associated with major roads.  Now 
dwellings are being constructed right up to the boundary where the noise level is greatest.

3.  Heat island effect

(a)  The increased density of housing allowed in the suburbs, especially in the 
redevelopment of “Mr Fluffy” blocks with much-reduced setbacks and increased hard 
surface coverage, leaves no space for greenery, especially trees;

(b)  Increased plot ratios in the new suburbs and renewal areas of old suburbs, allows very
big houses on very small plots, with loss of porous surface resulting in increased runoff 
and no space for greenery and trees;

(c)  Continued high-rise development in the town centres results in wind tunnel effects, 
blockage of sunlight and loss of green space.  In Belconnen, the tall buildings have been 
placed along the northern edge of the town centre, thus adversely affecting the external 
spaces around the mall and other business areas;



(d)  The need to infill has resulted in the disappearance of small green public spaces, 
narrower nature strips and general loss of trees which, combined with the above points, 
increases the heat island effect.  In a warming world, this is a retrograde step.

4.   Travel and parking

(a)  Reduction in current vehicle use is seen as necessary to reduce carbon emissions.  
There seems to be a naive policy that making it difficult to park will discourage use of 
vehicles.  Unfortunately, this does not reflect reality or practicality nor does it recognise 
the likelihood that future vehicles will have different power sources, so adequate parking 
facilities might still be needed.  In the meantime, parking has become a major problem 
throughout our suburbs as many homes, especially those that have become boarding 
houses, have five or so vehicles, mainly parked on the front lawn or nature strip, a practice
which inevitably destroys the grass and erodes gravel covering.  

(b)  There is also an increased incidence of large work vehicles being parked on properties
not designed to accommodate them.  If there is a rule about not parking large work 
vehicles in suburban areas, it should be enforced;  if not, then such a rule should be 
created and enforced.

(c)  Canberra’s current public transport system does not cater for the needs of all 
Canberrans.  The system has been designed for single journeys between two locations. It 
does not facilitate cross-district travel nor multi-stop journeys.  Such journeys often 
involve travelling in a circuitous route and changing buses which do not necessarily run at
interconnecting intervals.  The excessive amount of extra time required to travel via the 
current public transport system only encourages the continued use of cars in most parts of 
Canberra and for most purposes.  Working parents with young children, in particular, 
cannot use public transport to cover the range of activities necessary.  

(d)  Despite having an excellent network of footpaths, walking is not encouraged by their 
poor condition in our older suburbs.

(e)  Pedal Power ACT has requested improvement in cycling paths many times.  We 
support these requests.  Unfortunately, cycling paths tend to be shared paths where 
conflict with walkers is a nuisance to all, especially as many cyclists treat them as 
raceways.  Much better design is required if these paths are to accommodate more people 
walking or cycling, as encouraged by the ACT Government, especially with the recent 
arrival of electric scooters.

5.   Water supply

(a)  In the late 1960s, a water reservoir was constructed on the ridgeline behind 
Weetangera to serve our four suburbs.  During the great drought of the decade from 2000 
and with resultant increased water cost, residents reduced their water consumption.  This 
mainly affected gardens, particularly nature strips.  The effect of this was evident during 
last summer’s drought, when grass died off and nature strips became bare.   

(b)  The ACT Government has now constructed a water pipe from this reservoir down into 
the Molonglo Valley to service the new suburb of Whitlam.  At the same time, the ACT 
Government has indicated its preference to permit densification in all older RZ1 residential



areas, where single homes exist on individual blocks.  FoHV is concerned that the existing 
water reservoir will prove inadequate to meet this extended demand in future years.  

FoHV would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues at any time and trust that you 
will appreciate the need for change in many aspects of government-decision making.  We are 
encouraged by the announcement on 2 November that the Labor and Greens’ agreement will 
include reform to the planning system.  We hope our concerns outlined here will be fully 
addressed.


