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The Draft ACT Parking Strategy discusses the intended policy and practical direction of parking 
in Canberra for the next 15-20 years. The Strategy aims to strike a balance between demand 
for parking, availability of parking and the price of parking within a broader goal of sustainable 
transport which encourages more walking, cycling and use of public transport.

Influencing factors
As the ACT’s population continues to grow, an efficient transport system is needed to support 
social, economic and environmental goals.  These goals informed the 2004 Sustainable 
Transport Plan, which in turn has influenced the Draft ACT Parking Strategy. 

The 2004 Canberra Spatial Plan aims to reduce the need for car travel and to encourage 
transport use away from cars. It also sets out how future urban development will be contained 
within about 15 kilometres of the city centre, with at least 50 percent of all residential 
development expected to occur within 7.5 kilometres of the city centre.

By containing development within these areas, employment locations remain in close proximity 
to residential areas. This also reduces the need for long distance travel, affecting demand 
for parking in the ACT’s town centres and thereby helping to reduce infrastructure costs and 
maintenance, as well as to reduce the costs associated with vehicle pollution and accidents.

Number of parking spaces
The Strategy proposes a limited net increase of parking spaces. This changes the policy to one 
of demand management rather than demand satisfaction.

To help manage demand, parking information systems can be installed to inform motorists of 
available parking spaces as they approach the town centres.

Current parking provision rates would stay the same for residential parking, disabled parking and 
for business (generally four spaces per 100m² gross floor area for commercial and retail and one 
space per 100m² gross floor area for offices).

The recently released Bicycle Parking Guidelines will assist with this policy. They allow car 
parking to be reduced by one space per four bicycle parking spaces, up to a maximum of five 
percent of the required car parking provision. Such secure bicycle parking spaces are in addition 
to the bicycle parking space provision requirements.

Type of parking facilities
There would be more structured car parks, either above or below ground, replacing surface car 
parks. This would be a more efficient use of land.

Future on-street parking would generally be for service vehicles and disabled parking only, 
providing convenient parking for those who need it most.

There would be more privately-owned car parks and fewer government-owned car parks, 
however, privately-owned car parks would be required to provide parking spaces for the general 
public, in addition to renting out car spaces for office and commercial use. 

Strategy Directions    
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Parking schemes
More short-stay parking spaces are proposed to support commercial, business and service 
activities. Less long-stay parking would be built to maximise the use of current parking areas 
and to encourage drivers to choose alternative travel options such as walking, cycling and using 
public transport.

Existing limited resident parking permit schemes will continue, but such schemes will not be 
introduced for new developments that have on-site parking provided. Generally, higher density 
developments close to the City and town centres or to major public transport corridors (such 
as Northbourne Avenue) will not be considered for residents parking schemes.  Such schemes 
tend to encourage higher car ownership in areas that have good access to alternative transport 
options.   

A review will be made of existing and potential future park and ride locations to maximise 
parking availability in town centres and to minimise the distance people need to travel before 
using public transport.

Kiss and ride, where a person is dropped off at a bus stop, will also be examined as another 
means for encouraging people to consider alternative options to driving. 

Incentives such as reduced parking fees, preferred and reserved parking spaces in car parks for 
multi-occupant and green vehicles will be explored. 

Pricing
Short-stay, on-street parking prices are expected to increase to encourage higher turnover of 
the limited, premium, on-street spaces in City and the town centres. The Strategy also suggests 
it is time to review the current pre-paid long stay parking ticket system because it encourages 
car use over other types of transport to major centres.  A prepayment scheme may be retained 
for users’ convenience, although discounts for advanced purchase are to be reviewed.

Sustainable transport contribution fund 
A sustainable transport contribution fund is proposed to enable developers to voluntarily 
contribute cash instead of providing a proportion of on-site parking spaces. This recognises that 
sometimes the required number of parking spaces cannot be built, for example, in basement 
car parks because of soil and infrastructure issues. 

A sustainable transport contribution fund would be used to improve overall accessibility to and 
within the City and town centres. For example, the fund could be used to:

• build other car parking structures:
• establish shuttle bus services;
• install real time transit information systems;
• upgrade security lighting;
• improve pathways and access to parking areas;
• improve or provide additional bus shelters; 
• build or maintain cycle paths and other cycling support facilities; and
• replace old technology traffic signals with low energy demand LED signals.


