
 

 

Ms Meegan Fitzharris, MLA 

Minister for Transport and Municipal Services, 

GPO Box 1020,  

Canberra City   ACT   2601 

By email: fitzharris@parliament.act.gov.au 

 

REVIEW OF CHARITY BINS AT GROUP CENTRES 

 
Dear Minister Fitzharris, 

Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) welcome your recent announcement of a review of charity bins at 
group centres pending expiry of the permits at end of June.  You will be aware that we raised this 
matter with you in our letter of 15 February 2016.  Prior to this, we have made representations on 
this matter on several occasions: 

 Mr Rattenbury 10 Oct 2014; 

 Mr Rattenbury 16 Jan 2015; 

 Mrs Vicki Dunne 1 May 2015. 

Our concerns remain: 

 In recent years, the bins have been placed in a more exposed position immediately opposite 
housing, beside two public footpaths, between two car parks and effectively eliminating use 
of the only green space in the Hawker Centre; 

 charity trucks regularly drive onto the grass and the footpaths to access the bins as the 
kerbside is blocked by parked cars; 

 the bins themselves are unsightly, one having been burnt out in the past; 

 there is a continual problem with dumping of clothes, furniture and other household goods. 

 

Over the years, we have forwarded many 
photographs to illustrate the problem.  The one 
on the left shows how close and exposed these 
bins are to private housing on Coniston Street.  
The road is a narrow one, not a major road of 
any kind.  The footpath beside the bin is on the 
edge of a car park on the right.  To the left of 
the bins is a grassed area previously used by 
workmen for picnic lunches.  The clothing 
scattered across the footpath is typical but not 
the worst as furniture is left regularly, anything 
from chairs to desks, tables and baby goods. 
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There are charity shops nearby at the Scullin shops, at the Jamison Centre (Salvos) and in the 
Belconnen Town Centre (Vinnies and Salvos) where useful items are accepted, so removal of the bins 
from the Hawker Village centre would not overly disadvantage residents.  We would welcome a 
decision to not renew the permits for these bins and encourage you to withdraw those permits. 

We would be happy to meet with you to discuss this matter further, if desired. 

Kind regards, 

 

27 Apr 2016 


