
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

2)    Population growth is said to be the driving force for the continued expansion of Canberra’s 
housing and urban infrastructure, with the city set to reach 500 000 by 2033.   
 
Q.2  Do you believe that the ACT Government should adopt deliberate policies to increase the     
population?   

 YES NO  

  Tye  

 

Comment 
 
Tye:   
We are the only party challenging the dangerous & unsustainable “rapid population growth” 

economic paradigm. Instead we advocate an economically, environmentally & socially 

sustainable ACT. We believe ‘growth’ is about securing a more diverse & resilient economy 

creating secure/sustainable jobs which do not add ever more pressure on our fragile 

ecosystems. 

 
Liberal: 
The Canberra Liberals understand that modest population growth is an important contributor 

to economic growth and the prosperity of the community.  We do not favour the kind of 

command and control policies that would limit population growth.  A population of around 

500,000 by the mid-2030s would be manageable. Careful policy development, technological 

advancement and working with the community should mean that the infrastructure for a 

growing city can be managed so that it doesn’t impact adversely on the liveability of our city 

or its environment. 

 
Greens:   
   The ACT population is growing, along with the rest of Australia, irrespective of ACT 

Government policies.  The challenge is how we best manage that population growth to ensure 

that we maintain the qualities of our bush capital that we value so highly. Thus we do not 

have a Population Policy, but we do have an Ecological Footprint of the ACT Population 

Policy.   

   Canberra is a fortunate jurisdiction and our ecological footprint is quite high compared to 

other places.  That’s why the ACT Greens want to support Canberrans to live more 

sustainably and reduce the impact we have on our natural environment. Our public transport 

policies, clean energy plan, household efficiency measures and waste policy help Canberrans 

achieve this.   

   The ACT Greens do not believe that we should dictate how many children people should 

have, or prevent people from moving to the ACT. In fact, as we understand the global 

complexities, and believe that Canberrans are generous people, we have announced that we 

will accept 100 refugees from Manus Island to be resettled here where we have no doubt they 

would be welcomed into our community. 

 

Labor: 
   Canberra is growing by 5,000 people every year – that’s two suburbs’ worth of people every 

year. ACT Labor is committed to making sure that Canberra remains one of the world’s most 

liveable cities – to keep the city we love and make it even better. 

   ACT Labor wants Canberra to be a city renowned not only for its liveability, but its vibrant 

and distinctive civic lifestyle. Our vision is for the city to be increasingly sustainable, 

compact and well-connected and we will seize opportunities for urban renewal to become a 



showcase for innovation and design excellence. That our city will be accessible and inclusive 

where, well‑designed and friendly urban environments promote the health, wellbeing and 

prosperity for all Canberrans.    

   Canberra has just celebrated its 100th anniversary. We are transitioning from a regional city 

to a major metropolitan centre as well as maturing as the national capital. We are embarking 

on a period of significant urban renewal.  

   The Statement of Planning Intent released last year establishes four key planning priorities, 

and associated actions, that reflect the key messages heard from the community and 

stakeholders: 

 Creating sustainable, compact and liveable neighbourhoods with better transport 

choices 

 Delivering high quality public spaces and streets through placemaking 

 Delivering an outcome-focused planning system to reward design excellence and 

innovation 

 Engaging with the community, business and research sectors to optimise planning 

outcomes. 

Community engagement revealed broad support for the ACT Labor government’s current 

planning policies and vision for Canberra.   

 
 

B) If so, what do you think Canberra’s population should be?   
 

Comment 
 
Greens:   
The Greens are more focused on ensuring that our impacts are as sustainable as possible. 

Please see our ‘Ecological Footprint of the ACT Population Policy’ at 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/actgreens/pages/5558/attachments/original/14729917

59/Community_First_-_Our_Platform.pdf 
 
 

C) Do you believe it is possible to constrain population growth or will it continue indefinitely?  
 

Comment 
 
Tye:   
Sustainable Australia’s policies will deliver a slowing down of population growth with the 

aim of stabilising over the coming decades. Realistically this may see us grow to 450-500 of 

the next 30-40 years (current rates would see us closer to 700,000 around 2050). Much of this 

‘growth’ of course stems from Federal decisions, however the importance of getting a voice 

into government somewhere in the country for a more sustainable approach cannot be 

overstated. I hope people will support our ACT campaign.  Of course it is possible. With the 

right policies, the right leadership and the goal of a “sustainable Australia” we are masters of 

our own destiny. A perpetually ‘bigger’ population is socially, environmentally & 

economically unsustainable.  

See both our ACT policies: http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act & our federal policies: 

http://www.votesustainable.org.au/policies 

 
Greens: 
The ACT Greens believe that economic growth driven by population growth and 

consumption is unsustainable, and alternative approaches to prosperity should be embraced. 

We also believe that achieving an ecologically sustainable population in the ACT should take 

into account social justice, equity and economic considerations. 

https://d3n/
https://d3n/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/actgreens/pages/5558/attachments/original/1472991759/Community_First_-_Our_Platform.pdf
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/policies


 
D) Do you believe that increased population will adversely impact:  

 

i)  environment and infrastructure?   YES NO 

 Tye  
 

ii) Canberra’s status as a ‘liveable city’?   YES NO 

 Tye  

 
Comment 
 
Greens:   
The challenge with population growth is to ensure that we protect the quality of our 

environment.  With well designed, higher density living in strategic locations, and public 

transport improvements we can protect and even enhance Canberra’s status as a liveable and 

sustainable city. 

 


