
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

 

10) Traditionally, the quality of development has been controlled by rules.  In 2007, the ACT 
Government introduced deliberately vague criteria to allow some flexibility in design.  The 
application of this discretion (under the Merit Track) has gradually resulted in the rationale 
behind the rules being totally ignored.  For instance, in Scullin, a double garage and concrete 
driveway has been allowed to occupy the entire front yard, in conflict with the front building 
setback of six metres that applies in the suburb. 
 

Q.10  As a matter of policy, do you believe that this level of ‘flexibility’ should be allowed to 
undermine good planning principles? 
 

 YES NO  

  Tye  

   

Comment 
 
Liberals: 
A Liberal Government will restore integrity in the planning system. We will have a 

framework and rules that everyone can understand, and most importantly, it will be a 

framework that shapes the future we want. 

 
Greens:   
   This is a complex issue and you have highlighted some very unsatisfactory 

outcomes.  While individual rules have been introduced over time for a particular good 

reason, we now have a planning system with many rules which sometimes even contradict 

each other.  

   Despite the examples provided, there is an argument that a strict rules-based approach can 

lead to perverse outcomes and can prevent innovative approaches.  While recognising the 

need for rules to prevent poor outcomes, there is also an argument that some flexibility can be 

beneficial to allow developments to demonstrate that they meet an overall objective or desired 

outcome.  Critical to this approach is to have qualified and empowered planning staff to make 

more subjective decisions.  The ACT Greens have committed to greater independence and 

additional resources to the ACT Planning and Land Authority and an increased role for the 

Government Architect with the support of a design review panel.  

   The ACT Greens have also committed to review the Territory Plan to support smarter 

greener developments.  We will work with the community to review residential codes in 

established areas to ensure protection of the existing look and feel of suburbs. 

 

Labor: 
   Flexibility in planning is necessary to achieve good design outcomes in any development.   

   The ACT planning system must remain outcome focused to reward design excellence and 

innovation.  The planners who work at the Planning and Land Authority are highly skilled 

and dedicated staff who approach the assessment of Development Applications professionally 

to achieve the best outcomes for both design of developments and balancing the needs of the 

developers with the community so the best outcomes are achieved.   

   We remain focused on clearly articulating through the cities built form can perform better to 

improve environmental social and economic outcomes.  ACT Labor is not saying there is not 

room to improve.  We are always looking to how we can build an even better Canberra in 

everything we do.  That’s why we committed in the Statement of Planning intent to a series of 

immediate, short and long term actions and are already delivering on those. 



   The Statement of Planning Intent consultation revealed that many people thought the 

current planning system’s reliance on codes and regulations stifled innovation and did not 

result in the best urban outcomes.  The community and industry are seeking a more 

performance-based and outcome driven planning system- in summary, more innovation, less 

regulation. 

 


