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Dear Mr Rattenbury, 
 
Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) are delighted that steps have been taken to replace the torn 
shade sail over the children’s playground in the plaza at Hawker Village shopping centre.  
With the hot weather upon us, this is a timely action.   
 
We regularly receive comments from local residents and traders about the state of the 
shopping centre.  In relation to public property, FoHV notes the need for: 

• the paved areas to be cleaned with a high-pressure hose; 
• the drains to be cleared of all the debris that has accumulated in them; 
• all grids in the pavement to be checked for height before someone trips on one and is 

badly injured; 
• the depression in the footpath down to the Belconnen Way underpass and adjacent to 

the Belconnen Way Hotel to be levelled before the next large storm causes flooding;   
• the drains in the underpass to be cleaned regularly to facilitate drainage during heavy 

downpours; 
• some vegetation to be restored to the central plaza area following the removal of the 

large wisteria vine;  and 
• the charity bins to be removed from their prominent position around the patch of grass 

behind the public toilets, opposite housing and beside a well-used footpath. 
 
We would appreciate some guidance as to the responsibility of owners and tenants to maintain 
their property, especially where it fronts public areas.  Attached is a more detailed description 
of these matters.  Any action to improve the condition and amenity of our local shops would 
be most welcome.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

CJCJCJCJ Lyons Lyons Lyons Lyons    
 
Colin Lyons 
Convenor, 
Friends of Hawker Village Incorporated. 



 
MAINTENANCE OF THE COMMON AREAS OF HAWKER VILLAGE 

 
 
The public areas of Hawker Village were refurbished over a decade ago and are in relatively 
good condition;  however, the general state of cleanliness of the centre and the condition of 
several buildings prompts regular comments by members of the community.  Of particular 
note are widespread black spots on the paving which are, presumably, old lumps of chewing 
gum. 
 
We realise that some parts of the common areas are privately owned and are the owners’ 
responsibility to maintain.  We would be grateful for any information that can be provided in 
relation to the standards expected of owners/tenants re external maintenance of their property.  
Some items of concern are the dirty appearance of the eaves and associated lights, peeling 
paint on the fascia surrounding the roof and graffiti on brick walls. 
 
What is particularly disappointing is the sad state of the pergola that used to be covered by a 
magnificent wisteria.  Over a year ago, the wisteria was removed without warning to the 
Hawker community.  It was replaced, without consultation, by PVC sheeting over the pergola 
and weldmesh around the sides.  Attracting nicknames such as “the bare cage”, this structure 
resembles something more appropriate to Guantanamo Bay than a popular shopping centre.  
Patrons and traders have voiced their concerns to us about the negative effect on the 
atmosphere of the plaza from the complete absence of greenery within this central area.  This 
has left the shops looking barren from most aspects.  FoHV suggests that some consideration  
be given to planting vegetation of some kind in this much-used area to replace the much-
missed wisteria. 
 
Another action that has occurred without public consultation is the recent removal of the 
charity bins from the Woolworths car park to the grassy area behind the public toilets.  The 
original car park location was ideal in that the bins were inconspicuous, being on the far side 
of the car park and sheltered by a row of shrubs backing onto Springvale Drive.  The current 
location is most unsuitable in that the bins are highly visible from all directions.  They are 
dirty, rusty and surrounded by unwanted goods left by inconsiderate people.  This site is 
directly opposite housing and on the edge of a well-used footpath linking the shops to the 
suburb.  The small grassy area has occasionally been used by workmen having their lunch, 
picnic fashion.  It is now not suitable for this purpose.  The amenity of the Hawker Village 
shops has been severely reduced by the decision to place the charity bins in this location. 
  
 


