
What have we been doing for the past year? 
 
Many people think that the ACT Government’s proposal to sell the two car 
parks between the Hawker KFC and the service station is off the agenda.  This 
is probably because last year, at the urging of the Friends of Hawker Village 
(FOHV), the ACT Government agreed to postpone any decision about these 
car parks until a master plan for the Hawker shopping centre was developed.   
 
The sale of at least these two car parks is still very much on the agenda, with 
the Government making it clear from the beginning that the Master Plan 
should consider their possible sale.  (See the ‘Terms of Reference’ on-line at: 
http://www.economicdevelopment.act.gov.au/community_engagement/  
(click on Hawker Centre Reference Group). 
 
As part of the master planning process, representatives from FOHV and other 
interested parties have participated on a Project Reference Group (PRG) since 
February.  Naturally, not all PRG members agree on all decisions nor with the 
assumptions and rationales on which they are based.   
 
Where are we now? 
 
This week you should receive a newsletter from the ACT Land Development 
Agency (LDA) entitled ‘Hawker Group Centre – Master Plan Project’.  
This newsletter invites your comments by 28 October on the Vision and 
Objectives which will form the basis for the Hawker Master Plan.   
 
It was at the suggestion of FOHV that the present community consultation is 
being conducted.  FOHV do not consider that the draft Objectives address the 
concerns that residents have expressed to LDA and others over the past two 
years.  As a result, you now have an opportunity to voice any concerns that 
you may have about the Objectives and their potential impact on the future of 
the Hawker shopping area – before the draft Master Plan is finalised.   
 

If you or your family use the Hawker Village shops, medical or 
other facilities, these are decisions that will affect you. 
 
The LDA newsletter lists the Objectives for the Master Plan.  For each 
Objective there is also a set of ‘design strategies’ that are not detailed in the 
newsletter.  We encourage you to look at the full Objectives and Strategies 
which should be available at the Belconnen Library, the Hawker newsagency 
and supermarket, or on-line at the website address given above. 

Why are the Objectives important? 
 
The draft Objectives for the Hawker Master Plan are worded broadly and 
positively.  They will pave the way for a range of specific changes, some of 
which may not  be viewed positively by everyone – for instance, the possible 
loss of easy, safe and convenient parking. 
 
The Objectives reflect the ACT Government’s policies that there will (and 
should) be significant growth in Canberra’s population, and that 50% of new 
residential development should occur in established areas.  All shopping 
centres in the ACT are considered as potential sites for multi-storeyed, mixed-
purpose development with an emphasis on providing residential apartments. 
 
In Hawker’s case, this could see:  

• the sale of all three current surface car parks;  and  

• the redevelopment of existing built-on sites;  for  

• multi-storeyed buildings with residential accommodation on upper floors; 

• parking would be primarily underground;  with  

• on-road provision for short-term and accessible parking (the latter being 
for disabled or elderly people and those with children in prams). 

 
What should you consider in assessing the Objectives? 
 
•   The likely effects of providing high-rise residential accommodation;  

•   The loss of convenient and safe off-street parking in favour of on-street 
parking (‘shared zones’) and basement parking;   

•   The impact of encouraging seven-day activity in the centre.   
 

What else should you know? 
 
•   The Retail and Viability Assessment by MacroPlan, mentioned in the LDA 

newsletter, did not include rigorous analysis of the demand for retail and 
other commercial activities in the south Belconnen area as a whole.  (See 
the ‘MacroPlan Hawker Presentation’ document on the above website).  As 
a result of this and other perceived inadequacies in this assessment,  FOHV 
requested an in-centre survey at the Hawker shops. 

•   The in-centre survey (by Winton Sustainable Research Strategies) showed 
that more than 80% of shoppers arrive by car and 13% on foot.  Most visit 
the shops more than once a week and most intend to stay less than 30 
minutes.  The emphasis on quick, purposeful visits means that convenient 
parking and easy access to shops are important.  



• An ACT Government telephone survey conducted in September 2010 
found that a majority (57%) of the local community preferred mall-type 
shopping centres surrounded by external car parks, such as currently exists 
at Hawker.   

 

This is an important opportunity to make your views known 
about the future of the Hawker shopping area.   
 
Comments on the draft Objectives should be forwarded to the 
Land Development Agency on-line (at the website address given 
above) or by mail to:   GPO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601. 

 
What’s next? 
 
During October, the PRG will be assessing options to decide how the draft 
Master Plan should be structured.  The final master plan will be a guide only to 
what might be permissible in future development of the Hawker Centre.  
 
What are the Design Options? 
 
The LDA newsletter refers to a document called the ‘Kit of Parts’, which 
shows options for how the centre might develop.  Some of these options can 
be viewed at Ron’s Bookshop in the Hawker Centre.  The full options are only 
available on-line [in ‘Kit of Parts Option 1’ (5.6MB) and ‘Kit of Parts Option 2’ 
(4.3 MB)] at the website address given above. 
 
How tall might new buildings be? 
 
Under the planning rules, all Hawker commercial areas currently have a 
building height limit of two storeys.  Developers, however, can choose to have 
their proposal assessed on certain criteria, in which case there is no height 
limit.  In relation to height and how much of the block is covered, development 
proposals only have to satisfy that they:  

• are compatable with the area;   

• are appropriate for the intended function and use;  and  

• minimise adverse impacts, such as overshadowing and excessive scale. 

This could allow multi-storeyed buildings to cover the entire land surface of 
the Hawker Centre, apart from the roads.  It is possible, however, that specific 
constraints for the Hawker Centre might be incorporated into planning 
legislation if the community seeks them.  FOHV would appreciate your input. 
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Friends of Hawker Village is a voluntary, community-based group working to 
ensure that planning and development decisions affecting the Hawker shopping area 
are made with a clear and comprehensive understanding of all relevant issues.  We 

support sustainable communities which involve participation, communication, 
cooperation, consensus-building, and inclusive and constructive public debate. 


