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Reply address:  92 Erldunda Circuit, HAWKER   ACT   2614 

 
Friends of 

HAWKER 
Village 

 

 
 
Ms Katy Gallagher, MLA, 
Chief Minister, 
ACT Legislative Assembly, 
 
 
Dear Chief Minister, 
 
Thank you for meeting with Friends of Hawker Village (FoHV) on 1 August 2012 and for 
inviting us to to follow up that meeting with suggestions on how to proceed in relation to the 
future of the Hawker Village.  We sincerely believe an open process can resolve this matter.   
 
An issue of critical concern, however, has arisen lately with strong rumours that the Hawker 
IGA supermarket has been sold and that this is somehow connected to development of the 
adjoining public car park.  If this is so, it would completely undermine any open and fair 
master-planning process.  We would like to suggest that, while the moratorium is in place, no 
government member or agency should be allowed to make or imply any understanding, tacit 
or otherwise, about the future sale of government-owned land in the Hawker Village.  
 
As discussed at this month’s meeting, we believe that the master planning exercise of 2011 
can be built on to reach a successful conclusion in the following way: 
 

• If and when ACTPLA has the opportunity to work on a master plan for the Hawker 
Village, it will need to become familiar with the reports and ideas presented to the 
Project Reference Group (PRG) meetings and with the community feedback. 

• In an effort to ensure a better outcome, ACTPLA will also need to meet with the FoHV 
representatives who participated in the PRG to gain a thorough understanding of their 
concerns with the previous process. 

• It would then be desirable to hold a community-wide forum to permit the various 
sections of the community (traders, building owners, local residents and other centre 
users together) to discuss what they value and want for Hawker’s future, within the 
context of the Government’s infill policy.  Such a meeting should be facilitated by an 
independent moderator, with no connection to the planning industry, who can assist in 
developing a genuine conversation rather than have a series of simple statements of 
individuals’ preconceived preferences. 

• These actions improve the likelihood of achieving a greater degree of consensus on a 
master plan, hopefully leading to broad community acceptance. 

• To facilitate community acceptance, the precinct plan arising from that master plan 
would need to incorporate all the critical elements of the master plan to ensure that the 
Territory Plan properly and fully reflects the master plan. 

• It would also be desirable for the moratorium on sale of government-owned land in the 
Hawker Village to continue until such time as the precinct plan has been incorporated 
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into the Territory Plan.  This might involve extension of the moratorium, depending on 
ACTPLA’s availability to focus on the Hawker master plan. 

 
These suggestions are based on feedback we have received and our experience of the 2011 
planning process.  If you or any Directorate officers wish to discuss any aspect of this letter, 
please contact me.  We await the outcome of your consideration. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Mrs) Robyn Coghlan, 
Convenor, 
Friends of Hawker Village 
www.friendsofhawkervillage.com 
Ph. (02) 6254 0487 
 
23 August 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


