
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

3) Many privately-owned sporting facilities, such as bowling clubs, golf clubs and tennis courts, are 
being de-concessionalised and redeveloped for residential and other use.   

Q.3 With continuing population growth and the need to encourage physical activity for 
health, do you support this trend?   

 YES NO  

 Tye Greens  

 

Comment 
 
Liberals: 
Many community-owned sporting facilities are under pressure because of the Labor 

government’s approach to the taxation of community clubs.  Rates and land taxes are up 

300%, gaming and liquor licensing fees have all risen sharply and the cost of water for 

maintaining sporting facilities has gone up 400%.  The Canberra Liberals have committed to 

work with clubs, not against them so that they can continue to maintain the more than 400 

hectares of community sporting facilities for the community. 

Greens: 

   The ACT Greens believe that community land should be used for community uses. 

Canberrans are losing access to their community facilities and land, especially in our inner 

suburbs, as it is increasingly transferred to developers for residential and commercial 

development.   

   The ACT Greens have a specific initiative to ensure that our community is not losing out 

and that we don’t lose existing cultural, music and arts venues, or facilities that have the 

potential for greater community use. Currently clubs are able to make windfall profits from 

land that was gifted to them many decades ago and sell part or all of their land through 

deconcessionalisation and rezoning.  Sometimes small clubs are taken over by larger clubs, 

only to be later sold on to developers.  

   We know there is a long list of community organisations waiting for places to rent or for 

community sites to purchase.  The ACT Greens will commit to the principle of no net loss of 

community land and ensure that land that has historically been granted to a community group 

for community use, should remain for community purposes. 

 
Labor: 
   ACT Labor supports our local community clubs and facilities to maintain physical activity 

and community events in the local area. 

   Labor also has a plan to increase wider preventative health activities - by increasing the 

Healthy Weight Initiative grants and introducing a Preventive Health Care Coordinator to 

address the growing rates of chronic diseases.  

   In the 2016/17 ACT Budget the Labor Government allocated more than $40 million dollars 

in new funding over four years on new and existing sport and recreational facilities across 

Canberra.  During the election campaign, Labor has also announced a plan to actively support 

small and medium clubs, by:  

 Providing a Community Club Grant (CCG) of $10,000 to every small to medium club; 

and 

 Introducing a small and medium club gaming tax rebate to allow smaller clubs to retain 

50 per cent of their gaming tax revenue to re-invest into their organisation 



   Since the Planning and Development Act (Act) commenced in 2008, 19 DAs have been 

submitted to de-concessionalise a Crown lease.  Often concessional leases enable community 

land to be utilised to build childcare centres, such as the recent DA by Hockey ACT to build 

childcare to ensure the viability of the Hockey Centre as a community Asset.  It doesn’t have 

to be either/or. 

   ACT Labor understands that administration and management of concessional leases is of 

considerable interest to the Community Councils and the broader community, and it is 

something we monitor closely and assess against a public interest test.  

   An important principle of de-concessionalising a Crown lease is that, if approved, the 

Lessee pays an amount to bring the Crown lease into line with the current market value.  

However, this does not, in itself, provide any additional development rights. 

   If a Lessee wants to add development rights, a Lease Variation Charge is payable through a 

new DA, ensuring that a community benefit is gained.  This is a separate charge from the de-

concessionalisation payout. 

 


