
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 

9) Residential developments are increasingly being approved in suburban neighbourhoods which 
seem to conflict with good planning requirements.  For example, on random residential blocks in 
Higgins, Scullin, Page and Weetangera are homes which look like a single dwelling but actually 
comprise a two-bedroom residence with attached one-bedroom flat.  The Government’s policy of 
treating these random blocks as multi-unit blocks means that redevelopment is permitted at a 
greater level of densification than would be permitted on adjoining blocks.   

Q.9  Do you believe that permitting a higher level of densification on these scattered blocks is 
consistent with residential zone objectives, especially in allowing limited change while 
avoiding negative impacts on neighbouring properties?   

 
 YES NO  

 Greens Tye  

 

Comment 
 
Liberals: 
The Canberra Liberals believe that there is a demand for small redevelopments in suburbs, 

however, these have to be tasteful and complementary to the existing character of the area. 

Unfortunately, there have been numerous developments in RZ2 areas that have tainted the 

level of community acceptance of all redevelopments. The Canberra Liberals would prefer to 

see small RZ2 developments, such as dual occupancies, as preferable to large ones. However, 

any such development must include protections for neighbours regarding privacy, traffic 

impacts and urban character. 

 

Greens:   
As outlined in our planning initiative, the ACT Greens are committed to reviewing the 

Territory Plan to support smarter, greener developments.  We believe that appropriate urban 

infill is a more sustainable and better planning outcome than continuing to develop greenfill 

sites into our precious bushland.   

We will work with the community to review residential codes in established areas, to ensure 

the existing look and feel of suburbs is maintained while allowing for more strategic block 

consolidation.  For example, a review may find that there are opportunities for more 

sustainable townhouses with good solar access, landscaping (including deep rooted trees) and 

better traffic arrangements, than what is currently occurring under the current ad hoc 

approach. However, we note that it is important to ensure decent and genuine community 

consultation in neighbourhoods, and also to ensure that any developments are in line with 

agreed plans for the area.  

 

Labor: 
People in our community want and need greater housing choice, so they can keep living in 

their community as they grow older, and we can have a range of affordable housing options 

for all members of our community. Our engagement in the development of the Statement of 

Planning Intent highlighted the desire for neighbourhoods throughout the city to be inclusive, 

providing housing choice and community facilities that meet the needs of all socio-

demographic groups and allow for aging in place. 

ACT Labor is committed to an Urban Renewal agenda to build better housing, better suburbs 

and better communities.  And we are also committed to doing it well.  


