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DA 201833876 Block 21 Section 1 Weetangera, 1 Morton Street 
 
 
The Friends of Hawker Village, encompassing the suburbs of Weetangera, Page, Scullin and 
Hawker, welcome the opportunity to comment on this development application.  We would 
like to highlight the following issues that need serious attention: 

 
1. The location of the block should be carefully considered in assessing its suitability for 

this development of three dwellings. 
a. The frontage is on Gillespie Street which is a major access road into the suburb, 

especially from the Hawker shopping centre.  Morton Street is also a feeder road 
into the northern part of the suburb.  From a normal traffic point of view, this is 
not likely to be a problem. 

b. The only bus route servicing Weetangera and expected to continue doing so, 
according to the proposed revised bus system, passes from the Hawker Centre 
on Springvale Drive into Gillespie Street.  The first bus stop is located in the 
middle of the frontage of this block on Gillespie Street, as shown on the site map.  
This bus stop is used by local residents, as well as by residents of the nearby flats 
and townhouses in Hawker.  It is a well-used bus stop. 

c. On winter mornings, the bus stop will be in the shadow of the two-storeyed 
sections of the proposed dwellings, making it very cold for those catching the bus 
to work, according to the shadow diagram. 

d. Placement of the bus stop in another position is not possible, due to a dip in 
Gillespie Street on the east which obscures vision.  The current location is the 
only viable location for this bus stop.     

2. The Statement against Rules and Criteria refers to a block in Kambah and, in the colour 
file only, to units 1 and 2 – is this totally the wrong document or a ‘copy and paste’ 
header error? 

a. The statement, in reference to the rules and criteria, just states ‘complies’ 
without any detail, which is unhelpful.   

b. It appears that Rule 5 does apply and is met – therefore ‘Not Applicable’ is not an 
appropriate response. 

c. Generally, applicants need to be more careful and provide more detailed 
responses e.g. asserted plot ratio, asserted open space etc. 

d. If the Statement is not for the Weetangera block, we need the correct document 
emailed to us. 
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3. As at Sunday 1 July 2018, neither Regulated Tree 4 nor Tree 5 are visible; they appear to 
have been removed before approval has been given. 

a. Tree 4 appears, from the photograph in the Tree Assessment Report, to be an 
original tree, given the size of the two remaining trunks and the stump.  There is 
no detail provided about age nor of when the third trunk was removed.  There is 
no indication that it is currently dangerous nor of its life-expectancy if it was left 
untouched. 

b. The current development plan seems to be the motivation for removing this tree.  
FoHV considers that developers regard trees as disposable and there is little 
regard to the importance of trees in the urban environment.  

c. A final landscape plan is required.  Being on the north-eastern and south-western 
sides of the block, the existing street trees will not be particularly effective in 
shading the block in summer. 

4. There is no vehicle movement diagram.  
5. The ‘brushed copper features’ appear to be very reflective surfaces (see colour file).  

They should not be visible from the street or neighbouring properties and, preferably, 
should not be used at all on a suburban residential building.  

 
FoHV would appreciate receiving the final landscape plan by email when it is available and 
the vehicle movement diagram. 
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