
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2016/17 

 

Hawker Village Centre 

This financial year has seen a continuation of improvement in clearing around the charity 

bins at the Hawker Centre and the area tends to look more respectable than in the past.  

The new restaurant has improved the centre’s appearance but has been replaced by the 

long-empty TAB office at the entrance to the plaza area.   The plaza area is now largely 

smoke-free as smoking has long been banned in outdoor eating and drinking areas, and 

since September last year is now also banned within ten metres of playground equipment.  

We supported this decision by lodging a submission during the public consultation period, 

suggesting that the entire plaza be made smoke-free. 

Local planning issues 

Other submissions were made in relation to Development Applications that could have a 

detrimental impact on the Hawker centre and its catchment suburbs.  Two proposals near 

the intersection of Belconnen Way and Springvale Drive in Weetangera were of particular 

concern.  One was rejected and the plans subsequently amended in recognition of our main 

concern about the hazard posed to traffic turning from Belconnen Way into Springvale 

Drive.  The other decision is still pending.  If approved, this would lead to considerable 

congestion around one of the bends in Smith Street, Weetangera. 

We again raised our concerns about the treatment of dual occupancies involving a two-

bedroomed dwelling with attached one-bedroomed flat in a building that looks like a single 

dwelling and have been advised that a change to the definition is in progress.  Our appeal, 

as a joined party with ACT Planning, of a Development Application in Scullin comprising one 

of these buildings has not yet been determined.   

Maintenance of infrastructure 

In the lead-up to the ACT election last September, we compiled a questionnaire for 

candidates which was completed by the major parties.  We also made a submission to the 

ACT Budget for 2017/18 in which we requested more money for maintenance of footpaths 

and such.  There has been little maintenance to date.  The promised improved pedestrian 

access between the shops and medical centre has still not yet eventuated.  The response to 

a reported hazardous hump in the footpath on Beetaloo Street opposite KFC was that it 

would be put on next year’s works list.   



All FoHV correspondence and submissions are available on our website at 

https://friendsofhawkervillage.com/submissions/.  
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