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DA201731656 - BLOCKS 13 & 14, SECTION 1, WEETANGERA  

7 & 9 SMITH STREET – 2609 sq.m. & 2095 sq.m. 

 

Introduction 

This DA involves clearing two adjacent blocks of all mature trees to make way for fifteen townhouses 

and driveways.  It adjoins three blocks (3, 4, & 5) in the same section but fronting onto Belconnen 

Way, where the same density of development is intended.  The combined effect will be a concrete 

paradise devoid of birdlife, with little absorptive surface to minimise runoff and little green space to 

mitigate against climate change.  Accordingly, the heat island effect will be compounded, thus 

affecting the wider neighbourhood negatively. 

Concerns: 

1. This proposal is maximum exploitation of the site with minimal regard for the environment, 

both natural and social. 

2. All trees on the site, except for one, and on the nature strip will be removed and there will 

be insufficient space for replacement with good-sized shade trees.  The proposed 

replacement trees will have a maximum height of four metres which will not provide much 

useful shade. 

3. The landscape plan indicates that all Private Outdoor Space will be paved and only three 

very small areas of the site will comprise non-irrigated turf; 

4. The private outdoor space for the central units appears inadequate, uncongenial and of little 

practical use, being immediately beside an access driveway and close to garage entrances; 

5. While some porous paving will be used, the extent of impermeable paving will result in 

drainage capacity in storms being much reduced compared with the present situation; 

6. These blocks are situated on the outside of a bend in Smith Street resulting in a very short 

road frontage which will inevitably result in parking issues; 

7. Smith Street is a quiet loop street providing access to twenty residences (including the 

subject blocks).  This development proposal alone seeks to almost double the number of 

residences in the street.  The increase in traffic from this one development, along with 

driveway access on a bend, will inevitably result in traffic issues, especially in combination 

with other planned and future developments in the street. 

8. It is regrettable that a link to Weetangera’s early history will be obliterated by this 

development.  While the building on Block 13 has little architectural merit, it was an early 

farmhouse, the teacher’s residence for the old Weetangera Primary School, the manual 

telephone exchange and the district post office at different times.  A sign on the block 

commemorating this history would complement the sign on the nearby old school site. 
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Conclusion: 

This proposal clearly fails to satisfactorily fulfil the following: 

1. Statement of Planning Intent 2015 principle:  Design living (green) infrastructure to retain 

water in the landscape, respond to the urban heat island effect, and be fit-for-purpose 

throughout its lifespan.   

2. RZ2 Zone Objective:  

e) Ensure redevelopment is carefully managed so that it achieves a high standard of 

residential amenity, makes a positive contribution to the neighbourhood and landscape 

character of the area and does not have unreasonable negative impacts on neighbouring 

properties.  

 

Colin Lyons, 

Convenor, 

Friends of Hawker Village Incorporated. 


