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CANBERRA   ACT   2601 

By email: berry@act.gov.au  

HAWKER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

TRANSPORTABLE LEARNING UNIT 

Dear Ms Berry, 

Introduction 

1. The Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) wish to raise some issues regarding the intention to 

place a demountable/transportable building containing two classrooms on the site of the 

Hawker Primary School to accommodate an extra 50 students.  These issues relate to the 

open-plan teaching system and school design, along with the restricted site possibilities for 

placement of the demountable unit. 
 

2. This Association was formed in 2010 to protect and enhance the residential, suburban and 

environmental qualities of the Hawker Group Centre and its four catchment suburbs of 

Hawker, Page, Scullin and Weetangera.  We consider that this decision affects all four 

suburbs. 
 

3. Firstly, FoHV would appreciate assurance that this decision was made having full regard to 

the established teaching system of this school and after a site inspection to access the 

capacity to accommodate such a building.   
 

Teaching system 

4. You will be aware that no primary school was planned originally for Hawker on the 

expectation that residents would have older families which would be served by the 

Belconnen High School which had been constructed in anticipation of the houses.  The 

Hawker residents with younger children immediately lobbied for a primary school which was 

granted.  Their choice was for an open-plan school resulting in a design specifically suited to 

the open-plan teaching system.  This system has operated since the school opened in 1976 
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and the design of classrooms opening into each other and into a central library has proved 

successful.  This design results in two or three classes in each classrooms with the teachers 

working together.  Whilst not the preferred learning style of many parents, there has been a 

strong demand for this style of teaching.  

 

5. It is difficult to see how a separate building could be integrated into this teaching system 

without requiring significant changes to current practice.  We note that a few other schools in 

Canberra have varying open-plan designs, including the recently-opened Margaret Hendry 

School in Taylor.1  This indicates that the ACT Government supports this modern style of 

learning. 
 

Site characteristics 

6. Further, the school site is not a large block and is shared with a self-sufficient preschool 

which has always been fenced off from the primary school.  The open ground includes a 

playground, an area of play equipment, a large slippery dip on a big mound and a rock 

seating area – all of which are available for public use outside school hours.   
 

7. The only area suitable for the demountable is beside the school hall and adjacent to the public 

footpath running from Erldunda Circuit to Murranji Street. This site is near public play 

equipment.  It is highly likely that the proximity of the demountable to the school boundary 

will require the school to be fenced off to prevent interference with the building.  The High 

School has already been fenced and now looks like Belconnen’s answer to the Alexander 

Maconochie Centre. 
 

8. We understand that the P&C and School Board are concerned by the potential effect of the 

demountable and extra students on the operation of the Hawker Primary School.  We also 

understand there was no consultation with the school staff or parents before this decision was 

announced.  It is not clear how “Transportable classrooms will provide flexible, high-quality 

learning environments for students” in this case.2 
 

Alternative Schools  

9. Secondly, FoHV must refer to the closure of schools around 1989 when initial enrolments 

had declined as the population aged.   This saw the loss of half the schools serving the 

Hawker Village area – Scullin in 1988 and Page in 1989.  The latter has been demolished and 

the land sold for residential development.  The former still exists but now accommodates 

only preschool to Year 2 plus a private childcare operation.  The children from these two 

suburbs now have the choice of several neighbouring schools including Hawker and 

                                                                    
1 https://www.smh.com.au/education/no-classrooms-year-levels-or-teachers-how-to-build-a-new-
school-20190129-p50ufa.html  

2 https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1380812/1905_Our-Canberra-Belconnen_July-

FA-WEB.pdf 
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Weetangera.  The Higgins Primary School was closed and demolished in recent years and 

has also been sold for residential purposes.  Florey abuts both Page and Scullin and the 

Florey Primary School is accessible by an underpass from each suburb.  
 

10. As the population of suburbs regenerates, demand for school places increases.  The latest 

available data is the School Census of 2018 which shows the following information: 

 

Primary School Enrolment Capacity Comment 

Hawker 347 350 
excludes preschool 

Scullin-Southern Cross 
134 147 

“ 

Weetangera 427 556 “ 

Florey 427 600 “ 

 

11. Whilst Hawker is close to full (currently at 344 students), the other schools still have 

capacity, according to the 2018 statistics.  Weetangera Primary School was also designed as 

an ‘open plan’ school able to accommodate four classes in each learning space. Over the 

years, enrolments have declined to the extent that each unit was required to accommodate 

only 2-3 classes, thereby creating space for classes to combine for some activities.  We have 

been advised that currently there are no units with four classes at Weetangera Primary but 

allowing enrolments to approach capacity would result in up to 100+ children in some units.  

We believe that this would not be a desirable outcome. 
 

Conclusion 

12. The optimal response would be to restore Scullin to a full primary school and make it the 

Priority Enrolment Area (PEA) school for the suburbs of Page and Scullin (Florey, Hawker 

and Weetangera schools would cease to be PEAs).  Demountables could be used at Scullin to 

convert it to a full P-6 school.  Has this option been considered? 
 

13. FoHV appreciates that the ACT Government is concerned to minimize the need for 

administrative staff in schools to reduce costs.  We believe, however, that creating three 

schools to serve the four suburbs of Hawker, Weetangera, Page and Scullin would provide 

better outcomes for all.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

9 September 2019 


