
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015-2016 

 

This year, we continued our efforts to improve the convenience of the Hawker shopping centre.  Our 

main focus was on footpath maintenance and access, loss of greenery in the central plaza and the 

condition and location of charity bins.  The 2014-2015 pledge by Roads ACT that wheelchair access 

between the medical centre and the shops would be upgraded to the appropriate standard has not 

been fulfilled.  We will continue to monitor issues concerning the Hawker Village Centre and raise 

these with appropriate Government representatives, as appropriate. 

Improvement of the plaza atmosphere with greenery has proven difficult because of the rodents 

that were the reason the magnificent wisteria creeper was removed and because there is no 

practical capacity to plant trees or shrubs due to the proliferation of underground pipes of different 

kinds.  A challenge for the community is to come up with an alternative form of decoration that will 

enhance the plaza, such as replacing the metal mesh on the sunken roofed enclosure that makes the 

plaza look like a gaol-yard exercise area. 

Our letter to the owner of the central building regarding the need for owners to maintain their 

public areas was followed by action on the two long-closed shops – video store and drycleaners.  

After a good twelve months of effort, those two shops have been combined and redecorated to 

create a new restaurant space.  The hoarding has been renewed to announce that the restaurant is 

named “The Olive at Hawker”.  We await its opening. 

Our continual representations about the charity bins were followed by an announcement that the 

Minister was looking at closing some collection areas.  No further decision has been announced 

regarding closure but The Smith Family was recently contracted to do a daily sweep of all bins in a 

three-month trial. 

A development application for a Cambodian Buddhist temple to be constructed on a block near 

Humpy Hall prompted an examination of the way that land has been subdivided.  The shape of the 

blocks suggests there could be traffic issues if each block has a driveway access close to each other 

along Ross Smith Crescent near the Chewings Street intersection.  Our question to Government 

regarding allocation of the two remaining blocks elicited the response that there has been no action 

on that front so far.  The only concern with the current proposal was overflow parking from the 

annual fete, since there is minimal parking provided on-site.  

Of particular concern was the realisation that the wording of the Territory Plan provides for a greater 

level of densification on dual occupancy blocks in Page, Scullin and Weetangera than on next-door 

blocks containing a single dwelling.  This is despite these dual occupancies having the same setbacks 

and building footprint as single houses.  Instead of an even level of densification on all blocks in 

those areas, depending on the size of the block, those with a single dwelling at present will be able 



to have two-three dwellings;  those with a dual occupancy, despite currently looking identical to a 

single home, will be able to have four to six dwellings.  This will bring an uneven change to the 

suburban landscape, along with parking issues. 

Accordingly, Friends of Hawker Village decided to lodge an appeal to the ACT Civil and 

Administrative Tribunal regarding a dual occupancy block on the corner of Belconnen Way and 

Petterd Street, Page.  The original development application in 2013 for six two-storeyed townhouses 

with basement parking was rejected but later approved for five units with basement parking.  A later 

application in 2014 for five units with surface parking was also approved.  We appealed a 2015 

decision to vary the lease for approval from two units to five units.  This proved that the problem lies 

with the wording of the Territory Plan which controls development and change in Canberra. 

Another feature of the Territory Plan was highlighted by the approval of an application to build a 

double garage and double driveway occupying almost the entire front yard of a house in McGinness 

Street, Scullin, in apparent contravention of the six-metre front set back that applies to all blocks.  

This was permitted under the latitude provided by the vague criteria introduced in the Territory Plan 

in 2008 in response to lobbying that rules are too restrictive.  This sets a precedent for front yards to 

effectively disappear across the suburbs. 

All FoHV correspondence is available on our website at 

https://friendsofhawkervillage.wordpress.com/submissions/.  
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