
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 
 

7) Political donations from property developers are prohibited in NSW but not in the ACT. 
 

Q.7  Do you believe that prohibiting or limiting political donations by developers, as is the 
practice in other jurisdictions, would help to restore integrity to the planning process?   
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Greens 

  

 

 Comment 
  

Liberals:   
Simple bans on classes of people who can donate to political parties was not supported by the 

High Court.  Also it is not precisely clear what people mean by developers.  Some unions, 

various community organisations as well as superannuation funds, at various times, act as 

property developers.  The Canberra Liberals believe that the issue is not so much the source 

of donations but the speed and accuracy with which donations are publically reported. 

 

Greens:   
The ACT Greens are committed to a ban on developer contributions.  We used to have strong 

donation laws in the ACT that meant only individuals who lived here could donate. Two 

years ago, the Liberal and Labor parties ganged up to tear down those laws. It was one of 

those times when the Greens amendments were voted down 16:1.  

Here is our announcement on banning developer donations.  

We are also committed to the establishment of an ACT Integrity Commission. 

 

Labor: 
   The Labor Party has announced that it will no longer accept property developer donations, 

effective immediately, and will bring forward a total ban to the Assembly in the next term. 

The Liberal Party has not agreed to match Labor’s refusal to accept such donations, or 

support a wider ban. 

   The ACT Labor Government also recently passed a package of reforms that lowered 

expenditure caps, created the consistent treatment of anonymous gifts and increased public 

funding to improve the ACT electoral system. The Electoral Amendment Act 2015 made 

significant improvements to strengthen the integrity of our electoral system as the cornerstone 

of a robust democracy and a society in which citizens can truly participate.  

   ACT Labor will continue to implement policies that improve the standard of conduct, 

propriety and ethics in the Territory’s public sector. Labor has announced it will establish an 

Integrity Commission as part of a package to maintain high ethical standards amongst 

Assembly members and within the public sector. 

 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/actgreens/pages/5527/attachments/original/1472475380/160828_-_Ban_developer_donations.pdf

