
 

 

 

 
PO Box 4082 

HAWKER   ACT   2614 
Ph. 0435 534 998 

secretary@friendsofhawkervillage.com 
 

  
Mr Brett Phillips,  

Executive Director of Planning Delivery, 

Environment and Planning Directorate, 

ACT Government 

By email: brett.phillips@act.gov.au                  29 June 2016 

 

BLOCK 30 SECTION 4 SCULLIN 

Dear Mr Phillips, 

Friends of Hawker Village wish to draw to your attention an item of concern to local residents.  This 

relates to the above block which is No. 6 McGinness Street, Scullin.  It is located three blocks from 

Chewings Street and opposite the intersection with McIntosh Street as shown in the photograph 

below.  The existing house was recently extended and a new double brick garage was built in the 

front yard facing sideways.  One wall of the garage is no more than one metre from the front 

boundary and public footpath.  Another wall is on the side boundary of the adjacent property to the 

east.  The area is zoned RZ1. 

 

The rear of the new, white garage, above, is surrounded by 
bushes against the letterbox for No. 4 McGinness Street.  Its 
location on the front property boundary and opposite the end 
of McIntosh Street is clearly visible. 

The location of the block is shown is the diagram on the right, 
the purple area being McGinness Street.  The garage is in the 
south-east corner of the block. 

Its position relative to Chewings Street is shown in the second 
photograph on the next page, taken from the western side of 
the block showing the front of the garage.  
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We note that the Single Dwelling Residential Code in the Territory Plan provides that: 

R17  
Encroachments into the front setback are permitted 
for one or more of the following building elements:  
a) an eave or roof overhang with a horizontal width 

of not more than 600mm  
b) fascias, gutters, downpipes, light fittings, sun 

blinds  
c) landings, steps or ramps, none of which are more 

than 1m above finished ground level.  

C17  
Buildings and other structures achieve all of the 
following:  
a) consistency with the desired character  
b) reasonable levels of privacy on adjoining 

residential blocks for dwellings and their 
associated private open space  

c) reasonable solar access to dwellings on adjoining 
residential blocks and their associated private 
open space.  

 

Table 2A: Front boundary setbacks – large blocks in subdivisions approved before 18 October 1993 (refer 

appendix 1 diagram 1)  

 minimum front 
boundary setback 

Exceptions - minimum 
front boundary setback 

to secondary street 
frontage 

Exceptions - minimum front 
boundary setback to open 
space or pedestrian paths 

wider than 6m 

lower floor level 6m 4m 4m 

upper floor level 6m 6m 4m 

garage 6m 5.5m 4m 

 

We presume that this redevelopment was approved under the merit track.  We would be grateful 

for an explanation of the grounds on which the placement of this double garage was approved.  We 

are concerned about the special privilege extended to the developers of this block and the 

precedent that this approval sets for redevelopment of RZ1 blocks. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 


