
 

 

2017-18 ACT BUDGET PRIORITIES 

 
The Friends of Hawker Village is an apolitical community-based organisation, is objects and purposes 
being: 
 

 to protect and enhance the residential, suburban, social and environmental qualities of the 
Hawker commercial precinct, known as Hawker Village, and its catchment area comprising 
Hawker, Page, Scullin and Weetangera; and 

 to provide a forum for the discussion of matters of interest to persons and groups interested in 
and affected by changes to land uses in the Hawker catchment area. 

 
The following Budget priorities for 2017-18 have been identified: 

1. Prompt, regular maintenance and repair of ageing footpaths – Hawker, Page, Scullin and 
Weetangera are blessed with an excellent system of footpaths that facilitate and encourage 
walking.  These suburbs are now around fifty years old and the footpaths suffer from ageing 
concrete and displacement of slabs by tree roots as well as destruction by heavy vehicles.  The 
Government’s desire to encourage active travel is not reflected in the current lack of funding 
provided for existing infrastructure.  Our footpaths are now hazardous and we seek better 
funding for better maintenance along with a public education campaign to reduce damage from 
parking and driving on footpaths. 

2. Better quality resurfacing of roads and repair of potholes – It is common for resurfaced roads 
to deteriorate and for potholes to reappear with a few months of supposedly being fixed.  This 
suggests that the repair work was substandard.  To avoid unnecessary work and effectively 
wasting taxpayers’ money, adequate funding needs to be provided to ensure that repairs are 
undertaken by qualified, competent contractors. 

3. Provision of bus shelters along Coulter Drive and on Gillespie Street, northern side, near the 
intersection with Springvale Drive – These bus stops, which are used regularly for local services 
and by people catching the bus to work, offer no protection from the elements.  In wet weather, 
cold weather, windy weather and extreme heat, bus passengers are provided with nothing more 
than a bench.  Improving basic comfort for waiting passengers is an important aspect of 
encouraging residents and visitors to use ACTION bus services. 

4. Provision of public toilets in all local shops – As with the need to repair and maintain footpaths, 
the provision of well-located public toilets is an essential public service to encourage active 
travel/walking, especially for children and older residents.  Scullin and Cook recently were 
honoured with a new toilet block each but there are none in Weetangera or Page; 

5. Updated playground equipment in Ellen Clark Park, Weetangera (between Belconnen Way and 
Smith Street) – The existing playground equipment is very aged and minimal in its appeal to 
children.  Greater use of this facility would be encouraged by its being updated; 



6. Beautification of the grassy area behind the Hawker toilet block – This is the only green area 
around the Hawker Centre.  Unfortunately, it has been despoiled and made unusable by the 
installation of unkempt and unsightly charity bins.  This area is immediately opposite housing 
and would benefit from some small expenditure to improve its appearance, preferably including 
the removal of the bins to a more appropriate site. 

7. Replacement of the concrete monolith for public notices at the Hawker shops – Something 
more functional and sheltered from the weather and in a more central location, such as the 
public central plaza area, is needed;  

8. Funding for a Community Planning Advocate - At present, an imbalance exists between the 
resources available to developers and the Government, and to members of the community 
(both individuals and voluntary community organisations) in relation to planning and 
development issues.   Even members of the community who serve on master planning reference 
groups have no access to impartial professional expertise to help them assess planning and 
development proposals.  To ensure full and fair community participation in planning, individuals 
and organisations need not only to be ‘consulted’ but they need to have the capacity to 
understand and assess the details and implications of often complex proposals.  A Community 
Planning Advocate could serve a valuable role in helping to redress the current imbalance in 
relation to both master planning and specific development applications.  Consideration of such a 
role could be included in the context of an independent review of the ACT’s planning processes. 

 


