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26 July 2016 

 

Attn – Environmental Health Policy and Projects  

Health Protection Service  

Locked Bag 5005  

HOLDER ACT 2611 

By email:  hps@act.gov.au 

 

Community consultation: Smoke-Free Playgrounds 

 

Friends of Hawker Village welcomes the opportunity to support the proposal to make all children’s 

playgrounds smoke-free for a distance of 10 metres on public ground.  Our particular concern is the 

open-air, central plaza area in the Hawker shopping centre.  There is a government-owned 

playground in the south-eastern corner of this plaza (photograph below).  It is surrounded by 

privately-owned colonnades along the eastern and southern sides but these are rarely used for any 

purpose.   If they did become used for smoking because of the ACT ban, then it would present a 

problem to users of the children’s playground.  This could possibly be overcome by introducing a ban 

on smoking within four metres of a pedestrian access to a building. 

 

Left:  The well-used children’s 
playground in the plaza corner. 

 

The privately-owned colonnade 
is visible behind the children’s 
playground.  It also wraps 
around the right-hand side of 
the playground.  This 
photograph was taken from 
near the outdoor eating and 
drinking area for Rock Salt café. 

On the western side of the plaza are two eating and coffee-drinking areas which are currently 

smoke-free as they are “outdoor eating and drinking areas”.  Immediately adjoining is a roofed but 

open public outdoor area that is currently used for smoking which seems to conflict with the notion 

of keeping cigarette smoke away from food and drinks (photograph below).  
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The smoking area is the 
pergola portion adjacent 
to the rubbish bin and 
surrounded by a low 
weldmesh barrier.   
Behind the smoking cage 
is the Cookery Nook’s 
outside eating and 
drinking area (blue 
panels).  To the left is the 
Rock Salt café with its 
outdoor eating and 
drinking area¸ its low 
white panels visible.  

We would like to suggest that the entire central plaza area in Hawker Village be designated smoke-

free and appropriate signage installed at ground level in the central plaza and at each entry point.  A 

smoking area is readily available in the second, more open plaza area between the shops and the 

office buildings (photograph below), as well as on the broad footpath on the eastern side of the 

supermarket where there is little foot traffic.  Such restrictions should apply to any other shopping 

centre designed like Hawker with a central, uncovered plaza. 

 

Children’s playing fields 

We also support a broadening of the no-smoking concept to apply to a minimum 10 metre area 

around all playing fields and dressing sheds when children are playing there.  Such restrictions 

should apply for the duration of the event, including practice sessions. 

 


