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“PIA commends the Government in 

taking this important step towards 

a more integrated and collaborative 

approach in planning for the future 

of our cities.” 
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1 Introduction 

PIA is very supportive of the Commonwealth's engagement in strategic planning at a national 

level. A National Urban Policy will assist to create a more integrated and collaborative 

approach to the planning of Australia’s cities.  

 

In order for a National Urban Policy to be successful, planning needs to be at the forefront of 

decision-makers minds. In addition, decision makers need to shift from a short-term to a long-

term, bipartisan focus. The Policy will also need to operate at a number of levels, across 

government and across disciplines.  

 

This submission focuses on the idea of a National Urban Policy, highlights the importance of 

planning in achieving the goals of a National Urban Policy and finishes with some general 

comments relating to the ‘aspirations for our cities’, highlighted in the Discussion Paper. 

 

PIA broadly supports all of the aspirations and objectives contained in the National Urban 

Policy Discussion Paper and this submission highlights a few of the key areas of relevance to 

PIA.  
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2 A National Urban Policy 

The Planning Institute of Australia is extremely encouraging of the Commonwealth’s decision 

to engage in strategic planning at a national level through the introduction of a National Urban 

Policy. PIA commends the Government in taking this important step towards a more 

integrated and collaborative approach in planning for the future of our cities. The Institute 

considers that it is important that a national approach to cities be clearly articulated and 

understood. PIA is also supportive of the Australian Government working with the COAG 

Reform Council to support improvements in capital city strategic planning. 

 

PIA is supportive of the goals and aspirations contained in the National Urban Policy Discussion 

Paper. However, in order to achieve the goals, planning needs to be at the forefront of 

decision-makers minds. Planning assists to raise productivity, foster safe, fair, prosperous, 

healthy and attractive communities, protect natural resources and heritage and achieve 

balanced and sustainable development and growth (Chancellor of the Exchequer, cited in RTPI, 

2004, p. 1 and PIA, NHF & ALGA, 2011). Planners are well equipped to support all levels of 

Government, the private sector and the community in working together to plan for, and 

achieve, a healthy, vibrant future for Australia. 

 

In order for a National Urban Policy to be successful, PIA considers that the Australian 

Government needs to focus on long-term, bipartisan solutions that are coordinated across all 

tiers of government and across disciplines. The Australian Government also needs to recognise 

the productive capacity of our cities and regions in light of key challenges such as climate 

change and water shortages.  

 

In this respect the policy needs to build a partnership with other portfolios that cover regional 

development, climate change, population and infrastructure, and PIA is encouraged to see the 

cross government taskforce to discuss and coordinate these activities. 

 

The National Urban Policy Discussion Paper appears to have a heavy focus on productivity. 

Whilst PIA understands the importance of productivity (and planning can assist to achieve such 

an aspiration), it is important to note that any productivity objectives should not be pursued at 

the expense of social and environmental objectives.  This position is echoed in the Institute’s 

response to the Department of Sustainability of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 

and Communities’ “A Sustainable Population for Australia Issues Paper” (PIA, 2011).   The 

Institute believes that population and urban areas cannot be considered in separation from 

one another, and as such the two Departments need to work in close collaboration to ensure 

these policies complement and create synergies between each other. 

 

PIA wishes to highlight a slight misnomer in the naming of the National Urban Policy. PIA 

understands that the Policy is intended to focus on cities of 100,000 people or more. However, 

a policy for Australia’s urban areas should consider all of Australia’s urban areas, regardless of 

whether the urban population of an area is more than 100,000 people or not. People who live 
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in cities and townships are all urban dwellers and hence, it is misleading to call a document a 

National Urban Policy, when it does not focus on all urban areas. PIA suggests that the title of 

the policy be renamed to the National Policy for Major Urban Areas, or something similar.  
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3 Role of the Australian Government in Urban Affairs 

While cities are governed by state/territory and local governments, the Commonwealth 

Government is still able to contribute to the development of cities through Commonwealth 

legislation, policy and funding arrangements, such as population policy, first home-owner 

grant schemes, funding for infrastructure and the like. PIA considers that the primary role for 

the Australian Government in the planning of Australian cities to be four-fold: 

o Supporting major strategic planning; 

o Managing projects and issues of national significance;  

o Understanding the spatial and infrastructure implications of various Federal Government 

policy decisions, and 

o Supporting research, education and facilitating knowledge-sharing amongst the 

States/Territories. 

3.1 Supporting Major Strategic Planning 

PIA believes that the Federal Government must actively support major strategic planning for 

cities. PIA considers that there is a need for improved Government coordination on a wide 

range of matters in planning, zoning and Development Assessment, particularly at a strategic 

planning level. Markets operate on a range of spatial levels which normally cut administrative 

boundaries, within which planning has to work. This can be a major constraint on the planning 

system (RTPI, 2004, p. 12). A lack of coordination between all levels of Government leads to 

inadequate consideration to the cumulative flow on effects of planning decisions. This is 

particularly evident with the lack of integration between land use and transport planning, 

something which is highlighted in responses by the Institute to both this paper and the 

Sustainable Populations paper (PIA, 2011). 

 

Coordinated, integrated, long-term, spatial strategic planning should be an essential 

requirement for all government-funded infrastructure development. PIA supports a funding 

delivery program that uses financial incentives for States/Territories and Local Governments to 

improve their approach to planning. PIA does not support the introduction of any additional 

regulation but is supportive of the Australian Government using financial incentives to 

encourage improved planning outcomes.  

3.2 Managing and Funding Projects and Issues of National Significance 

A National Urban Policy will allow the Australian Government to gain a better understanding of 

the impact of national policies on the planning of cities. For example, Government investment 

in housing, transport and economic infrastructure all have a significant effect on the way that 

cities develop. A National Policy will assist the Australian Government to frame those national 

decisions in the context of other objectives and will allow them to be linked to a broader set of 

outcomes.  
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PIA believes that the Australian Government needs to take a leadership role on issues of 

national significance, such as population growth (PIA, 2011), immigration, water, peak oil, 

transport, climate change and the densification of cities. These issues require ‘bigger picture’ 

planning outcomes, which can be mutually supported from a national level without the 

Federal Government assuming direct responsibility for the planning and development of cities. 

 

The Institute does recognise, however, that some issues are too broad or are of National 

significance to be adequately managed at a local, regional or state/territory level. Particularly 

as the Nation faces new challenges in the progression of climate change a strong direction at 

the national level will ensure an equitable and systematic transition into a new phase in the 

climate of our country as well as the globe more generally. Climates cross borders and the 

economic and societal impacts associated with climate change and natural disasters have wide 

ranging impacts that need to be managed beyond the jurisdiction in which they occur. A key 

example of this would be project intra-migration associated with “climate change refugees” 

and how planning systems need to respond quickly to increasing or decreasing populations not 

previously planned for.  

 

In addition, the Australian Government can also provide assistance to local governments in 

issues such as those described above, as they will manifest in different ways specific to 

location.  In the past, governments have supported cooperative research centres to assist with 

research and development of ideas to promote improved methods of dealing with some of 

these national issues of significance.  While this has proven beneficial in some areas, support 

also needs to be given to local governments to develop strategies to overcome the problems 

associated with matters such as population growth and climate change.  It is in this area the 

Australian Government can be involved through working in partnership with local 

governments that require assistance with mitigating the effects of these issues. 

 

3.3 Supporting Research, Education and Facilitating Knowledge-Sharing Amongst the 

States/Territories 

PIA believes that the Australian Government can play a vital role in becoming a research body 

and holder of information on key national issues such as Climate Change and urban planning. 

PIA considers that the Australian Government could play a similar role to bodies such as 

Emergency Management Australia, where it supports research and education and promotes 

knowledge-sharing amongst the States/Territories.   

 

PIA also believes that the Federal Government can play an important role in incubating and 

acting as a repository for national policies agreed to between governments that can influence 

improved urban development outcomes.  This can be in the form of a national planning policy, 

such as the National Charter for Integrated Land Use Planning, a National Urban Design 

Protocol, National Affordable Housing Action Plan and the National Design Guidelines for 

Healthy Spaces and Places. 
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The Institute is also aware that work has been undertaken at a national level on National 

Planning System Principles and National Planning Principles for Climate Change, both of which 

could be included in a National Planning Policy repository and to reinforce the opportunity to 

coordinate high level policy through a Commonwealth forum. 
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4 Specific Comments on the Aspirations for Our Cities 

4.1 Productivity 

4.1.1 Long Term Spatial Planning 

The Australian economy is substantially dependent on efficient and sustainable cities for 

positive economic development. For the Australian cities to drive national prosperity, they will 

need to successfully embrace a globally focused role as well as their traditional functions. 

Clearly, planning will play an important role in delivering the conditions required for 

investment and economic growth in our cities. 

 

Long term planning for cities and towns including transport, housing, infrastructure, 

employment, and social services is central to effective urban growth management and 

essential for establishing attractive, affordable, sustainable, well serviced communities with 

access to employment opportunities. Neighbourhoods developed without due consideration 

to jobs and training access can trap successive generations of households in welfare 

dependency. Similarly, cities and neighbourhoods which have missed opportunities to 

maximise active transport may be storing the potential for heavier per capita health care costs 

(PIA, 2004, p. 9).  These issues are also addressed in PIA’s response to the Sustainable 

Populations Issues Paper (PIA, 2011), and the Healthy Spaces and Places response to the 

National Urban Policy Discussion Paper (PIA, NHF & ALGA 2011). 

 

There is a significant productivity dividend from the spatial planning of cities and regions. 

When observed at the spatial level, more opportunities to create a competitive edge become 

evident in the economy. For example, modelling work undertaken by the National Institute for 

Economic and Industry in 2004 showed that improved structuring of the Sydney metropolitan 

region would have enabled the NSW economy to be $1.4 billion larger than it otherwise would  

have been in 15 years time and the Australian GDP would have been boosted by $1.7 billion. 

There would have been 20,000 more jobs in NSW and 24,000 more jobs across Australia (PIA, 

2004, p. 8). 

 

4.1.2 Promotion of New Development Patterns 

PIA is supportive of the direction outlined in the National Urban Policy Discussion Paper 

regarding the encouragement of new development patterns, including the promotion of infill 

and higher density development to reduce growth on the outer edges of cities. The Institute 

believes that the true costs of the less sustainable forms of housing, such as single dwellings on 

large allotments in greenfield developments (e.g. replicate public amenities/facilities, 

biodiversity loss, reduction of productive agricultural land, infrastructure provision); need to 

be better reflected in planning controls, market costings and the cost of providing 

infrastructure. 
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In PIA’s National Policy on Urban Growth Management (UGM), the Institute calls for all 

jurisdictions to adopt coordinated approaches to UGM that include the following features: 

 

1. Establishing clear visions for the development of cities and towns with sustainability indicators 

and incorporation of community engagement that may include approaches such as scenario 

planning. 

 

2. Adoption of a set of guiding principles to include consideration of the following: 

o Integration of transport, especially public transport 

o Sustainable economic development and employment 

o Access to affordable housing, choice of housing and sustainable design 

o Impacts of changes in demographics 

o Greater focus on coordinated inner and middle suburban redevelopment 

o Minimisation of the need for expansion of urban areas through better use of land in 

existing urban areas and at the urban fringe 

o Improved use of natural resources and reduction of the ecological footprint 

o Developing vibrant mixed use areas and their communities 

o Coordination of development and sequencing of land release with social and physical 

infrastructure delivery 

o Spatial design and land use mix to minimise greenhouse gas emissions 

o Addressing the impacts of climate change on urban development 

 

Ensuring the availability, coordination and effectiveness of a set of UGM tools include 

elements such as: 

 

o Effective strategic and spatial planning process embodied in legislation 

o Urban containment boundaries to reinforce the need for careful consideration of urban 

expansion 

o Effective connection between strategic planning process and implementation 

mechanisms such as zoning and land use policy 

o Mechanisms enabling the coordination and sequencing of land release with social and 

physical infrastructure delivery (possibly including growth area authorities) 

o Land banking and land assembly mechanisms (i.e. government or private sector land 

ownership in key areas to improve growth management) 

o Integrated land use and transport planning 

 

PIA urges the Australian Government to consider the above tools and principles when writing 

the National Urban Policy.  
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4.1.3 Integration of Land Use and Infrastructure Planning 

PIA is also extremely supportive of the promotion of the integration of land use and 

infrastructure planning highlighted in the Discussion Paper. Planners frequently encounter 

issues of inadequate infrastructure provision, particularly in the outer/fringe metropolitan 

areas. Public transport, which PIA believes needs greater attention in the National Urban 

Policy, is an example of where governments often lag many years behind in servicing areas 

when there is a need to ensure that these services are provided for new residents from the 

start of development. Governments often push for land releases without providing adequate 

services to the development area.  

 

There has been substantial comment on the needs, advantages and opportunities presented 

by integrating land use and transport planning. Decisions regarding transport investment, 

mode and location have had a huge impact upon the development of Australia’s regions and 

cities. Yet in many instances land use planning and decision making has occurred with little or 

no regard for resultant impacts on transport and movement, funding or investment. 

Additionally, transport plans and investment decisions continue to occur with an inadequate 

understanding of the land use and development consequences of such decision making. For 

example, while one decision to approve higher density housing in a particular area may have 

minimal impact on that area, the overall impact of many similar decisions can have a 

substantial affect on arterial roads. The impact of these decisions is not consistently modelled 

and therefore not predicted. The budgeting for road improvements is therefore often ad hoc 

and subject to political processes rather than logical planning. 

4.1.4 Public Transport 

PIA was pleased to see a focus on the reduction of traffic congestion in the National Urban 

Policy Discussion Paper. However, PIA was disappointed to discover a lack of emphasis on 

alternative modes of transport. The Institute believes that public transport provision is one of 

the biggest issues facing our cities today. PIA considers that Commonwealth funding should be 

redirected from the construction of roads to alternative modes of travel, such as bikeways, 

walkways and new buses (in addition to rail). Public transport is not only more 

environmentally sustainable but also provides a vital service to vulnerable community 

members, such as children, the elderly and the disabled.  

4.2 Sustainability 

4.2.1 Population 

PIA is supportive of the intention of the Australian Government to develop a Sustainable 

Population Policy.  It is expected that the majority of Australia’s future population growth will 

be accommodated in cities, and this change in population needs to be environmentally, 

economically and socially sustainable.  Therefore, it is imperative that the Sustainable 

Population Policy is closely linked with the National Urban Policy.   
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PIA strongly advocates that population policy needs to be underpinned by rigorous scientific 

analysis, and that population cannot be considered in isolation from its spatial distribution.  

While Australia is expected to experience growth across the board, not all cities will experience 

the same level of growth and planning has the opportunity to direct and target growth in a 

strategic manner.  PIA argues that 5 principles should accompany population policy: 

 

1. To the maximum extent possible, inward migration should be equitable in its distribution, 

have long term predictability and be linked to employment growth to support the 

vibrancy of the economy, enable cities and regions to plan for growth, and provide housing 

and infrastructure to support growth. A review every five years rather than every year 

would assist this approach. 

2. Significant infrastructure investment must support a growing population in the major cities. 

Infrastructure linked to a strategic plan of all major cities is essential for the long term 

sustainability and quality of life in Australia. This must include the improvement of public 

transport networks, schools, health facilities, and housing. 

3. Consideration must be given to the development of regional cities as destinations for all 

Australians, including migrants. This will require investment in jobs and fast public 

transport networks to link those destinations to the major cities. Smaller cities have many 

benefits for residents’ quality of life. 

4. The protection of productive agricultural land, the supply of water and energy, the issues 

of salinity, flooding and the environmental protection of threatened species must shape 

the fringe growth of all cities, including smaller regional centers. These issues must be 

addressed in all plans to grow our cities. Serious consideration of new options for making 

the best use of urban land must be actively canvassed as part of any sustainable population 

policy. 

5. It will be necessary to adjust Australia’s appetite to consume beyond its means and 

generate waste in way that pollutes the environment, including the gases contributing to 

global warming, if Australia is to accommodate an increase in population in a sustainable 

and responsible way. 

 

Please refer to PIA’s submission on the Sustainable Population Policy Issues Paper for further 

discussion on population.  

 

4.2.2 Climate Change 

PIA is supportive of the Australian Government taking a leadership role on climate change. The 

Federal Government must implement planning for both climate change mitigation and 

adaptation, particularly in the context of settlement patterns, food security, emergency 

management and critical infrastructure.  
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The planning profession is in a unique position to assist the community in understanding and 

adapting to the expected consequences of climate change. Adaptation measures help to 

reduce the implications of the most serious consequences of climate change which include 

greater flood risk, more extreme weather conditions, water shortages, and changes to 

ecosystems and micro-climates. Planners are also able to actively work on mitigation issues 

and encourage changes to behaviour such as, facilitating energy and water efficiency, 

sustainable land management practices, primary industry diversification, incorporating 

efficient energy use in buildings, and including climate change information in environmental 

assessments. 

 

In PIA’s Climate Change Position Statement, PIA calls for the following action: 

o Ongoing implementation of planning policies that result in outcomes that minimise 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

o All jurisdictions to include climate change in long term strategic planning, to enable 

communities to better adapt to future climate variability. 

o Consolidation of relevant, reliable and consistent data and information. The Australian 

Government can assist with dissemination and compilation of climate change 

information to planners and decision makers. 

o Adopting nationally consistent timeframes and long term timescales to provide planners 

with meaningful targets.  

o Need for National targets for achievement by governments, through policy and 

committing to current carbon pollution reduction concepts.  

o PIA supports the benefits of the Australian Government participating in International 

treaties to achieve greenhouse gas reduction through measures such as carbon taxes and 

trading arrangements. 

o Implementing Climate Risk Management Programmes into existing planning and decision 

making frameworks. 

o Incorporating climate change into tertiary and professional training for planners. 

o Adaptation should be done at all levels, including the local/household level. The 

Australian Government should develop a national framework for adaptation with scope 

for locally adaptive strategies. 

o Preparation of regional and local assessments of climate change trends, vulnerabilities 

and adaptation options, and make sure that the findings are accessible and relevant to 

affected stakeholders, e.g. By effective engagement and communication. It is essential 

that planners have a clear understanding of the different regional and local variations 

and cross border strategies. 

o All government bodies, including local governments, to urgently audit and map the 

climate related risks in their areas of responsibility and consider appropriate remedies, 

including communicating their findings to each other and other stakeholders including 

planners. 

o Strengthen support for water-sensitive urban design; protection of reliable productive 

agricultural land; natural resource management; energy efficient built environments and 
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urban form; sustainable transport management; risk based land use planning responses 

to environmental hazards; and other strategies to reduce vulnerability to climate change. 

4.2.3 Water 

PIA considers that, as a nation, we must manage surface water, including rivers and streams 

and groundwater reserves, more sustainably. Much groundwater is ancient water, more 

appropriately managed as a finite, non-renewable resource. Great care needs to be taken to 

maintain these groundwater reserves by avoiding overuse, waste and contamination. 

Problems of water quality, water quantity and ecosystem health are related to the way water 

resources are used and associated activities are managed on a whole-of-catchment basis. 

 

The National Urban Policy recognises that coordinated action is needed to move towards 

sustainable development, and to stop the widespread degradation of Australia’s natural 

resources. PIA supports the Australian Government’s commitment to these issues through its 

establishment of the National Water Commission. While water reform is complicated by the 

different approaches taken in each State and Territory as well as at the local authority level; 

the nationwide commitment to reform through the National Water Initiative is a step forward. 

Elements of the Initiative including the National Water Accounting Model will assist in creating 

a more consistent approach to the understanding and management of water in Australia. PIA 

supports the National Water Initiative, in particular its commitment to water sensitive urban 

design, but seeks greater progress in its implementation across the country. 

 

Specifically, PIA calls for the incorporation of the principles of the water conservation hierarchy 

into the National Urban Policy - avoid, reduce, reuse, recycle, and discharge, where necessary, 

in an environmentally responsible manner.  

4.2.4 Food Security 

There remains a view amongst many in government, the private sector and the community 

that Australia has an endless supply of land for urban development.  Irrespective of the pros 

and cons of Greenfield development, land is a finite resource and has typically been under-

optimised.  In other words land has not been valued for its optimal use leading to substantially 

inefficient use of land. 

 

This is pronounced in respect to arable land, often in the peri-urban areas adjacent to cities 

that have historically located in areas that could deliver food production when transportation 

remained primitive.  The reality is that with the likely impacts of climate change and peak oil, 

these arable areas could again become significant as market gardens on the hinterland of 

Australia’s major urban areas, yet they continue to be developed for urban purposes. 
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Australia’s planning and land development systems promote speculation on agricultural land, 

which gets locked up in a cycle of land inflation, making it uneconomic to continue to be used 

for food production.  As Australia’s population continues to grow and there is increased 

competition for land, retaining this resource for food production could become one of the 

most significant decisions to take at the start of the 21st century.  This will require policy 

supported at a national level. 

4.3 Liveability 

4.3.1 Location of Services 

The National Urban Policy Discussion Paper acknowledges that communities with higher rates 

of crime and social disadvantage are generally concentrated in locations with poor accessibility 

to education, public transport, employment and services. It also states that the social exclusion 

experienced by those communities affects the broader fabric of society. PIA considers that a 

recent trend towards aggregation of services due to economies of scale has lead to social 

exclusion and a desegregation of communities. The increase in ‘super’ schools, big box retail, 

libraries and other services is forcing people to travel further, often in a car.  

Whilst this trend may be good for productivity, it does not contribute to liveability or a high 

quality of life, particularly for the transport-vulnerable people in society, such as the young, 

elderly and people with a disability, who rely on conveniently located and accessible facilities. 

In addition, the National Urban Policy Discussion Paper recognises the need to encourage 

walking and cycling and to reduce reliance upon cars. This requires that strong consideration is 

given to maintaining centres and other facilities such as schools in local communities where 

market forces might suggest otherwise. 

4.3.2 Healthy Spaces and Places 

PIA has collaborated with the Australian Local Government Association, the National Heart 

Foundation of Australia with funding support the Australian Government Department of 

Health and Ageing to develop the Healthy Spaces and Places project, which has put forward its 

own submission (PIA, NHF & ALGA 2011). 

The Healthy Spaces and Places submission addresses the idea that planning and design 

principles for healthy living are integral to the liveability of Australian cities and as such, should 

be considered in both the National Urban Policy and Sustainable Populations Strategy. Healthy 

and sustainable communities are those that are well designed and safe, with local facilities 

(including school, corner store, childcare facilities, medical practice, recreation facilities, 

community services); streets designed for active transport, walking and cycling, with parks and 

public spaces for people to meet and interact; places for people to experience art and culture; 

and with cycle facilities and public transport. 

4.3.3 Housing 
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PIA agrees with the statement in the National Urban Policy Discussion Paper that access to 

adequate and affordable housing is fundamental to supporting quality of life. The Institute also 

agrees that future housing stock needs to change in order to meet the needs of Australia’s 

aging population and changing demographics. PIA supports the incorporation of universal 

design features in housing stock, transportation and the public realm, as these are too 

expensive to retro-fit, and we need to plan for the community as a whole (i.e. parents, seniors 

and the disabled).  The National Urban Policy should link closely with the proposed Sustainable 

Population Strategy when considering this issue. 

 

In order to encourage new forms of housing, it is important that the Australian Government 

assist with a cultural shift towards alternative forms of housing at higher densities, so that the 

‘dream’ of owning a single dwelling on a single allotment becomes less entrenched in 

Australian culture. 

 

PIA is supportive of the concept of affordable living, highlighted in the National Urban Policy 

Discussion Paper. It is important for the National Urban Policy to recognise the true costs of 

less sustainable forms of housing development, such as low density Greenfield housing.   

 

In PIA’s National Housing Policy, PIA calls for the following actions to provide access to good 

quality housing to all citizens: 

o Federal and State Governments to continue to implement the National Affordable 

Housing Agreement and National Partnership Agreements on social housing, 

homelessness and indigenous Australians living in remote areas. 

o Renewed commitment for State and Federal funding for infrastructure to support new 

community development and renewal, particularly in regional and disadvantaged areas 

experiencing housing market decline and failure. 

o The development of national standards / expectations for housing diversity, flexibility 

and tenure mix. 

o National policy must be framed to address and alleviate homelessness, including the 

provision of shelters. 

 

PIA also calls for the following action in the National Housing Markets Policy to support fair 

and efficient housing markets in Australia: 

 

o National guidelines to be developed to create strategies for more diverse and affordable 

housing, with actions and targets to be implemented through planning provisions. These 

can then be incorporated in the development of strategic and statutory planning 

documents. 

o The Federal Government to investigate tax incentives, the involvement of 

superannuation schemes, national affordable housing targets and other incentives to 

increase the availability of affordable housing and alleviate housing stress amongst lower 

income. National approaches should be developed to ensure that the planning systems 

support and complement these initiatives. 
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4.3.4 Liveability Indicators 

PIA is supportive of the introduction of some key liveability indicators for Australian cities, with 

the aim of improving the performance of cities. PIA believes that the Australian Government 

should research and evaluate the existing International liveability indicators and adjust them 

to fit an Australian context.  To this end PIA is working with a range of other non-government 

organisations through the Australian Sustainability Built Environment Council to produce a set 

of indicators for cities of the future. 

 

4.4 Governance and Planning 

The National Urban Policy Discussion Paper highlights that administrative processes and ‘red 

tape’ can waste considerable time and resources. PIA agrees that the efficiency and 

effectiveness of planning systems could be improved, which as the Discussion Paper states, will 

benefit business, communities and governments alike. However, it is important to note that 

these improvements should not be pursued at the expense of social and environmental 

objectives. It is also important to note that planning reform to improve efficiency and 

effectiveness of planning systems must involve collaborative leadership from the Federal 

Government.  

 

There are a variety of initiatives and enhancements that could be undertaken to improve the 

functioning of planning and zoning systems in Australia. Efficient settlement patterns, better 

resource management and improved institutional arrangements for development assessment 

and infrastructure provision will lead to significantly higher rates of economic growth and 

taxation receipts (PIA, 2004, p. 3). 

 

Opportunity exists to reduce some of the costs experienced by businesses going through the 

development assessment system, of which planning is only one aspect.  There are varying 

systems of development assessment in the different jurisdictions throughout Australia and 

there is the need for each of the States and Territories to share knowledge regarding 

innovations, successes and failures in the various systems. 

 

PIA endorses the Development Assessment Forum (DAF) Ten Leading Practices identified by ‘A 

Leading Practice Model for Development Assessment in Australia’ March 2005 as a basis for 

reform of development assessment systems and legislation in Australia. The DAF provides an 

important national focus for improvements to DA systems. 

 

PIA also endorses the COAG agreed criteria for planning systems and supports the application 

of the criteria to all cities in Australia. 
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5 Conclusion 

PIA is extremely supportive of the introduction of a National Urban Policy to boost economic 

growth and foster more liveable and environmentally sustainable Australian cities. Cities and 

major urban regions are vital to the future of Australia and are currently facing significant 

challenges in building and sustaining healthy communities. The Australian Government needs 

to continue to show collaborative leadership on the issue and implement a National Urban 

Policy that has a long-term focus and operates at a number of levels, across government and 

across disciplines.  

 

The National Urban Policy needs to focus on the more immediate issues facing urban 

communities, such as traffic congestion, housing affordability and access to local services, in 

addition to the larger issues such as climate change and water shortages.  
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National Policies to support submission (attached): 

o Climate Change 

o Housing 

o Housing Markets 

o Water and Planning 

o Development Assessment 

o Urban Growth Management 

o Commonwealth Involvement in Urban Areas 

o Integrated Land Use and Transport Planning 

o Liveable Cities 

 

 


