
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 
4)   Local suburban shopping centres, both small and intermediate, are a particular feature of 
Canberra’s design.   

Q.4  Do you have a vision for how local centres can continue to flourish, given the impact of 
larger centres and a more mobile population?   
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Liberals 
Greens 
Labor 

  

 

B)  If YES, what are some or your ideas? 

Comment 
 

Tye:   
   As a small business owner for over 30 years, I want to encourage small business. These 

centres, with their lower rents, easier parking & proximity to local residents provide excellent 

opportunities. There are many things we can do to increase the vibrancy of these centres, but 

above all we need to secure a strong, diverse & resilient ACT economy. An economically 

sustainable ACT is vital (to give small business the confidence to invest in their business). An 

unsustainable economic base, erodes business confidence in the future and is the number 1 

enemy of business investment. Sustainable Australia has the policies to ensure an 

economically sustainable ACT. 

 
Liberals: 
   The maintenance and look of local centres is pivotal to keeping them vibrant and attractive 

to customers.  The Canberra Liberals have also committed an additional $6 million towards 

the regeneration of suburban shopping centres. Whilst the public realm at some centres is in 

good shape, at other centres, work is required. Such improvements may be as major as the 

construction of public toilets or reconfiguring traffic arrangements through to minor works 

such as upgrading signage or installing new street furniture. A Liberal Government will work 

with building owners, traders and the community to prioritise works.  The Canberra Liberals 

will work with the owners of centres to ensure that shop upgrades are as effective as possible 

and help to keep local centres vibrant.   

   We will not repeat the mistakes of the current government which spent $500,000 on the 

upgrade of the parking area at the stand alone bottle shop on Tillyard Drive but had not 

addressed its other 2012 election commitments to upgrade shops in Belconnen. 

 

Greens:   
   The ACT Greens believe that local shops and group centres are vitally important for 

community life.   

   It is essential that the community is fully engaged in the future of their local shops.  With 

community support it may be possible to identify opportunities for increased housing density 

close to local shops to provide housing choice and help increase the viability of the 

shops.  This could include allowing people to age in place within their community with close 

access to shops, services and public transport. It could also provide opportunities for first 

home owners to live in established suburbs. 



   It is important that any development plans for an area include genuine community 

consultation processes, to ensure that plans are able to deliver the needs of the community. 

 

Labor: 
   Yes - maintaining the shopping centre hierarchy is very important, that’s why ACT Labor in 

2012 established a local shops policy to protect and enhance the viability of our shopping 

centres.   

   Our local shops and their continued viability is important to every Canberran and every 

local community.   

   Not only do our local shops deliver convenient local services but how are home to hundreds 

of small businesses and create thousands of local jobs.   

   ACT Labor is committed to continuing our local shop centre upgrades right across the city, 

to create even better spaces across our city and support small businesses in these centres. 

 


