
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 

12) Students with complex needs and challenging behaviours are enrolled in every school in the 
Ginninderra electorate.  When their needs go unmet, their own education suffers and so can that 
of all their classmates.   
 

Q.12  Are you committed to funding sufficient resources for the timely and full 
implementation of the Shaddock Report, Schools for All Children and Young People?   
 

 YES NO  

 Greens   

 

 Comment 
 

Tye:   
I am aware of the problem but not the details of the Shaddock Report. As the ACT 

government continues to pursue rapid population growth as its basis for economic ‘growth’ 

all vital infrastructure is overloaded (including schools) and per capita service delivery 

declines. Our policies will see ‘better’ per capita funding rather than ever ‘bigger’ demands 

on the system. 

 
Liberal:   
In June, the Canberra Liberals announced an $85 million package to provide more support for 

Canberra’s schools. It will allow for new infrastructure, capital upgrades and maintenance, 

support for specialised schools and support for children with disabilities in non-government 

schools.  

Our support includes funding for students with complex needs in both the government and 

non-government sectors to help meet the individual learning needs of our children. This 

commitment will go some way to assist in the implementation of the recommendations of the 

Shaddock Review. We have also committed $7.5 million for our specialised schools. 

The Canberra Liberals have also announced a $600,000 commitment over three years for 

SHOUT (Self Help Organisations United Together Inc), an organisation that supports 

community groups to help people manage chronic conditions and improve their lives. 

Greens:    
The ACT’s schools have been challenged by the Schools for All report to become more 

inclusive and to address the underlying culture that excludes children from maximising their 

participation in their classrooms. The 50 recommendations touch on a range of aspects about 

how we put students at the centre of their learning and provide individualised learning 

opportunities that are rich and meaningful. The successful implementation of the Schools for 

All report is not just about delivering the 50 recommendations, but also seeing a positive 

culture change across all schools in the ACT.   

The ACT Greens remain committed to the implementation of the Schools for All report and an 

ongoing focus on the program of change over the next three years. We understand that, while 

the recommendations may be complete by the end 2016, cultural change in ACT schools will 

take longer to achieve.  

The ACT Greens will commit to extending the independent oversight of the Schools for All 

program that reports directly to the Minister and reports six monthly for an additional two 

years. We have also made further announcements that will support this work.  



The ACT Greens will also fund four additional school psychologists in 2017 to build the 

assessment capacity for children with learning difficulties to ensure that families don’t need to 

spend thousands of dollars undertaking tests privately.  

To support children and young people with mental health issues, the ACT Greens will commit 

to: 

 fund a comprehensive evaluation of the existing services available across government 

and non government support services; 

 $4m over the next four years to fund counselling services in the community 

specifically for children and young people; 

 implement a streamlined referral process that can be utilized by all Canberra schools; 

 ensure resource materials are made easily available in all schools to ensure that 

students, teachers and principals are fully aware of services available;  

 work with experts in the field such and ACT Health Child and Adolescent Mental 

Health services and Headspace ACT to develop a school system-wide (including non 

government schools) referral process.  

Labor: 
   ACT Labor is fully committed to making sure that our schools are safe and welcoming 

places for all students and that the needs of all students, including those with complex needs 

and challenging behaviours are met.  Labor will continue to resource support services that are 

critical to ensuring quality student outcomes for all.  

   In this year’s budget The ACT Labor Government provided over $21.5 Million dollars to 

strengthen the capacity of schools to support students with complex needs and their families, 

in response to recommendations made in the Schools for All report.  This funding is to 

provide 26 additional support staff including 4 more senior psychologists, 4 Social workers as 

well as additional new speech-language pathology, occupational therapy and physiotherapy 

positions to further extend the capabilities of the Student Engagement Teams. 

   In addition a re-elected Labor has also committed:  

 $6.7 million to fund an additional 20 Psychologists across ACT Schools to deliver a 

ration of 1 psychologist to 500 students 

 $15.9 Million in ongoing funding for school assistants 

 $100 million to upgrade school infrastructure across Canberra, including $15 million to 

non-government schools to support necessary infrastructure – such  as for students with 

complex needs and challenging behaviours. 

   ACT Labor is also fully committed to needs based funding in schools and providing funding 

to the students who need it most.  ACT Labor will also fight for ongoing needs based funding 

from the federal government and a recommitment to the 6 year Gonski agreement including a 

reinstatement of funding for students with disabilities. 

 


