
 

 

Ms Meegan Fitzharris, MLA 

Minister for Transport and Municipal Services, 

GPO Box 1020,  

Canberra City   ACT   2601 

By email: fitzharris@parliament.act.gov.au 

 

Dear Minister Fitzharris, 

Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) is a voluntary, community-based association formed in 2010 and 
incorporated in 2013.   The Hawker Village Centre is a major hub for residents of Hawker, Page, 
Weetangera and Scullin, and also attracts Canberrans from further afield who visit the Centre for 
shopping or to use its medical and professional services.  The Centre is popular with tradesmen, as 
the parking area is suitable for larger vehicles and those with trailers. 

Our Association’s main focus is on ensuring that planning and development decisions affecting the 
Centre and its environs are made with a clear and comprehensive understanding of all relevant 
issues.  The Association also seeks to monitor and respond to the concerns of customers and traders 
of the Centre and residents of the aforementioned suburbs.   

We wish to bring to your attention a number of concerns regarding maintenance issues at the 
Hawker Village Shopping Centre and seek your assistance in addressing those concerns. 

1. The seating area referred to as ‘the cage’ 
Until a few years ago, the main square of the Hawker Village Shopping Centre included an 
attractive wisteria-covered pergola with a seating area below.  Without any apparent 
consultation with centre users or traders, the vegetation was removed, the area surrounded by 
metal Cyclone mesh (hence ‘the cage’) and the pergola covered by corrugated PVC.   
 
This was followed shortly afterwards by removal of a well-established deciduous tree outside the 
supermarket.  The tree was not replaced, leaving no greenery in the central courtyard area.  The 
rationale for removing the tree seems to have been that there was no longer room for its crown 
or for safe pedestrian passage because the supermarket was allowed to expand towards the 
tree.  The tree roots became a problem as there was then insufficient space to move around 
them. 
 
Customers and traders have raised concerns with us about the ‘cage’, which itself is unattractive 
and detracts from the overall amenity of the centre,  especially given its prominent location 
between two food businesses and the children’s play area.  Rather than being an attractive 
asset, the ‘caged’ area is now used primarily as a smoking area.  Traders and customers alerted 
us to their concerns when the wisteria was removed and there had been some suggestion that 
new vegetation would be planted; however, this has never occurred.  
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We are requesting that funds be allocated to replace the caged area with another tree, possibly 
matching the tree outside the butcher shop, with seating underneath. We also request that the 
whole main square be designated a no-smoking area (the play equipment is also located there).  
As at 6pm on 12 February 2016, 33 cigarette butts were on the floor of ‘the cage’ and plenty 
more dropped into a drain grate. 
 

2. Replacement of missing trees 
The parking areas were originally planted with trees enclosed by raised circular concrete edging.  
Unfortunately, some of the trees have been removed without replacement.  The consequences 
are that the car park area lacks shade and the concrete edging is not easily visible to motorists.  
We request that the missing trees be replaced. 
 

3. Charity Bins 
Hawker has eight charity bins owned by four different charities.  All the bins, which were 
previously located in the eastern car park, adjacent to a walkway, have been re-located to the 
grassed area behind the public toilet block.  The bins themselves are unsightly and there is an 
ongoing problem with dumping, sometimes of quite large items of furniture.  Also, people leave 
bags beside the bins which are then scavenged, leaving clothing and other items strewn around 
the area.   
 
Furthermore, access to the bins by charity trucks is often blocked by parked cars as there is no 
dedicated truck access.  Trucks routinely drive up onto the footpath and/or grassed area to get 
close to the bins.  This will hasten the deterioration of both the grass and footpath/kerbing and 
require scarce maintenance funds be devoted to repairing or replacing them. 
 
There are charity shops at Jamison (Salvos) and in the Belconnen Town Centre (Vinnies and 
Salvos) where useful items are accepted.  Charities are usually willing to collect large items. We 
request that the bins be removed and the grassed area upgraded to include some attractive 
plantings and seating.  If it is considered necessary for charity bins to remain at the Hawker 
Centre, further consideration should be given to a more appropriate location, as well as to 
measures to prevent illegal dumping. 

We are aware that there is strong support within the community for the introduction of kerb 
collection days – say twice per year.  This would enable those who want to pick up discarded 
items to do so, with the remainder either recycled or taken to the tip.  This is a Canberra-wide 
issue which warrants investigation. 

4. The Community Notice Board 
At great expense to the Government, a concrete poster silo was placed at the Hawker centre 
near the open pedestrian crossing from the eastern car park.  Similar structures have been 
placed in other shopping centres for advertisements and notices.  These structures are not only 
unattractive but are also entirely unsuitable for the posting of notices since it can be difficult to 
attach notices and to remove notices that have been glued).  They also provide no protection 
from the weather so unprotected notices deteriorate.  This structure detracts from the amenity 
of the centre and contributes little or nothing in terms of a community noticeboard.  Such a 
noticeboard – if kept tidy and up to date – would be a welcome asset. 
 
We, therefore, request that the existing structure be removed and a more user-friendly notice 
board be provided in a more central location where it can be appropriately maintained.  We 
would be happy to participate in any discussions with building owners and traders about 
possible locations. 



Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further information about any of these 
matters. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. 

Kind regards 

 

Colin Lyons  

Convenor, 

Friends of Hawker Village Incorporated 

 


