
COMMENTS FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 
 
We see this proposal as an opportunity to establish a much-improved Centre.  If 
change does not occur, the Centre is in definite danger of decline. 
 
Please reflect on whose needs are being served by this plan.  To many of us, it seems that the 
government can only balance its budget by feeding the needs of growth more and more each 
year.  Every year, we have a budget that can only be balanced by more development and 
growth, but this growth makes the problem worse in the following year.  When and where 
will this end?  Is there a plan to slow things down as we approach a population of 500,000?  
Or 700,000? 
 
The mixed use aspect of the development will enliven and invigorate Hawker shops, 
which at the moment feel deserted and outdated. 
 
Hawker is valued for its safety and convenience, with ease of parking a major factor;  
existing problems are not major and many relate more to the responsibilities of building 
owners and to the mix of retailers and services. 
 
My family would like to see café culture brought to our local shops. 
 
To the extent that the Government seeks to utilise available land for residential densification, 
a convincing case has not been made that the balance of costs and benefits warrants the 
redevelopment of the three existing car parks. 
 
Residential apartments in the centre will increase housing choice for residents. 
 
The centre is well-patronised by families and elderly citizens, it is not a trendy modern centre 
utilised by 20/30 year old singles that require cafes, coffee shops or trendy retail outlets.  If 
this mix of retail is desired, then Westfield Belconnen is minutes away. 
 
Taller buildings to Belconnen Way are okay, as long as care is taken not to 
overshadow public spaces for long periods of time throughout the day. 
 
One of the most important features of Hawker Village is its convenience and accessibility.  It 
seems that the draft plan seriously threatens this convenience. 
 
The proposed designs meet a balance between city living and a relaxed suburban 
lifestyle, a new gathering place that encourages community through a rich 
diversity of services where people can meet and socialise. 
 
As a former IAC economist, the case for redevelopment is very unconvincing. 
 
Our local and group centres would be well-served by more sustainable and viable 
planning such as is proposed at Hawker. 
 
I don’t believe that the place is ‘tired’ – beyond what a high-pressure hose and a lick of paint 
could fix. 
 



The urbanisation of the centre will be a big plus and make for a more vibrant and 
sustainable focus for Hawker. 
 
Accommodation over shops can be unpleasant – noise, cockroaches, lack of privacy. 
 
Canberra will not be sustainable into the future if we do not start to increase 
densities. 
 
Older people are frightened of undercover parking stations because of space limitations and 
safety at night. 
 
Hawker will be improved by the extension of street behind the supermarket to 
take the traffic load off the current main through road. 
 
It could end up being an unpleasant, low-cost housing ghetto with lots of cheap and nasty 
one-bedroom dwellings. 
 
Hawker will be improved by the nice open area to enjoy on the weekend and 
undercroft parking whilst unloading shopping in winter months. 
 
Establishing a very large supermarket provides the possibility it will, at some time, be taken 
over by Woolworths or Coles. 
 
Hawker will be improved by the café and potential for new shops. 
 
Make the landlords maintain their buildings. 
 
The argument that the parking to be removed will have a detrimental effect on 
the area is a farce.  Local shops generate inward activity within the centre and will 
not crowd the street with cars. 
 
Hawker has a good plaza with a safe playground and a good mix of small shops. 
 
The retail centre needs an upgrade, otherwise it will remain rundown and run the 
risk of becoming a dangerous area used by the undesirables.  The centre lacks a 
sense of place and, therefore, any loyalty to the area or shops is void. 
 
It has been claimed that without improvement, Hawker will decline.  No evidence has been 
produced to support that assertion. 
 
It is very good to see that there is a move to modernise the centre.  It is important 
that Canberra does this to make better use of our space. 
 
I don’t trust the developers once the Pandora’s Box of the planning process is opened. 
 
Hawker will be improved by more cafes, cafes, cafes and a larger post office. 
 
It’s a money grab disguised as an infill argument. 
 
The shared zone concept will enliven the area through greater foot traffic. 


