
The Vision 
Hawker Group Centre will be a vibrant living centre serving the Belconnen 

community and especially the suburbs of Hawker, Weetangera, Page and Scullin.  

The Centre will maintain its unique village character, as a convenient gathering 

place for the community to access a diverse range of goods and services, to 

conduct business or work, and to meet and socialise.  The Centre will be an 

exemplar for design excellence in sustainable urban renewal. 

Objectives 
Amenable 

Hawker Group Centre will be an attractive, convenient and safe place to shop, 

conduct business, linger and enjoy. 

 

Character 
The Centre will retain a relaxed village character, with a slower pace that is 

unique to this local hub.  The Centre will attract a broad and diverse mix of 

people, from young school children through to the elderly, and promote 

activity 7 days a week. 

Meeting places 
A central gathering space will be provided of proportions appropriate to the 

Centre.  The gathering space will be accessible, legible, attractive and sun-

filled, fronted by active shop frontages and passer by traffic.  The central 

gathering space will provide a location for special events such as weekend 

jazz, and promote multiple uses.  The central gathering space will be the heart 

of the Centre. 

Services 
A range of services that promote diversity, vibrancy and 7 day activity will be 

supported including living, shopping, meeting people and specialist services. 

Public Realm 
The public realm will provide an inviting and integrated environment.  An 

emphasis on walkability will be pursued including direct, safe and weather-

proof connections in and around the Centre.  The built form will be of a high 

quality and will contribute to the sense of the Centre. 

Safety and security 
The Centre will be a safe and secure environment, both perceived and actual.  

Safety and security will be provided through attracting a diverse user base, 

avoiding lurking spaces, providing appropriate lighting, and ensuring passive 

and active surveillance day and night. 

Economically Sustainable 

Hawker Group Centre will recognise the importance of economic sustainability to 

ensure the long term viability of the Centre.  A range of services will be encouraged 

that serve the local community on a day-to-day and weekly basis, as well as 

specialist services (especially medical and related services) that serve the wider ACT 

and surrounding regions. 

 



The Centre will support commercial growth and foster a wide mix of services which 

will be of mutual benefit to the general community and business. 

Important Considerations 
- Business continuity will be supported. 

- Commercial viability for small scale businesses will be maintained. 

- The important role of anchors will be recognised and exploited to benefit the 

Centre as a whole. 

- A range of employment opportunities will be provided. 

- Growth of specialist services such as the medical centre will be supported. 

- 7 day a week activity will be encouraged. 

- Business growth will be accommodated. 

- Additional housing and housing choice to meet the changing needs of 

surrounding community within the centre will be provided for. 

- Leisure/lifestyle uses such as gymnasium and flexible community space will be 

provided for.  

-  

Accessible 

Hawker Group Centre will allow all users, including pedestrians, cyclists, bus travellers, 

motorists and service vehicles to move around easily, safely and comfortably. 

 

The Centre will acknowledge and cater for private vehicles as the dominant mode 

of transport, whilst encouraging a shift to other transport modes. 

 

The Centre will be permeable and well-connected, offering a choice of routes both 

within the Centre and to surrounding areas. 

Parking 
Parking will be provided that is easily understood, visible and convenient.  

Parking will be readily accessible to destinations throughout the Centre, with 

higher parking generation uses co-located with parking facilities.  

Management of parking will encourage short stay and long stay parking to 

take place in appropriate locations. Adequate parking for disabled, seniors 

and parents with prams will be provided in appropriate locations. 

Public Transport 
The Centre will provide for attractive and centrally located public transport 

facilities and will become a node within the wider ACTION network. 

Pedestrian and Cycle Network and Facilities 
The Centre will be a pedestrian and cycle friendly environment with multiple 

and convenient connections to the surrounding suburbs.  Cycle infrastructure 

will be developed including on and off-road cycle lanes and end point 

facilities.  The Centre will be accessible for people with accessibility challenges. 

Road Network 
The road network will be safe and readily understood, working in favour of the 

Centre.  Streets will be designed for multiple use by pedestrians, cyclists, buses 

and private motorists.  They will focus on destinations within the Centre rather 

than acting as thoroughfares bypassing the Centre.  Service access for delivery 

vehicles will be provided for. 



Legible 

Hawker Group Centre will be readily identifiable from the surrounding suburban 

landscape and external road network.  Entries points to the Centre will be highly 

visible from all approach routes and the built form and scale of the Centre will signal 

that there are activities to be found within. 

 

From within, Hawker Group Centre will have a distinctive and memorable pattern of 

public spaces, streets and built form to assist wayfinding. 

Environmentally Sustainable 

Hawker Group Centre will be an environmentally sustainable centre promoting 

reduced car dependence, reduced energy consumption, reduced water use, 

improved downstream water quality and waste reduction. 


