
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 

11) Over recent years, the redevelopment of many suburban blocks in the Hawker Village catchment 
has resulted in little space for trees or greenery due to the large area taken up by buildings and 
hard pavement. 
 

Q.11  Do you believe that a priority should be placed on the provision of sufficient large trees 
and green space to help reduce the heat island effect and reduce reliance on air-conditioning? 
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Greens 
Labor 

  

 

Comment 
 

Greens:   
   The ACT Greens have a specific initiative addressing the heat island effect and we will be 

announcing a significant increase of tree planting in streets and public spaces very soon.  We 

have set a canopy target of 40% summer-shade on Canberra’s streets. We are also very 

concerned about the reduction of permeable surfaces and the impacts on our vegetation. 

   Regarding canopy on private land properties, as mentioned in the answer to question 9, we 

are committed to reviewing the Territory Plan to allow for more strategic infill, to ensure 

better traffic arrangements, space for deep rooted trees and solar access, and cross ventilation. 

 

Labor: 
   Canberra’s open space system of verges, parklands and waterways provide amenity and 

places for travel, recreation and play. These places also provide environmental services such 

as clean air, clear water, healthy soils, shade and cooling. The city’s trees are an integral part 

of Canberra’s living infrastructure and ACT Labor understands this and is committed to 

ensuring we not only retain but enhance the living infrastructure in the ACT. 

   The ACT Labor Government, following consultation, recently released the ACT Climate 

Change Adaptation Strategy – Living with a Warming Climate 2016 which includes a number 

of measures specifically related to living infrastructure and addressing the heat island effect.     

   Through the strategy we will investigate the development of ACT region specific climate 

wise guides for buildings and estate planning and review design standards for public 

infrastructure and investigate introducing requirements to reduce heat absorption of building 

surfaces and pedestrian pavements. 

   We will also consider whether current requirements in building codes adequately reflect 

projected climate change impacts on residential and commercial buildings. 

   All this will be achieved with the peak bodies and local experts to allow a collaborate 

approach to implementing ACT policy and programs.  Everyone has a role to play in adapting 

to climate change and preparing for more extreme weather events. 

   Actions we take now as a government, as a community, as individuals and as business 

leaders will help our city and region continue to prosper with a healthy environment and 

excellent liveability. 

   As our experience with the transition to renewable energy has shown, if we take action 

early, we will be in an excellent position to take advantage of the social and economic 

opportunities climate change action can offer. 

   Specific actions related to addressing the Heat Island Effect in the ACT Climate Change 

Adaptation include: 



 Invest in the urban forest to provide sufficient public area shade and shelter across all 

districts. 

 Investigate ways to reduce heat absorption of building surfaces and pedestrian pavements. 

 Add to the Strategic Cycle Network Plan a program of shade tree planting for walking 

and cycling routes. 

 Living infrastructure 

  Develop and implement a strategy to enhance living infrastructure in the Territory, 

including targets for urban tree canopy cover. 

 


