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Throughout this year, the Friends of Hawker Village have continued to raise issues that affect the 

liveability of our four catchment suburbs of Hawker, Page, Scullin and Weetangera.  We lodged a 

submission on five public consultations: 

 City Services for Better Suburbs, which involved a kitchen-table discussion to determine 

what issues were of concern to residents; 

 Inquiry into DA processes, where we also addressed the Planning Committee of Inquiry; 

 New Bus Network 2019 proposed significant changes to our local bus network which were 

challenged and the status quo retained in most instances; 

 Budget 2018-19, citing the need for adequate funding for water supply, treatment of stroke 

patients in Canberra, paediatric services in Belconnen, timely emergency treatment, 

adequate primary school capacity, bus shelters and public toilets, along with enforcement of 

verge maintenance by residents; 

 Draft Variation 350 to the Territory Plan which implemented our long-desired change in the 

designation of blocks in standard RZ1 and RZ2 residential areas as either single or multi-unit 

without regard to the historical practice of permitting dual-occupancies as long as they 

resembled and adhered to the same planning rules as a standard single-dwelling house. 

A further twelve submissions were made on development applications that presented particular 

issues that undermined the desired character of our neighbourhood.  Of the DA decisions received in 

the financial year, nine were refused, two were approved with conditions and only one, in 

Weetangera, was approved outright.  The issues involved were: 

 Boarding house proposal in Giralang in a standard RZ1 residential zone to replace an existing 

house on a large block with a boarding house to accommodate 24 students.  We objected on 

the grounds that what was proposed was more correctly described as unsupervised student 

accommodation and not appropriate for an RZ1 block according to the planning rules.  We 

were concerned its approval would set a precedent for other suburbs.  The initial proposal 

was refused on this ground and a second DA with slight variations was also refused. 

 Redevelopment of RZ2 blocks (replacing the single dwelling with multi-units) – two separate 

DAs for blocks in Weetangera were each refused twice and two DAs for blocks in Page were 

also refused, one involving a reconsideration of the original decision, which was affirmed. 

 Redevelopment of two other RZ2 blocks in Weetangera were approved with conditions but 

one has since lodged another DA, the decision for which is pending. 

 The DA for a childcare centre on the old Hawker tennis centre site adjacent to the bowling 

club is still awaiting decision.  This use has been approved in this zone. 

Our major concerns related to the intended overdevelopment of the sites with little respect for the 

natural limitations of the block and the neighbourhood context.  The rules governing densification in 

https://friendsofhawkervillage.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/new-bus-network-2019.pdf


RZ2 areas have reduced side, front and rear setbacks, minimal private outdoor space and little 

remaining green space compared with past practice.  These negatives are exacerbated by the use of 

the merit track in the planning process which allows the rules to be bent at the discretion of the 

developer and ACTPLA. 

The only development this year in the vicinity of the Hawker Group Centre was the addition of a 

large shipping container for recycling plastic bottles.  Whilst this is a welcome facility, it occupies 

most of the remaining green space between the two carparks between the service station and KFC.  

This small plot of land is the only open green space in the centre and is now effectively covered by 

the shipping container and eight charity bins.  FoHV has objected in the past to the unsightly nature 

of the charity bins and there was some improvement from more regular monitoring.  There was no 

community consultation, however, on the placement of the large shipping container. 

Whilst we are pleased to have had some success in having a number of unacceptable DA’s rejected 

or amended, it is disappointing that a community action group such as ours has to be so vigilant in 

order to produce these results.  It is also apparent that the ACT Government places little importance 

on good and appropriate urban design and environmental criteria when assessing development 

applications.  Rather, there appears to be almost total reliance on physical dimensions and 

limitations for the assessment of most residential building applications. 

 


