
 

 

 

2016 ELECTION ISSUES PAPER AND 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Please complete questions using the Word.doc. 

Additional comments are welcome 

Candidate Name: Martin Tye 

1) Canberra’s ‘green’ or ‘open spaces’ make this city unique and different from other cities. The 
landscape and the city’s relationship to it contain social and environmental values important to 
the local community and also express the national capital’s founding principles.  Experts and 
ordinary members of the community have expressed concerns that insensitive planning and 
development will result in the loss of open spaces and natural vistas, diminishing what makes 
Canberra a special place.   
 
Q.1  Do you believe that the idea of Canberra as ‘a city in the landscape’ should be reflected in 
the future development of the Belconnen town centre and Belconnen’s suburbs?    
 
A) YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 

 
B) If not, why not?  ______________________________________________________________ 

 
C) If so, how should this be done? Our goal is to save Canberra from over-development (ever 

more sprawl & infill) by thinking better, not bigger. Our policies call for a boost to funding for 
environmental & community groups to better facilitate community input & environmental 
considerations. 
  

D) Do you believe that these concepts should be considered in relation to building heights?  
 

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 
2) Population growth is said to be the driving force for the continued expansion of Canberra’s 

housing and urban infrastructure, with the city set to reach 500 000 by 2033.   
 
Q.2  Do you believe that the ACT Government should adopt deliberate policies to increase the 
population?   
 
A) YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 

 
B) If not, why not?  We are the only party challenging the dangerous & unsustainable “rapid 

population growth” economic paradigm. Instead we advocate an economically, 
environmentally & socially sustainable ACT. We believe ‘growth’ is about securing a more 
diverse & resilient economy creating secure/sustainable jobs which do not add ever more 
pressure on our fragile ecosystems. 
 

C)  If so, what do you think Canberra’s population should be? Sustainable Australia’s policies 
will deliver a slowing down of population growth with the aim of stabilising over the coming 
decades. Realistically this may see us grow to 450-500 of the next 30-40 years (current rates 
would see us closer to 700,000 around 2050). Much of this ‘growth’ of course stems from 



 

 

Federal decisions, however the importance of getting a voice into government somewhere 
in the country for a more sustainable approach cannot be overstated. I hope people will 
support our ACT campaign. 
 

D) Do you believe it is possible to constrain population growth or will it continue indefinitely? 
Of course it is possible. With the right policies, the right leadership and the goal of a 
“sustainable Australia” we are masters of our own destiny. A perpetually ‘bigger’ population 
is socially, environmentally & economically unsustainable. See both our ACT policies: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act & our federal policies: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/policies  
 

E) Do you believe that increased population will adversely impact:  
 

i)  environment and infrastructure?   YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 
ii) Canberra’s status as a ‘liveable city’?   YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

3) Many privately-owned sporting facilities, such as bowling clubs, golf clubs and tennis courts, are 
being de-concessionalised and redeveloped for residential and other use.   

Q.3 With continuing population growth and the need to encourage physical activity for health, 
do you support this trend?   

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 

4) Local suburban shopping centres, both small and intermediate, are a particular feature of 
Canberra’s design.   
 

Q.4  Do you have a vision for how local centres can continue to flourish, given the impact of 
larger centres and a more mobile population?   
 

A) YES/NO (delete as appropriate)  
 

B) If YES, what are some or your ideas? As a small business owner for over 30 years, I want to 
encourage small business. These centres, with their lower rents, easier parking & proximity 
to local residents provide excellent opportunities. There are many things we can do to 
increase the vibrancy of these centres, but above all we need to secure a strong, diverse & 
resilient ACT economy. An economically sustainable ACT is vital (to give small business the 
confidence to invest in their business). An unsustainable economic base, erodes business 
confidence in the future and is the number 1 enemy of business investment. Sustainable 
Australia has the policies to ensure an economically sustainable ACT. 

 
5) The Hawker Village centre is still classified as a group centre but is only half the size originally 

planned and much smaller than Jamison.  Following unpopular proposals to build apartments on 
the car parks, it was the subject of an LDA-led master planning process in 2011-12.  The draft 
master plan did not proceed due to strong community opposition to what was being proposed.   
 

Q.5  Do you see a particular future for the Hawker Village centre?  
 

A) YES/NO (delete as appropriate)  
 

B) If YES, what is your vision? Our party strongly favours working closely with local communities 
in all planning decisions. As such I would seek input from the relevant local community 

http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/policies


 

 

council and other relevant groups. In essence, I would represent their vision not impose my 
own (or that of financial vested interests). 
 

6) There are considerable concerns within the community about both the processes and outcomes 
of the ACT’s planning regime.  The processes are said to lack transparency and accountability 
and to involve inadequate consultation, which is substantially ignored.  The outcomes are said to 
fall short of what should be expected for a national capital.   
 

Q.6  Do you believe that an independent review of the ACT’s planning processes would be 
helpful in ensuring that the Government’s processes are consistent with best practice? 
 

A) YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

B) If not, why? _________________________________________________________________ 
 

7) Political donations from property developers are prohibited in NSW but not in the ACT. 
 

Q.7  Do you believe that prohibiting or limiting political donations by developers, as is the 
practice in other jurisdictions, would help to restore integrity to the planning process?   
 

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

8) The suburbs of south Belconnen are now almost fifty years old. Footpaths are disintegrating due 
to neglect while roads and playgrounds have been poorly maintained due to lack of funding. 

Q.8  Do you support the allocation of increased funding in the annual ACT Budget to restore and      
maintain the public infrastructure in Belconnen’s older suburbs?  

 

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

9) Residential developments are increasingly being approved in suburban neighbourhoods which 
seem to conflict with good planning requirements.  For example, on random residential blocks in 
Higgins, Scullin, Page and Weetangera are homes which look like a single dwelling but actually 
comprise a two-bedroom residence with attached one-bedroom flat.  The Government’s policy 
of treating these random blocks as multi-unit blocks means that redevelopment is permitted at a 
greater level of densification than would be permitted on adjoining blocks.   

Q.9  Do you believe that permitting a higher level of densification on these scattered blocks is 
consistent with residential zone objectives, especially in allowing limited change while 
avoiding negative impacts on neighbouring properties?   

 

A) YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

B) If YES, why? _________________________________________________________________ 
 

10) Traditionally, the quality of development has been controlled by rules.  In 2007, the ACT 
Government introduced deliberately vague criteria to allow some flexibility in design.  The 
application of this discretion (under the Merit Track) has gradually resulted in the rationale 
behind the rules being totally ignored.  For instance, in Scullin, a double garage and concrete 
driveway has been allowed to occupy the entire front yard, in conflict with the front building 
setback of six metres that applies in the suburb. 
 

Q.10  As a matter of policy, do you believe that this level of ‘flexibility’ should be allowed to 
undermine good planning principles?   
 



 

 

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

11) Over recent years, the redevelopment of many suburban blocks in the Hawker Village catchment 
has resulted in little space for trees or greenery due to the large area taken up by buildings and 
hard pavement. 
 

Q.11  Do you believe that a priority should be placed on the provision of sufficient large trees 
and green space to help reduce the heat island effect and reduce reliance on air-conditioning? 
 

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) 
 

12) Students with complex needs and challenging behaviours are enrolled in every school in the 
Ginninderra electorate.  When their needs go unmet, their own education suffers and so can 
that of all their classmates.   
 

Q.12  Are you committed to funding sufficient resources for the timely and full implementation 
of the Shaddock Report, Schools for All Children and Young People?   
 

YES/NO (delete as appropriate) I am aware of the problem but not the details of the 
Shaddock Report. As the ACT government continues to pursue rapid population growth as its 
basis for economic ‘growth’ all vital infrastructure is overloaded (including schools) and per 
capita service delivery declines. Our policies we see ‘better’ per capita funding rather than 
ever ‘bigger’ demands on the system. 

 
************** 

N.B. Further detailed comments on any of these issues are most welcome. 
************** 

PLEASE SUBMIT RESPONSES BY COB THU 22 SEP TO secretary@friendsofhawkervillage.com 

************** 
Thank you for providing your responses.  These will be circulated to our members and uploaded to 
our website after all responses have been received. 

 

Sustainable Australia has a comprehensive policy platform for an economically, environmentally & 
socially ‘sustainable Australia/ACT’. Think “Better, not Bigger” http://www.votesustainable.org.au/  
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