
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2017/18 

 

This has been a busy year with further action on the state of our aged footpaths, illegal 

parking on nature strips, dual occupancies, Standing Committee inquiries and development 

applications (DAs).  There has been no change to the condition of the Hawker Centre with 

the old TAB premises still empty apart from stored furniture.  This was, at least, useful when 

the post office was renovated and made use of the storage space temporarily.  The new 

controls on clearance of the charity bins have seen a distinct improvement in the area. 

The issue of dual occupancies on a block not originally designated for multi-unit housing and 

within a single house-sized building designed to look like a single residence was finally 

addressed with DV350 which will remove the definition of ‘single dwelling block’ from the 

Territory Plan and replace it with a definition of ‘standard block’.  This is now the subject of 

an inquiry by the Standing Committee into Planning and Urban Renewal.  

Submissions on DAs were made for the following: 

7-9 Smith Street, Weetangera – the submission for this DA was lodged on 29 Jun 2017 and 

was approved on 7 Dec 2017.  FoHV joined neighbours in appealing the decision to ACAT on 

the grounds that the number of dwellings and internal roads meant the designated amount 

of open space was not provided, which severely reduced the space for plantings and shade 

trees, with tight access to garages and inadequate onsite parking given the location on a 90-

degree bend in a narrow road with no footpath.  The decision was upheld with conditions. 

67-71 Belconnen Way, Weetangera – these three blocks are located at the access to 
Springvale Drive.  This reconsideration of an earlier proposal, for which FoHV also lodged a 
submission, made the following changes: The original proposal to build nine units of 
adaptable housing on three adjoining blocks was replaced with a proposal to build eight 
two-storeyed duplex-style dwellings and the single one-way driveway looping around the 
development was replaced with a central double driveway, the entrance now being further 
away from the Springvale turn than previously.  The original houses are now for lease.  

5-7 Belbin Place, Macquarie – upon their request, FoHV assisted the neighbours of this 
development in negotiating the DA process and made a submission on the ground that this 
over-development of two blocks at the top of a cul-de-sac is typical of what is happening in 
Weetangera.  The DA was rejected.  Upon reconsideration, an amended proposal was also 
rejected. 



 

 

3 Chuculba Crescent, Giralang – this DA proposed building a boarding house with 24 rooms 
in an RZ1 area (basic residential).  FoHV objected on the ground that this was essentially a 
commercial enterprise and would set a precedent for other suburbs.  The DA was rejected. 

150 Belconnen Way, Scullin – this was a reconsideration of a previous proposal that FoHV 
had appealed to ACAT regarding a dual occupancy of the type now covered by DV350.  
Despite our representations, this DA for five dwellings instead of six in RZ1 was approved. 

6 Southwell Street, Weetangera – this is a sloping block on the corner of Davis Street; the 
proposal was for three two-storeyed dwellings, two of which look like three-storeys.  FoHV 
objected on the grounds of bulk and scale and excessive hard coverage of the front yards 
and nature strip by three driveways. 

1 Springvale Drive, Weetangera – on the corner of Belconnen Way where the slip lane is 
located; proposal for a lease variation to permit three adaptable dwellings.  FoHV concerns 
arose from the block’s location at a major intersection and main access point to the Hawker 
commercial centre.  The lease variation was approved. 

Submissions to Legislative Assembly inquiries were: 

Housing Choices – FoHV pointed out that properties in RZ2 areas, where some densification 
is allowed, have become more expensive because developers are prepared to pay more for 
them than potential owner-occupiers.  Concern was also expressed that continual increases 
in population cannot possibly be absorbed within the ACT without eventually covering the 
entire buildable land surface with concrete and very tall buildings to the exclusion of green 
space sufficient to provide effective shade and absorption of stormwater.  Criticisms were 
made of the inadequacy of the planning rules which are producing an outcome that is 
detrimental to the environment and the neighbourhood. 

Nature in the City – FoHV highlighted the loss of shade trees and greenery with densification 
leading to an increase in the heat island effect in summer and loss of sunlight in winter.  We 
suggested that imported planning approaches should be discarded in favour of a careful 
analysis of what is needed for the specific ACT site and what will work into the future to the 
benefit of all Canberrans, not just to developers and the Territory’s treasury. 

Finally, an issue that has not yet progressed to the DA stage: 

Hawker Tennis Centre – FoHV has been involved in consultation on yet another plan to 
redevelop the Hawker Tennis Centre which has been left deserted and unused for some 
time.  A recent fire in the residence was sad to see.  The intention now is to change the 
zoning from recreation to Community Facilities with a residential overlay for medium-
density housing.  This is an important issue for the future of Hawker’s sporting facilities as 
housing on this site would set a precedent for continual, gradual erosion of the local 
recreational resources. 

VALE Warren Prince:  In February, we lost one of our founding members who contributed 
immensely in the early days. 
 


