
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 

8) The suburbs of south Belconnen are now almost fifty years old. Footpaths are disintegrating due 
to neglect while roads and playgrounds have been poorly maintained due to lack of funding. 

Q.8  Do you support the allocation of increased funding in the annual ACT Budget to restore  
and maintain the public infrastructure in Belconnen’s older suburbs?  
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Greens 
Labor 

  

 

Comment 
 
Liberals: 
The Canberra Liberals are committed to ensuring that traditional council services are not 

forgotten. We believe the maintenance of trees, parks, reserves, roads, footpaths, etc should 

be a priority for a Territory Government. However, in recent years, I'm concerned that there 

has been a deterioration in the quality of such service delivery. The Liberals are committed to 

returning the focus of Government back to core business so that we can make Canberra an 

even better place. Whilst there are many competing issues that the ACT Government must 

consider, taking pride in the appearance of the city should not be neglected whilst they 

squander money on many unnecessary programs. 

 
Greens:   
The ACT Greens are committed to increased funding for walking and cycling infrastructure 

and we will be announcing a large increase in funding for active travel, including 

footpaths.  This will include construction of new works and maintenance of existing facilities, 

with specific works to be undertaken around schools.  We are also funding additional age-

friendly suburbs to ensure that older people have the infrastructure needed to get around their 

neighbourhood.  The ACT Greens have announced increased funding to improve maintenance 

of existing roads.  

The ACT Greens have also committed additional funding to upgrade and irrigate high use 

public areas.  We also want to fund more co-ordinators to help volunteer groups in the 

maintenance of urban public spaces and reserves. 

 

Labor: 
ACT Labor has announced it will provide $2.7 million in additional funding to rectify and 

upgrade the top 100 paths around Canberra. 

This will build on the ACT Labor Government’s delivery of unprecedented levels of funding 

for roads, playgrounds, footpaths, mowing and maintenance of our public places and spaces, 

right across the city: 

 Roads ACT maintain over 5,900 kilometres of road every year, which covers about 20 

million square metres, as well as close to 1,000 bridges and monitors a large stormwater 

system. 

 Every year Roads ACT provides a range of maintenance services across the region, 

including road sweeping, patch repairs and footpath maintenance, among others.  In 2015, 

Roads maintenance crews conducted 619,607 square metres of road surfacing, 18,016 

square metres of patching and asphalting work and a further maintenance work to 18,425 

square metres of footpaths in the ACT. 



 Last year, Roads ACT collected 16,907 cubic metres of debris from street sweeping and 

from gross pollutant traps in our lakes and other bodies of water. The debris can include 

leaf litter and other plant material as well as general rubbish. 

 Every year our street sweepers cover over 17,500 kilometres of ACT roads, or 

approximately the distance from Canberra to London and Roads ACT is responsible for 

clearing 200 gross pollutant traps across the region. 

 Sign maintenance or replacement was conducted on 4,728 signs in 2015 alone.  This 

works out to nearly 13 signs a day.  

 This year the mowing budget was increased by $1 million to $8.7 million in the last ACT 

Budget. 

 During growing season (between August-May) sports fields in Belconnen are mowed 

weekly and suburban public areas are mowed monthly. 

 Last year 9,500 hectares of grass in Belconnen was mowed and 21 sports grounds were 

maintained. 

 $2.7 million was allocated to playground upgrades in the 2016/17 Budget and this is 

funding new fences around playgrounds in Spence (Glassey Pace) and Kaleen (Alberga 

Street), and new play equipment at the Birrell Street Playground in Page and Kesteven 

Street Playground in Florey. 

 Playgrounds in Belconnen are inspected at least every fortnight and last year 146 

playgrounds were maintained. 

 


