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40 km/h precincts in Canberra's group centres 

 

Friends of Hawker Village wish to comment on the 40 km/h precinct of the Hawker Group Centre.  
The restriction of the lower speed limit to the various internal roads collectively known as Hawker 
Place seems appropriate.  The exclusion of both Springvale Drive and Beetaloo Street is wise as there 
is no demonstrated need for a lower speed on these roads and any such lower speed would 
markedly impact on the flow of traffic.   

In relation to the comment in the background information, “The areas have signage and several 
temporary traffic calming treatments” Friends of Hawker Village observe that the traffic calming 
measures introduced by TAMS about 1999 have been very effective.  These included:  

 limitation of on-street parking associated with selective road narrowing;  

 reduction in access points to the car parks; and  

 installation of two raised pedestrian crossings, one at the main entrance and one at the 
supermarket entrance. 

Accordingly, there is no need for further traffic calming measures, especially the introduction of any 
suspension-jarring, plastic, euphemistically-named “speed cushions”.  There is, however, a need to 
facilitate pedestrian traffic between the medical centre and the shops.  At present, kerbside parking 
is allowed along one side of the small road running between the medical centre and the church.  We 
suggest that parking be forbidden in front of the main passageway to the shops, opposite the 
medical centre.  At present, pedestrians are forced to walk around parked vehicles to get to the 
chemist and other shops.  This is particularly difficult for anyone with mobility problems.  A marked 
pedestrian crossing at this point might also be considered.  A painted, but not raised, pedestrian 
crossing would reinforce the need to have no parking along the kerb at this point. 

We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

CJ Lyons 

Colin Lyons, 
Convenor 
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