
 

 

Mr Tony Gill, 
Director, 
Roads ACT, 
Territory and Municipal Services, 
GPO Box 158, 
CANBERRA   ACT   2601 
 
 

HAWKER SHOPS – FOOTPATHS AND ROADS 
 
 
Dear Mr Gill, 
 
Thank you for your response of 23 January 2015 to our suggestion for improvement to the 
footpath from the Hawker shops to the Belconnen Way underpass.  This work was 
completed in early April and will make access much more pleasant for the community 
during wet weather. 
 
On 27 January 2015, we made a submission to the consultation on 40 km/h precincts in the 
group centres.  In that, we referred to the need to facilitate pedestrian traffic between the 
Hawker Medical Centre and the shops.  There is an east-west walkway through the shops 
which ends in a line of parked cars opposite the medical centre.  A footpath from the 
medical centre heads towards the walkway into the shops but is interrupted by the parked 
cars.  Pedestrians are forced to walk between the parked cars to get to the chemist and 
other shops.  This is particularly difficult for anyone with mobility problems. 
 
We suggest that a small gap could be provided along the kerb where parking occurs to 
provide an access point for pedestrians from the medical centre.  This gap need be no more 
than half the length of a car, so should not reduce the number of spaces available.  The gap 
should be placed opposite the end of the medical centre footpath or as close thereto as 
possible so as to connect with the walkway but not interfere with parking.  A dip in the kerb 
at the appropriate point on both sides of the road would also facilitate access for those with 
prams or walking frames.  The gap would need to be signposted to alert drivers to the fact 
that parking is not allowed across this gap. 
 
We would appreciate any effort to improve access between the medical centre and shops. 
 
A maintenance issue we would like to draw to your attention is the deterioration of the 
markings on the raised pedestrian crossings along Hawker Place, especially the one near the 



TAB.  At present, the markings are almost undetectable which does not serve the purpose of 
highlighting the crossings and improving safety.  These raised crossings are used intensively, 
work very well and are an excellent example of good design. 
 
Friends of Hawker Village are grateful for the response by Roads ACT to the various issues 
raised. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

CJ Lyons 
 
Colin Lyons, 
Convenor 
 
8 May 2015 


