
 

15 January 2015 

 

Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA 
GPO Box 1020, 
CANBERRA   ACT   2601 
 
By email 
 

 

Dear Mr Rattenbury, 

 

Thank you for your response of 26 November 2014 to our letter of 10 October 2014 regarding the 
state of the buildings and infrastructure in and around the Hawker Village centre.  We very much 
appreciate the actions you outlined.  In relation to the ponding that occurs during and after rain on 
the footpath to the Belconnen Way underpass, we will confer with Roads ACT directly. 
 
We remain concerned about the charity bins, whose relocation seems to have increased, rather than 
decreased, the problem of illegal dumping of goods, possibly because the bins are now more visible.  
We recognise the importance of supporting local charities and acknowledge that the ACT 
Government has been working with the relevant organisations to find a solution to the problem of   
dumping.  Surveillance and daily clearance, 
however, does not seem to have resolved 
the dumping problem.   At the time of 
writing, there is a double-bed frame and 
mattress plus sundry other items spread 
across the footpath in front of one bin.  
Below are earlier photographs of illegally 
dumped goods.  The footpath behind the 
bins at left below leads from the shops into 
the suburb of Hawker.   
 

  



The new position of the bins means that they are closer and more visible to the residents of nearby 
flats, many of whom are short-term occupants with no access to transport for disposing of unwanted 
possessions.  The need for continual surveillance and clearance adds to the expense of both the 
government and charities in maintaining this service.  Furthermore, some of the bins themselves are 
unsightly, being in need of paint or having been burnt out as shown in the photograph of the  

 

Koomari bin (at right above), and are 
inappropriate for a site so close to 
housing. This location, which is 
opposite the main entrance to 
Hawker Village, is rather like having 
someone else’s rubbish bin outside 
one’s front door.  We respectfully 
suggest that a more suitable location 
would be at the corner of the 
Springvale Drive car park adjacent to 
the Belconnen Soccer Club. 

 
Friends of Hawker Village are still interested in a 
response to an important issue which was raised 
in our original correspondence.  This concerns 
any information that you can provide regarding 
the standards expected of owners/tenants in 
maintaining the external areas of their property.  
The photograph on the right shows graffiti that 
has been there for some years.  Furthermore, the 
building design used across this centre 
incorporates a colonnade along the side of most 
buildings (some of which have been enclosed).   

 
 

Where not enclosed, the ground and ceiling of these areas tend to be neglected and unsightly.  We 
realise that this is not the responsibility of TAMS to maintain but would appreciate guidance as to 
what standards apply and who is responsible for ensuring that these standards are met. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

CJ Lyons      

Colin Lyons 
Convenor, 
Friends of Hawker Village Incorporated 
 
 
 

  
 


