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Friends of Hawker Village believe there are deficiencies in this amended application which arise from 
the latitude allowed with respect to this development proposal overall.  While some of the items in 
this amendment are desirable, especially the downstairs toilet, other items exemplify the problem of 
trying to maximise exploitation of the block at the expense of resident convenience and 
neighbourhood acceptance. 

We refer, in particular, to the tight dimensions of the units, garages and parking access.  Inclusion of 
the downstairs toilet necessitates extending the northern wall of the building out by 900mm to 
compensate for lost living space, which is already small.  This then requires 900mm to be taken off 
the garage length so that the POS is of acceptable size.  Unfortunately, there is no room to allow 
extension of the garages to the north, meaning that the garages will lose space. 

The fact that the total proposed GFA of 641 sq.m. is less than the maximum allowable GFA of 698.75 
sq.m. simply reflects the limits of the site and its landform.  Only one driveway access point is 
possible due to surrounding road conditions which severely limits the position of the driveway.  This, 
in turn, creates a tight turning circle into the garages and parking space. 

Furthermore, it appears now that the garages will be only 5.5m deep and 2.4m wide.  This 
exacerbates the difficulty of attempting to park even a small vehicle onsite.  Inevitably, human 
nature being what it is, occupants will choose to park on the road, thus creating either a nuisance in 
Hillebrand St or a hazard on Petterd St near the Belconnen Way intersection.  The accident record of 
this intersection is low only because Petterd St has generally been open and free from obstructions 
such as parked cars.  This will inevitably change once this development is completed.  In other words 
responsibilty for providing adequate parking is being shifted from the developer to the public.  In 
this context, it is worth noting that the previous approval allowed less than the full recommended 
number of resident and visitor parking spaces to be provided. 

As discussed previously, Petterd Street is the main access point into Page by vehicles travelling from 
the city, other eastern parts and from southern areas.  This traffic comes off the 80 km/h Belconnen 
Way and Coulter Drive and is on top of the Petterd St intersection before having slowed to 60km/h.  
There is a tendency to race into Petterd St before approaching traffic arrives.  Many drivers already 
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find the intersection challenging, despite its wide open nature, indicating the current sense of its 
being potentially hazardous.   

Belconnen Way between Coulter Drive and Kingsford Smith Drive is a cross between a minor arterial 
road and a major collector road.  It is constrained in width, especially in this portion between Page 
and Weetangera, where it runs around a hillside and slope is a factor.  It has only two lanes on each 
carriageway.  Driveways enter it immediately after Coulter Drive.  Locals know that care is needed. 

While it is understandable – but not acceptable – that developers are motivated by a desire to 
maximise returns from a given block, it has also become obvious that the ACT Government is more 
concerned with the revenue generated by such developments than with respecting the need for a 
safe, enjoyable living environment for residents in a neighbourhood.  One approach to the present 
application that would result in its proceeding with minimum dissention is to reduce the number of 
dwellings to four, thus relieving some of the pressure of filling onsite needs for personal space and 
parking.   

It is disturbing that planning approvals no longer aim for high standards of which the community can 
be proud.  We note that the original DA sought approval for six dwellings with basement parking.  
This was rejected and approved for five units with basement parking.  A subsequent DA was 
approved for five dwellings with ground level parking, which, naturally, reduced the land area 
available for all requirements.  This application was not surprising given that excavation and water-
proofing of basements is very costly.  Developers routinely minimise the need for costly parking 
provision.  What is surprising is that ACTPLA has facilitated this process. 
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