
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 

1) Canberra’s ‘green’ or ‘open spaces’ make this city unique and different from other cities. The 
landscape and the city’s relationship to it contain social and environmental values important to 
the local community and also express the national capital’s founding principles.  Experts and 
ordinary members of the community have expressed concerns that insensitive planning and 
development will result in the loss of open spaces and natural vistas, diminishing what makes 
Canberra a special place.   
 
Q.1  Do you believe that the idea of Canberra as ‘a city in the landscape’ should be reflected in 
the future development of the Belconnen town centre and Belconnen’s suburbs?    
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Greens 
Labor 

  

 

Comment 
 
Tye:   
Our goal is to save Canberra from over-development (ever more sprawl & infill) by thinking 

better, not bigger. Our policies call for a boost to funding for environmental & community 

groups to better facilitate community input & environmental considerations. 
 
Liberal: 
The Canberra Liberals wish to maintain the urban amenity of Canberra’s suburbs with 

appropriate open space and plantings that create a treed backdrop for urban development.  

Further development of suburbs needs to be done in close consultation with the affected 

community to ensure that density and building heights meet residents’ expectations. 

 
Greens: 
The ACT Greens greatly value the fact the Bush Capital aspect of Canberra.  We believe that 

as our population grows it is important that we protect the green spaces and bushland that we 

value so highly, and that we allow for higher density living in strategic locations such as the 

city and town centres with access to services, facilities and public transport connections. We 

want Canberra to be a more compact, liveable, sustainable and green city that incorporates 

public transport, walking and cycling, and people-friendly neighbourhoods. 

 

Labor: 
   Labor supports the ACT Planning Strategy’s call for master plans to be prepared, 

responding to place-specific needs. Canberra should be a city where everybody can take 

advantage of its network of centres, open spaces and modes of travel, and participate in a 

vibrant civic and cultural life.  This requires maintaining open spaces and development that is 

sympathetic to the landscape. 

   The master plan program is a key part of the Government’s strategy to create a more 

compact, efficient city by focusing urban intensification in town centres, around group centres 

and along the major public transport routes, and balancing Greenfield expansion.  The 

Belconnen Master plan released in September 2016 is based on these principles. 

   The Belconnen Town Centre Master Plan encourages the redevelopment of Lathlain Street 

and Emu Bank, better integration of the centre with the University of Canberra, and public 

space upgrades to attract more visitors to the centre.   A key feature of the plan is to retain and 



improve the things which make Belconnen Town Centre special – particularly Lake 

Ginninderra and areas of open space.  

   It will guide the growth and development of the centre over the next 10 to 15 years, with a 

strong focus on creating a more attractive, interactive and desirable place to live, work and 

visit.  

   The master plan was developed as a result of an extensive and dynamic community 

engagement process that involved people of all ages and walks of life. Support from the 

Belconnen Community Council, Belconnen Arts Centre and Belconnen Community Service 

encouraged significant community involvement.  The Council held its own community survey 

and shared its findings with government.  

   The centre has exciting potential to better integrate with the University of Canberra, which 

is undergoing significant growth and change of its own. To further encourage this use, Labor 

has announced the development of a $4.7 million ‘Belco Bikeway’ linking UC, the CIT and 

Belconnen Town Centre. This and other improvements will encourage university staff and 

students to use the centre’s shops, services, entertainment and sport venues, lake and 

accommodation.  

   The community’s strong desire for an attractive, relaxed outdoor dining precinct at Emu 

Bank that overlooks Lake Ginninderra, and links with the Arts Centre and Skate Park has 

been addressed in the plan.  

   The master plan provides a clear direction for redevelopment of Lathlain Street, particularly 

the former remand centre and police station and emergency services buildings. This precinct 

will become a lively destination with a new urban park, outdoor dining and new business, 

community and residential development. 

   The centre will become a much easier and safer place to move about if recommended 

improvements to cycle and pedestrian connections are made into and across the town centre.  

 

D)  Do you believe that these concepts should be considered in relation to building 
heights?  
 

 YES NO  

 Tye 
Greens 
Labor  And they are.   

  

 

Comment 
 
Greens:   
There is a balance between achieving density and building heights.  It is important to consider 

overshadowing of public spaces and other dwellings, and to avoid wind tunnels. We also 

believe that it is better when buildings are at a human scale.  

 

Labor: 
   Each master plan sets out objectives and strategies to manage development and change over 

time. They work within the context of what is important about a place and how to enhance its 

character and quality. Labor considers it fundamental to have community involvement in 

defining the scope and area for individual master plans.  

   The Belconnen master plan reinforces the town centre’s role as a major centre for 

employment, commercial and community uses and identifies new opportunities for urban 

renewal. 

   The community values the Belconnen Town Centre and is happy with how it is continuing 

to improve. The master plan provides clear building height limits and incentives for high 

quality design that will ensure certainty and better outcomes for the community, government 

and developers.   



   In determining maximum allowable heights, basic principles were developed in addition to 

considering the potential capacity, sites where redevelopment is likely to take place and how 

the character of precincts should develop.  Key principles include:  

 The centre should be contained below the surrounding ridgelines to allow the 

landscape to remain dominant when the centre is viewed from a distance. 

 Higher level buildings are generally graduated back from the lake front to allow for 

northern views and solar access. 

 To reinforce the boulevard of Benjamin Way, a consistent height that relates to the 

current NCA height was generally adopted. 

 The existing residential areas at Emu Ridge and Totterdell Street will retain the 

current generally two storey limit and RZ2 zoning, apart from a site fronting College 

Street, where the height limit and zoning will be changed to better relate to the higher 

development opposite. 

 Higher level buildings to be generally limited to the Cameron Avenue Precinct. 

   The master plan will inform changes to the Territory Plan, and in particular the Belconnen 

Precinct Code and some land use zones. These changes will be available for community 

feedback. 

 


