
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 

6) There are considerable concerns within the community about both the processes and outcomes 
of the ACT’s planning regime.  The processes are said to lack transparency and accountability and 
to involve inadequate consultation, which is substantially ignored.  The outcomes are said to fall 
short of what should be expected for a national capital.   
 

Q.6  Do you believe that an independent review of the ACT’s planning processes would be 
helpful in ensuring that the Government’s processes are consistent with best practice? 
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Greens 

  

 
 

Comment 
 
Liberals: 
Canberrans are tired of having a planning system that is too complex, lacks balance, provides 

no certainty, is frequently changed and simply promotes Government thought bubbles. 

For generations, Canberra was upheld as an example of how planning and consultations 

should be done. Our city’s future needs were catered for in infrastructure provision, including 

green space, schools, local shops and other recreation and cultural facilities. However, in 

recent years, the planning system has become dominated by lobbyists and other Government 

insiders who are all working in isolation. There seems to be no vision for the city centre, the 

town centres, suburbs or the broader footprint of Canberra. This must change. 

A Liberal Government will restore integrity in the planning system. We will have a 

framework and rules that everyone can understand, and most importantly, it will be a 

framework that shapes the future we want. 

The Canberra Liberals will bring confidence, balance, integrity and certainty back to planning 

in Canberra. We will rein in the role of the Land Development Agency and we will ensure 

that the city and town centres become the self-sufficient communities that they were intended 

to be. In doing this, we will restore the vision of the garden city, take the pressure off our 

suburbs, and ensure that density occurs only in places where we have the infrastructure to 

support such growth. 

 
Greens:  
The ACT Greens planning initiative commits to ensuring the independence of the ACT 

Planning and Land Authority so that strategic planning takes precedence over the land 

development arm of Government.  It also commits to a restructure of the LDA with expertise 

on the Board to include affordable housing, urban design excellence and community 

representation. 

 

Labor: 
The Planning system is constantly being reviewed, revised and improved.  ACT Labor is 

committed to ensuring that there is extensive, effective and meaningful consultation with the 

community not just in relation to planning matters but in all areas. 

The Territory plan is a ‘live document’ which is amended to suit the needs of our community, 

and in line with the urban renewal agenda of the ACT Labor Government, and enables us to 

implement the outcomes of the extensive consultation undertaken last year on the statement of 

planning intent as well as the master planning program. 



Each master plan sets out objectives and strategies to manage development and change area 

overtime. They work within the context of what is important about a place and how to 

enhance its character and quality. Community involvement in defining the scope and area for 

individual master plans is key to that.  

Masterplanning informs the planning for the city of our future, and aims to address, in 

consultation with the community: 

Increased Density, allowing for higher density development in centres, close to services and 

public transport and to reduce our urban footprint.  

Better Public transport, incorporating development with the Frequent Network and along 

transport corridors. Encouraging more users onto these services through safe and easy access, 

better pedestrian connections, and allowing for park and ride facilities.  

Traffic and car parking, managing traffic and parking issues by encouraging better pedestrian 

and cyclist connections to desired destinations.  

Public domain, allowing for green urban spaces, such as tree-lined streets and pocket parks, to 

help ameliorate urban temperatures and absorb air pollutants.  

Community facility planning, identifying facilities to cater for the needs of current and future 

populations.  

The statement of planning intent committed to investigating, reviewing and improving codes 

such as the Single Dwelling Housing Development Code, incorporating things like active 

living principles in the Territory Plan, and investigating mechanisms to incentivise innovation 

and sustainable high quality urban renewal, such as inclusion of outcome and performance 

based provisions in Territory Plan precinct codes aimed at targeted urban renewal areas.  

Further information is available at www.planning.act.gov.au 

 

http://www.planning.act.gov.au/

