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MEDIA RELEASE 

ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST: supermarket takeover  
presents challenges for Hawker shops, says community group 

 

Today’s decision by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) to not 
oppose the acquisition of the Hawker Supa IGA supermarket by Woolworths is disappointing 
and will present new challenges for the Hawker Village shopping centre, community group 
Friends of Hawker Village said today. 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has determined that the proposed 
acquisition would not result in a substantial lessening of competition in any market.  

The decision means that the Hawker Supa IGA – currently one of only two full-line 
independent supermarkets in North Canberra – will be taken over by Woolworths.  

According to Friends of Hawker Village Convenor Mr Bill Kearney, “We are disappointed at 
the Commission’s decision, especially given that Woolworths already operates two other 
supermarkets within a few kilometres of Hawker. The local community is understandably 
concerned about the demise of yet another independent grocery outlet that offered 
competition and choice in terms of products and service.”  

Mr Kearney added: “There are also important concerns about the potential adverse impact 
on the centre’s small, independent retailers as well as on future parking arrangements”. 

According to Mr Kearney, “This is a very worrying development for suburban centres like 
Hawker. Business analysts have predicted that the future growth of the two big national 
supermarket retailers – and especially Woolworths – will involve squeezing out small 
speciality retailers. These are the retailers who bring loyal customers to the centre and give 
suburban centres like Hawker so much of their character. The challenge will be to make sure 
that the things that are absolutely crucial to these centres are not destroyed: variety in goods 
in services, a friendly environment and convenient parking.” 

The change in supermarket ownership represents the first major decision affecting the 
Hawker Village centre since a failed attempt at a draft master plan resulted in a decision by 
the ACT Government to place a three-year moratorium on Government-sponsored 
development at the centre. The moratorium will expire in February 2015.  
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