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DA202037032 SCULLIN BLOCK 27 SECTION 43 
The Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) was established in 2010 to monitor proposals to 
redevelop the Hawker Village shopping centre and its catchment suburbs of Hawker, Page, 
Scullin and Weetangera. 

This application for a block in Scullin was lodged by the Islamic Practice and Dawah Circle 
(IPDC) “to build a worship place which can offer the multi-purpose facilities for men, women 
and children particularly in the Belconnen area”.  It is proposed to build the complex in three 
stages involving:

Main Hall, Prayer Hall, Women Recreational Area, Children Room, Parents’ Room, Library, Kitchen, 
Administrative Office, Seminar Hall, Classrooms, Living Room, Male & Female Toilets, Disability 
Toilets & Shower, Outdoor Playgrounds, Kids Play Area, Parking and Storage Facilities.

Situation

The block is 2,200 sq.m. in area and slopes from 622.25 m to 618.25 sq.m. above sealevel, i.e. a 
drop of four metres over a relatively short distance.  It is located between the Cambodian 
Buddhist temple on Block 28 and the Cerebral Palsy Association (CPA) on Block 22.  Eight 
community housing dwellings are planned for Block 20.  Humpy Hall occupies Block 13 and is 
surrounded by Block 24 and open space.  It is understood that Block 24 is intended for 
development.

Densification 

The DA indicates a building area of 1,086 sq.m. with a total proposed gross floor area of 1,011 
sq.m.  The building will be surrounded by other paved areas for paths and alfresco use.  The 
slope of the block enables a second storey on the downhill portion.  The front portion of the 
block will be entirely covered with concrete accommodating 18 parking spaces on-site.  Only 
relatively small setbacks are required, resulting in a majority of the block being covered by hard 
surfaces, as is currently the case with the CPA and temple blocks.  Construction of eight 
townhouses plus car accommodation and access driveways on Block 20 will, no doubt, lead to 
further loss of porous space in the area.  If Block 24 is sold for the same sort of development, 
maximising exploitation of the block, then Frewin Place will be dramatically changed from a 
treed green area to a concrete wonderland with only the surrounding greenery of Blocks 19 and 
17.  
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Setbacks

FoHV notes that there is no rule applying to setbacks in this development in a Community 
Facility Zone, just a vague criteria (C8) whose meaning is not clear.  We note that, on the side 
adjacent to the Buddhist temple, the setback ranges from 1369 at the rear to 5509 at the front.  
We consider that the rear setback is not adequate given the proximity of the temple to its side 
boundary.  Given that the IPDC side is a roofed alfresco area, there could be noise and privacy 
issues, despite the proposed masonry block retaining wall.

Drainage

The slope of the block means that the parking area will have a considerable slope draining down 
to the CPA car park.  It will be essential that significant drainage measures are taken to minimise
the effect of water flow across the carpark slope during the heavy downpours that are predicted 
to occur more frequently with climate change.

Tree removal

There are eight trees plus a group of smaller ones on the block.  All but two trees will be 
removed for the development to proceed, according to tree diagram 02.  One remaining tree is 
near the driveway entrance on Ross Smith Crescent, the other is at the rear of the block on the 
side boundary.  It is intended that four regulated trees will be removed and replaced by planting 
ten new trees on Blocks 19 and 24 according to tree diagram 01.  If Block 24 is scheduled for 
development, then this is a misguided pledge.  If Block 24 is to be rezoned to join Block 19 as 
open space, then that is welcomed.  We note that, in the group on Block 27, there are several 
small trees with a stake suggesting they were planted not long ago but these will now be 
removed to make way for the worship centre. 

Traffic

These blocks are edged by Belconnen Way and Chewings Street with access from Ross Smith 
Crescent.  The latter street is opposite the Catholic Church of St Matthew and, under normal 
conditions, is used by some parishioners for parking on Sunday mornings.  The street is not 
particularly wide and curves strongly at this point, thus reducing the frontage of Block 27.  The 
driveway entrances to the temple and CPA building already reduce available kerbside parking; 
the proposed driveway will reduce that further.  

Much traffic turns off Belconnen Way into Chewings Street and then into Ross Smith Crescent 
to access other parts of Scullin.  A median traffic island has been installed on Ross Smith 
Crescent at this intersection which blocks access to and from the Buddhist temple driveway for 
right hand turns.  Peak hours are particularly critical but visibility at the intersection with Duigan
Street, just around the bend is already an issue that needs attention.  It is likely that some vehicles
from the IPDC centre will return to Southern Cross Drive via Ross Smith Crescent, thus adding 
to the risk experienced by local residents. 

We note the statement that:

No traffic volume counts have been obtained for a quantitative analysis of the developments
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traffic generation and its interaction with the surrounding road network.

FoHV believe that a comprehensive traffic survey around the Chewings-Ross Smith intersection 
was warranted before this application was lodged.  In the current circumstances since March this 
year, no survey at this time will provide accurate data for forecasting future use and needs.

Public transport

This area is served by two bus routes, Nos. 42 and 44.  The first has bus stops on Belconnen 
Way, one accessed by a pedestrian underpass.  The second is not conveniently located with the 
nearest bus stops being on Chewings Street near the corner of Petterd Street, some distance 
away.  On Sundays, buses run every two hours, the last leaving the Scullin area around 8-9 pm.  
These routes connect to West Macgregor, Fraser and the Belconnen Bus Interchange but leave 
vast areas of Belconnen unconnected from a convenience perspective.  Motor cars will, 
necessarily, be the preferred form of transport, as indicated in the application.

Parking

The 18 parking spaces to be provided on-site will generally be adequate for week-day demand 
but not for weekend demand, at this time.  At present, this gap can be filled by using the public 
carpark of 44 spaces in Frewin Place.  The application states that these “parking spaces are 
normally empty during weekend”.  Demand for this space, however, will necessarily increase in 
future with completion of the eight townhouses on Block 20, despite on-site parking being 
provided, and potential development of Block 24.  Future needs should be factored into 
consideration of this application, with acknowledgment that on-street parking in Ross Smith 
Crescent becomes even more hazardous near the entrance to Frewin Place where the road has 
sweeping curves that obscure the view of traffic.

Summary

FoHV concerns include:

1. Loss of green space, especially trees, and replacement by hard surfaces, potentially over 
all of the Frewin Place area except for Blocks 17 and 19;

2. Extensive non-porous ground covering on a relatively-steep slope;
3. Need for strict drainage measures on the carpark area;
4. A comprehensive traffic survey is needed for Ross Smith Crescent between Chewings 

Street and Duigan Street; 
5. Need for greater privacy measures, especially setbacks, to ensure the comfortable 

operation of both the ICDC centre and the Buddhist temple.
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