
P.O. Box 4082
HAWKER   ACT   2614

secretary@friendsofhawkervillage.com

Phone: 0435 534 998

        

Ms Yvette Berry MLA,
Minister for Housing and Suburban Development,
GPO Box 1020,
Canberra, ACT 2601 
berry@act.gov.au 

c.c. Mr Jason Hart,
Assistant Director, Asset Planning,
Housing ACT
housingactrenewal@act.gov.au

Proposed Housing ACT Redevelopment 67-71 Belconnen Way, Weetangera

Dear Ms Berry,

The Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) have been advised that Housing ACT is intending to redevelop 
these blocks for public housing and is consulting neighbouring residents.  We note that the letter implies
these blocks were previously developed for public housing, which is not correct.  We presume this is a 
standard letter form and is not intended to convey any misleading impression.

Consultation process
The ACT Housing letter to neighbours and Attachment 1 “Engagement during the Covid-19 crisis” 
suggest that there will be no further DA consultation.  In light of this, FoHV would like to express our 
disappointment at the information provided.  

Driveway concerns 
We made a submission on a previous application by the original owners to redevelop their blocks for 
medium-density housing as the area is zoned RZ2.  The application, DA201731297, proposed a similar 
driveway layout to that in the current drawing, albeit with two separate two-storyed buildings fronting 
Belconnen Way, rather than the one massive frontage now proposed.  We are surprised that Housing 
ACT is proposing the same driveway access and similar building layout as that in the 2017 DA.

FoHV’s submission,  initially and at reconsideration, raised concerns about the proposed building layout 
and driveway, as follows:

The location of the driveway entrance is in an awkward position, being at the beginning of the slip 
lane turning into Springvale Drive off Belconnen Way.  It is the current location of the driveway for 71  
Belconnen Way (which) is not an ideal location, particularly as the nature strip has a significant uphill 
slope.  The driveway rises from 618m at the kerb to over 619m at the footpath near the front property
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boundary, giving a rise of over one metre across the nature strip.  Rear-end collisions will be not 
uncommon.

Parking provision for visitors appears to be inadequate.  Only one space is provided and the 
proponent’s comment that there is ample on-street parking displays a superficial knowledge of the 
neighbourhood.  The only reason that there are rarely cars parked on Belconnen Way is because the
traffic lanes are not wide enough to encompass on-road parking.  Any vehicle parked at the curb 
blocks the entire lane/one half of the carriageway.  This is particularly undesirable along the road in 
front of the property as there will be many vehicles coming from the city and town centre intending to
turn left into Springvale Drive and the Hawker Centre.  Residents and their visitors respond by parking 
on the nature strip, despite that being illegal, rather than risk damage to their vehicle.

It is most important that parking and driveway access be properly assessed and designed to ensure 
safety of residents, their visitors and the local community.

The DA was rejected but subsequently approved upon reconsideration involving a different design, 
including amending the driveway layout to a single central driveway for both entering and leaving the 
premises.

Our concerns about the current proposal ‘s intent to reinstate the original driveway plan remain the 
same and are not assuaged by the notice that traffic lights are to be installed.  FoHV have long been 
aware of the intention to install traffic lights at the intersection of Belconnen Way and Springvale Drive 
because it is a Designated Black Spot.  Whilst the design of the intersection has not been produced at 
this stage, we cannot see how traffic lights will reduce the hazard presented by a vehicle turning into the
development from the slip lane or kerbside lane, especially during evening peak hour and with the likely 
future increase in traffic coming from the Molonglo Valley via Coulter and Springvale Drives.

Parking
FoHV is also concerned that there is only one visitor parking spot and that is for the disabled.  It might 
be assumed that few residents and their guests will own vehicles but that is difficult to judge.  Our 
suburbs are overflowing with vehicles parked on the nature strip, to its detriment. As stated in our 
previous submission, this is a hazardous location for vehicles to be parked on the sloping nature strip 
and, hence, blocking the view of the intersection and the left turn into the Hawker Centre.  Further, 
vehicles are now also occasionally parked on the median strip, a practice which could increase with this 
development as currently designed.

Conclusion
In summary, we believe that this development is inappropriate so close to a black spot because of the 
driveway and parking inadequacies.   Approval of this DA, as proposed, will set a very bad precedent 
from a safety perspective for the type of development permitted near busy intersections such as this.      
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