
 

 

15 January 2015 

Mr Tony Gill, 

Director, 

Roads ACT 

 

By email 

 

Dear Mr Gill, 

 

On 14 October 2014, Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) raised some matters pertaining to the Hawker 

Village shopping centre with Minister Rattenbury.  Subsequently, an officer of Roads ACT phoned to 

clarify the location of a particular footpath mentioned in that letter.  Following recent rain, FoHV 

would like to provide more precise details of the area of footpath that experiences flooding after 

rain. 

The Google Earth image on the next page shows Belconnen Way at the top.  The image is rotated 

slightly to the east – Belconnen Way runs east-west, so due north is actually at about 45 degrees to 

the right.   As a guide, the roads running down the side of Hawker Village actually run due south. 

In the top middle of the image is the underpass connecting Hawker and Page.  The path that 

emerges from the underpass travels at an angle to the south-east, then curves southwards between 

two large buildings.  The white building to the west is an apartment block.  The grey building on the 

east and bordering Belconnen Way is the Belconnen Way Motel and Belconnen Soccer Club.  The 

footpath continues towards the shops, passing the large supermarket building that is also on the 

east.   

Between the supermarket building and the hotel is a 
six-metre wide walkway that is completely concreted.  
This walkway slopes downhill from the east to the 
west, so feeds a lot of water onto the footpath during 
rain.  Where it joins the path to the underpass, the 
land is slightly lower than on the north.  The footpath 
to the underpass actually rises slightly at this point 
before heading downhill again.  In the photograph on 
the right, the dip begins at the bottom corner of the 
building on the left (Belconnen Motel) and continues 
for several metres to the left. 
 

 

The slight variation in the slope of the path is not visible to the naked eye when dry.   It only 

becomes obvious when a puddle appears on the footpath.  Depending on the amount of rain, the 

puddle can become a pond that stretches across the path onto the surrounding grass as the 



depression is extensive.  This makes it impossible for foot traffic to pass this area without getting 

wet shoes. 

The section of footpath of concern, in the Google Earth image below, is the section in the shadow of 

the motel building at its south-west corner.  It is hoped that these directions are comprehensible.  If 

they are confusing, FoHV would be happy to meet a Roads ACT officer on site. 

Yours sincerely, 

CJ Lyons 
Colin Lyons 

Convenor 

Friends of Hawker Village Incorporated 

 

 

Google Earth image of Hawker Village shopping centre bounded by Belconnen Way, Beetaloo Street and Springvale Drive. 

 

 


