
Canberra Liberals’ Response to 

Friends of Hawker Village Election Survey 

 

The Canberra Liberals have a strong history of supporting the Hawker community over the 

planning in and around the Hawker group centre and in the wider catchment area.  It was 

Liberal MLA Vicki Dunne who first raised the sale of the car parks in 2009, sponsored a 

petition and successfully moved a motion to stop the sale of the car parks until the 

community was consulted on the future use of the area. 

Liberal MLAs Vicki Dunne and Alistair Coe were both actively involved in all the 

consultations on the changes to the Hawker Group Centre.  Going further back Liberal MLAs 

have opposed the introduction of RZ2 zones that have created inappropriate development 

along Belconnen Way and through suburbs such as Hawker, Weetangera, Scullin and Page.  

We opposed the changes to the Territory Plan that came from the Mr Fluffy demolitions 

(DV343) because of the inappropriate planning outcomes that this would have across 

Canberra, not just in these suburbs. 

We address the specific questions raised by the Friends of Hawker Village some of which are 

not easily addressed with yes/no answers. 

Landscape 

The Canberra Liberals wish to maintain the urban amenity of Canberra’s suburbs with 

appropriate open space and plantings that create a treed backdrop for urban development.  

Further development of suburbs needs to be done in close consultation with the affected 

community to ensure that density and building heights meet residents’ expectations. 

Population 

The Canberra Liberals understand that modest population growth is an important 

contributor to economic growth and the prosperity of the community.  We do not favour 

the kind of command and control policies that would limit population growth.  A population 

of around 500,000 by the mid-2030s would be manageable. Careful policy development, 

technological advancement and working with the community should mean that the 

infrastructure for a growing city can be managed so that it doesn’t impact adversely on the 

liveability of our city or its environment. 

Sporting facilities 

Many community-owned sporting facilities are under pressure because of the Labor 

government’s approach to the taxation of community clubs.  Rates and land taxes are up 

300%, gaming and liquor licensing fees have all risen sharply and the cost of water for 



maintaining sporting facilities has gone up 400%.  The Canberra Liberals have committed to 

work with clubs, not against them so that they can continue to maintain the more than 400 

hectares of community sporting facilities for the community.  

Local shopping Centres 

The maintenance and look of local centres is pivotal to keeping them vibrant and attractive 

to customers.  The Canberra Liberals have also committed an additional $6 million towards 

the regeneration of suburban shopping centres. Whilst the public realm at some centres is 

in good shape, at other centres, work is required. Such improvements may be as major as 

the construction of public toilets or reconfiguring traffic arrangements through to minor 

works such as upgrading signage or installing new street furniture. A Liberal Government 

will work with building owners, traders and the community to prioritise works.  The 

Canberra Liberals will work with the owners of centres to ensure that shop upgrades are as 

effective as possible and help to keep local centres vibrant.   

We will not repeat the mistakes of the current government which spent $500,000 on the 

upgrade of the parking area at the stand alone bottle shop on Tillyard Drive but had not 

addressed its other 2012 election commitments to upgrade shops in Belconnen. 

Future of Hawker Village 

Hawker Village will remain a group centre.  In government we will work with the current 

owners and the community to improve the amenity of the existing centre and expand the 

centre in a sympathetic way with the agreement of the community.  We would like to 

improve traffic flows and safety, remove charity bins and generally improve the look and 

amenity of the centre. 

Planning 

Canberrans are tired of having a planning system that is too complex, lacks balance, 

provides no certainty, is frequently changed and simply promotes Government thought 

bubbles. 

For generations, Canberra was upheld as an example of how planning and consultations 

should be done. Our city’s future needs were catered for in infrastructure provision, 

including green space, schools, local shops and other recreation and cultural facilities. 

However, in recent years, the planning system has become dominated by lobbyists and 

other Government insiders who are all working in isolation. There seems to be no vision for 

the city centre, the town centres, suburbs or the broader footprint of Canberra. This must 

change. 

A Liberal Government will restore integrity in the planning system. We will have a 

framework and rules that everyone can understand, and most importantly, it will be a 

framework that shapes the future we want. 



The Canberra Liberals will bring confidence, balance, integrity and certainty back to planning 

in Canberra. We will rein in the role of the Land Development Agency and we will ensure 

that the city and town centres become the self-sufficient communities that they were 

intended to be. In doing this, we will restore the vision of the garden city, take the pressure 

off our suburbs, and ensure that density occurs only in places where we have the 

infrastructure to support such growth. 

Political Donations 

Simple bans on classes of people who can donate to political parties was not supported by 

the High Court.  Also it is not precisely clear what people mean by developers.  Some unions, 

various community organisations as well as superannuation funds, at various times, act as 

property developers.  The Canberra Liberals believe that the issue is not so much the source 

of donations but the speed and accuracy with which donations are publically reported. 

Urban maintenance 

The Canberra Liberals are committed to ensuring that traditional council services are not 

forgotten. We believe the maintenance of trees, parks, reserves, roads, footpaths, etc 

should be a priority for a Territory Government. However, in recent years, I'm concerned 

that there has been a deterioration in the quality of such service delivery. The Liberals are 

committed to returning the focus of Government back to core business so that we can make 

Canberra an even better place. Whilst there are many competing issues that the ACT 

Government must consider, taking pride in the appearance of the city should not be 

neglected whilst they squander money on many unnecessary programs. 

Densification 

As stated in the introductory remarks, the Canberra Liberals opposed the introduction of 

RZ2 zones in suburban areas and more recently opposed the introduction of DV343.  In 

government the Canberra Liberals will work with the community to roll back these planning 

policies. 

The Canberra Liberals believe that there is a demand for small redevelopments in suburbs, 

however, these have to be tasteful and complementary to the existing character of the area. 

Unfortunately, there have been numerous developments in RZ2 areas that have tainted the 

level of community acceptance of all redevelopments. The Canberra Liberals would prefer 

to see small RZ2 developments, such as dual occupancies, as preferable to large ones. 

However, any such development must include protections for neighbours regarding privacy, 

traffic impacts and urban character. 

Students with complex needs 

In June, the Canberra Liberals announced an $85 million package to provide more support 

for Canberra’s schools. It will allow for new infrastructure, capital upgrades and 



maintenance, support for specialised schools and support for children with disabilities in 

non-government schools.  

Our support includes funding for students with complex needs in both the government and 

non-government sectors to help meet the individual learning needs of our children. This 

commitment will go some way to assist in the implementation of the recommendations of 

the Shaddock Review. We have also committed $7.5 million for our specialised schools. 

The Canberra Liberals have also announced a $600,000 commitment over three years for 

SHOUT (Self Help Organisations United Together Inc), an organisation that supports 

community groups to help people manage chronic conditions and improve their lives. 

 


