
ANNUAL REPORT 2020

The past year has been much the same with the main issues being the planning for more 
community housing in the Frewin Place area of Scullin and on blocks 67-71 Belconnen Way, 
Weetangera, along with the child care centre on the former tennis centre in Walhallow Street, 
Hawker and the addition of a second dwelling on selected blocks.  

One unusual item was an ACT Government proposal to add two demountable classrooms 
(otherwise known as a “transportable learning unit”) to Hawker Primary School.  We were 
advised of concern that the school could not operate in its traditional fashion of open-plan 
teaching whilst incorporating classrooms separate from the main building.  FoHV wrote to the
Education Minister seeking assurance that this decision was made having full regard to the 
established teaching system of this school and after a site inspection to access the capacity to 
accommodate such a building. We were pleased that the proposal was subsequently 
withdrawn following discussions with the school, which had not previously been consulted.

The redevelopment of the Frewin Place site has been an ongoing saga.  Initially designated as 
the Scullin Community Health Centre, the building was used by various groups after this 
aspect of the community health system was discontinued.  A section of the site fronting Ross 
Smith Crescent was developed for the Cerebral Palsy Association several years ago followed 
by the construction of the Cambodian Buddhist Temple on the corner of Chewings Street and 
Belconnen Way.  The original health centre building was demolished last year and the site 
designated for community housing.  After local residents expressed concern, FoHV wrote 
outlining the issues.  Ultimately, the decision was made that the maximum number of 
dwellings would be fifteen and the maximum building height limited to two storeys, despite 
four storeys being permitted under the Territory Plan.

ACT Housing’s acquisition of three blocks on Belconnen Way, Weetangera for community 
housing also raised concerns for neighbours during community consultation.  These blocks 
had previously been the subject of a private development application in 2017 for nine 
adaptable housing units with a one-way driveway accessing the western end of the combined 
block, then moving across the rear of the block and down the other side to Belconnen Way.  
The amount of traffic adjacent to adjoining properties and associated noise was of concern at 
that time.  A revised plan created a two-way driveway in the centre of the combined block.  It 
was, therefore, a surprise to see that Housing ACT was proposing to use the original plan 
rather than the revised one.  FoHV wrote outlining these and other concerns to the Minister 
for Housing and Suburban Development in June but have received no response yet.

Another ongoing saga is the redevelopment of the Hawker tennis centre.  A development 
application for a childcare centre was approved previously but an amended application was 
lodged.  The FoHV submission emphasised the fact that the childcare centre only covers 25% 
of the total site and the owners were keen to develop the rest for housing, which requires 
rezoning from recreational use to residential which was previously denied.  We concluded that



“There is not enough information provided for satisfactory assessment of the plans for the 
child care centre in the context of intended future development of the rest of the property.”   

On 25 Jun 2020, the Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate let a 
tender for an assessment of community and recreational facilities for the districts of 
Belconnen and Woden Valley.  The contract expired on 16 Oct 2020.  The actual purpose of 
this tender is yet to be revealed.  Given the residential developments in the Molonglo Valley 
and west Belconnen, the results of the study could be significant, considering the large areas 
of playing fields in our four suburbs, especially the district playing fields in Hawker.

During this year, FoHV also made submissions to the ACT Budget 2020-21, the Spire inquiry 
(re expansion of the Canberra Hospital) and draft variations 365 (on Boarding Houses and 
Co-Housing) and 369 (on Trees and Infrastructure).

Finally, we wish to express our appreciation of the support received over the years from Anne 
Rose, who died on 17 October 2020, and her husband, Probyn Steer, who predeceased her on 
4 January 2018.  Both Probyn and Anne were founding members of the Friends of Hawker 
Village and continued their involvement to the end, having been granted life membership.


